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July/August 2011 - Vol. 51 Standing for the Truth
in an Age of Unbelief

and Apostasy
by Michael Shaughnessy

Do you believe?

Absolute moral truth exists?

The Bible is true in the principles it teaches?
Satan really exists, he is not just symbolic?

“Doing good to others” will not be enough to
get you to heaven?

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth?

Born into a Battle

God is the all-knowing, all-powerful being who
rules the universe?

Living a Christian way of life in a

secular society What percent of American adults believe

al the above statements are true?
by Jerry Munk

1% 9% 27% 40%
A person who joined the church in the early days of its
development knew that he or she was making aradical decision. How about among youth aged 18-237?
In the first place, society was hostile to Christians. One who What percent believe all six of these
believed in Christ faced loss of status, of livelihood, of property, statements of faith?
and, perhaps, the loss of lifeitself.

1% 9% 27% 40%
Beyond this, the Christian was also embracing a new way of life,

away of life very different from their neighbors. How they Americans overwhelmingly believein
looked at science, history, marriage, politics, family relationships, God. Most polls put the number of
morality, even their concept of human existence was different believers at 85% or more. |ess than half
from, and often opposed to, the thinking of the mgjority. Indeed,
intrinsic to following the “way of Christ” was the idea that one
would be consciously different: that they would be in the world
but not of it.

of the believers believe enough to show
up in church on Sunday. (40% of
Americans go to church weekly, this has
been the case for nearly 200 years.)

Secularization
Western society remains basically secular. It is not following
God, and it is opposed to those who do. Most Christians today

The change that is happening isnot in
church attendance. It isin what the
churchgoers believe and how they behave.
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have also become secularized.
Let'slook at the evidence:

A nationwide survey in the US conducted by The Barna Group
among a representative sample of adults explored how many have
what might be considered a “biblical worldview.” The report
from Barna compared current results to the outcomes from a
similar survey the company conducted in 1995, 2000 and 2005.

For the purposes of the survey, a“biblical worldview” was
defined as believing that absolute moral truth exists; the Bibleis
totally accurate in all of the principlesit teaches; Satan is
considered to be areal being or force, not merely symbolic; a
person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or
do good works; Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and God
isthe all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still
rules the universe today. In the research, anyone who held all of
those beliefs was said to have a biblical worldview.

Overall, the current research revealed that only 9% of all
American adults have a biblical worldview. The research data
showed that one pattern emerged loud and clear: young adults
rarely possess a biblical worldview. The current study found
that less than one-half of one percent of adults aged 18 to 23 have
abiblical worldview, compared to about one out of every nine
older adults.

Now, let'slook at compliance.

God’s Commands

(Note: The numbering of the commandments in this article
follows the pattern of the Orthodox Church, as this article was
written originally for an Orthodox audience.) Thefirst two of
God's commands teach us to worship and value God before all
else, and that we shall not worship the works of our hands. Rather
than valuing worship of God, our society concentrates on material
accumulation and personal fulfillment. We are next commanded
to revere the names of God and not abuse them, but His names
have become standard swear words. The Sabbath, the Lord's Day,
Isnow atime for pleasure and yard work, but God intended it for
worship and rest, He commands us to honor father and mother,
but society has devalued traditional family structurein favor of
career advancement while the government is systematically
stripping parents of their authority and responsibility, The Sixth
Commandment says “Thou shall not kill,” but millions of lives
have been lost to abortion, “Right to die” legislation now
threatens the elderly and infirm as well.
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Believe what?

If you believe the six statements above are
true, you are among the 9% of Americans
who do, at least according to a study done
by the Barna Group. Among American
youth the results are far worse. Less than
1% believe them all.

Behave how?

On moral issues thereisasimilar decline
among the young. Particularly noteworthy
Iswhat is going on among young,
committed Christians. Regular church-
goers under 30 are twice aslikely asthose
over 40 to approve of abortion, the use of
illegal drugs, pornography, sexual fantasy,
same sex marriage and adultery. They are
also twice aslikely to lie, to use profanity
in public, to seek revenge, to steal, to
abuse someone physically or to fight.
Their views closely resemble those of
their peer group, not those of their elder
Christians.

Now what?

Welivein a post-Christian world. Many
of those who would say they are Christian
do not believe even basic Christian
doctrine nor do they accept the basic
morality of the Christian faith. And the
situation is getting worse among youth.

One temptation is to surrender, to throw
up our hands and say it is hopeless. There
Is another option and that is to recognize
that we have been put here by the Lord at
exactly thistime because he intends for us
to make a difference. Our call and the call
on our youth isfor exactly this age and
exactly these times. We are here for a
purpose, and part of that purposeisto
believe the truth and stand for it in an age
of unbelief and apostasy. Like Queen
Esther, a Jewish woman of faith and
courage who risked her life before the
Persian King in order to intervene and
spare her people, we were born “for such
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Sexual Morality

The Bible clearly teaches that sex has avery special and protected
place — inside the covenant of marriage, Today, however, half of
all marriages end in divorce while adultery touches over half of
those which don't. A recent study in the US (2007) found that the
average age at which teenagers have their first sexual experience
steadily decreased during the 1990s, and now almost half of
American adolescents report that they have had sex by the time
they graduate from high school.

God says, “Do not steal,” but cheating on our income tax has
become an American art form (economists estimate that 10 to
30% of transactions are unreported). We are also commanded not
to bear false witness, but slander and innuendo are standard
"reporting techniques' in the media, while gossip fills work place
and neighborhood. Finally, we are told not to covet what God has
given another, yet popular TV shows that promote the lifestyles
of therich and famous have no problem finding viewers.

What’s the Standard

What this evidence showsis that our culture has moved away
from the Judeo-Christian morality and has embraced some other
ethic against which it measures right and wrong.

It isinteresting that many people describe their moral ethic as the
Ten Commandments, but upon close examination it is obvious
that the Ten Commandments are, in fact, not guiding the conduct
of society. Secular society, it would seem, isinvolved in some
kind of mass rationalization and self deception where moral
values no longer line up with specific scriptural standards, but
people, through ignorance and personal justification, fail to see or
admit that fact.

A Radical Decision

My reason for developing this argument is quite ssimple — to alert
us to the fact that our society isindeed not “Christian.” We need
to redlize that if wetruly follow the way of Christ, our lives will
look considerably different from those of our neighbors. We live
in asituation that is quite similar to that of the early believers.
While most of uswill not face physical persecution because of
our beliefs (although some will), choosing to faithfully follow
Christ means that how we look at science, history, marriage,
politics, family relationships, morality, and even human existence
will be different from, and often opposed to, the thinking of the
majority. Indeed, following the way of Christ still means being
conscioudly different — being in the world but not of it. We need
to know that the decision to follow Christ is still aradical one.
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atime asthis” (Book of Esther, Chapter
8)!

[Mike Shaughnessy is an elder in The Servants of
the Word and the Director of Kairos North America.
Kairos is an international federation of outreaches
to high school, university and post university aged

people.]
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Taking a Stand
What concerns me is how very few Christians seem to be aware
of how bad the situation is.

We have lost the notion that giving our lives to God through
Christ is supposed to make a difference. We accept the world's
values and the world's ethics as our own with seeming little
understanding that in doing so we are rejecting the Lord we claim
to serve. Statisticians cannot find a discernable difference
between Christian and secular behavior. Just as many Christians
engage in premarital sex; just as many Christian marriages are
broken by divorce; just as many Christians end up in jail. Rather
than standing against the tide of secularization, firmly anchored
to the revealed word of God, many, many Christians are choosing
to go with the flow.

Born Into a Battle

Whether we like it or not, whether we realize it or not, each one
of usisborn into abattle. On one side stands Jesus Christ and his
followers. On the other side is Satan and those who follow him.
Thereis no middle ground. Jesus said, “He who is not with meis
against me” (Matthew 12:30). Subscribing to a comfortable, but
meaningless, “social Christianity” is not standing with Jesus.
Casua Christians become Christian casualties. He calls for atotal
giving over of our livesto him: “Whoever comes to me cannot be
my disciple unless he hates his father and mother, hiswife and
children, his brothers and sisters, and himself aswell.” Nothing,
absolutely nothing, can stand between us and our Lord.

An Army At War
The body of Christ has been likened to an army.

Indeed, we are an army at war. There is a spiritual battle going on
right now: a battle for the souls of men and women, for the
spiritual destinies of our children, and for the control of society.
The general disobedience to God's laws mentioned earlier is not
simply an interesting social phenomenon. There are spiritual
forces at work here. In the book of Ephesians (6: 12) we read:
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“We are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the
wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly world, the rulers,
authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age.”

Church Militant

In the midst of this battle, the people who constitute the church
militant are strangely complacent. The average Christian seems
not to know that he or she is a member of an army, let alone that
there isawar going on, The quest for worldly peace and
prosperity have lulled us to sleep, and while we slumber, the evil
one has been at work. Territory once won for Christ has been lost.
Satan is making advances. Entire nations that were once
considered Christian have been snatched away by the enemy.

As Christian men and women, as members of God's army, we
need to be clear about where we stand. We are in the midst of a
battle. God has assured us that he and his church shall be, indeed,
aready are, victorious. But it isequally clear that in the course of
the battle there will be casualties. | believe that in the parable of
the sower (Matthew 13:3-23), the seeds that fell among the thorns
especially apply to our day and time. We have received the Word
of God and have begun to grow, but the cares of thisworld and
the deceitfulness of riches choke us, and many have become
unfruitful.

Let each one of us examine our live. Have we made aradical
commitment for Jesus? Are we willing to be different, to stand
against thetide for the sake of Christ? Will we embrace God's
standards as our own, and when we fall short, will we respond
with repentance, not rationalization? Are we willing to invest the
time and effort necessary to lead our children to Christ and train
them to serve as his soldiers also?

The Apostle Paul challenges us, “Offer yourselves as aliving
sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. Do
not conform to the standards of this world, but let God transform
you by a complete renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:1,2).

[This article first appeared in Theosis: Newsletter for Orthodox
Spiritual Renewal, May/June 1987. This version has been updated by the
author.]

Jerry Munk is a member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church and a
coordinator in the Work of Christ Community, Lansing, Michigan, USA. He and
his wife Jan have three grown children, all actively participating in the
community.
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Spiritual Warfare

How Christ Disarmed Satan
by Michael Harper

Introduction

The early Christians often seem to have viewed their experience in terms of warfare. Military terminology is liberally
sprinkled through the pages of the New Testament. Faith was "the good fight." Protection was seen in terms of "the armor
of God." The word of God is likened to "a sword." Satan's attacks are "fiery darts."

Although the Mediterranean littorals were enjoying at this time what came to be known as the Pax Romana, these lands
were garrisoned by Roman soldiers, giving a military atmosphere to the whole of life.

But the war the Christians talked about was not "against flesh and blood." The weapons they wielded were not "carnal.” It
was spiritual warfare. It was a battle against "the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places". And that is what this
book is all about.

This same spiritual warfare goes on today. It will increase as the end of the age draws nearer, and Christ's return becomes
imminent. The basic New Testament principles of spiritual warfare remain the same, even though Satan dresses himself
up in new disguises.
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Far Above All

Posterity shall serve him; men shall tell of the Lord to the coming generation, and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet
unborn, that he has wrought it (that it is finished, [Amplified Bible]).
- Psalm 22: 30-31

With the coming of Jesus Christ we see the perfect demonstration of what this book is all about. For he exposed the
enemy and drew him into open conflict. Then he defeated him utterly and completely. The twilight of the pre-
Christian era gave way suddenly and dramatically to the noon-day sun of the glory of Christ.

Jesus was under assault throughout his earthly life. He was a marked man. The enemy constantly tried to destroy
him, or divert him from his divinely appointed pathway of life. The moment he was born a determined attempt was
made on hislife, and only the intervention of an angel and a hurried journey into Egypt saved the young child from
death. During his public ministry there were several sinister plots and at least one attempt at assassination, which
proved abortive. His encounter with Satan in the wilderness, at the start of his ministry, was only the prelude to
many other attacks. In the end they came through. his own disciples— first Peter, who tried to prevent him from
accepting the road to Calvary, and then Judas, whom Satan finally entered and used to betray his own master.

But the initiative was not always Satan's. For wherever Jesus went he upset and overthrew his kingdom. He healed
those who were oppressed by him (Act 10:38), loosed a woman who had been bound by him for eighteen year's
(Luke 13:16), and on numerous occasions delivered those whose personalities had been invaded by his evil spirits.

Thiswas all part of the purpose of his coming. Jesus himself declared, "He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives ... to set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18). So he fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah. A new day
had dawned, "to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,” as Zechariah described it (Luke
1:79). But when this light shone into the darkness there were often sharp reactions. "Do not torment me" shouted the
demoniac at Jesus (Mark 5:17). For abeing that habitually livesin darkness, the coming of light can be torture, not
blessing. And thisiswhat the coming of Jesus to this earth meant. As Merrill F. Unger has described it:

It was the unavoidable collision of the unhindered power of the Holy Spirit manifested through a
sinless life with the opposing power of Satan. It was impossible for the Son of God to be in the
vicinity of evil power, and not expose it and challenge it. Shadows of twilight and the curtain of night
only temporarily hide what the brilliance of the noonday sun reveals.

But a new and important stage had been reached in the age-long battle against the powers of darkness. Before Christ
came the light was to be preserved within the boundaries of God's chosen people, the Jews. But Christ proclaimed its
future effusion the gospel to every nation, and to those who were in a special way under "“the commander of the
spiritual powers of the air,” the spirit then at work "among God's rebel subjects (Ephesians 2:2 NEB). No longer
were the people of God to live alife of national separation. They were to move out into all the world, and so they
were to need in anew way power to deal with the spiritual wickedness that they were going to encounter. So Paul
conceived his mission to the Gentiles in terms of turning them "from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
to God" (Acts 6:18). The apostle John looked out on aworld, the whole of which was "in the power of the evil

one" (1 John 5:19).

But before this mission could begin, the enemy had to be defeated and disarmed. Jesus achieved this on the Cross. It
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Is most important to see the dual purpose of that death. It is summarised perfectly for us by Johnin hisfirst epistle.
"He appeared to take away sins ...the reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy (literally 'undo’) the works of
the devil" (1 John 3:5 and 8). At the Cross, man's sin was cleansed and Satan's power broken. To use some of the
imagery of Charles Wesley’s hymns-sinners lost both their guilty stains and their heavy chains. Satan's strong grip
on the world was slackened, and the way was opened for the church, in the power and authority of the Spirit, to
deliver millions of prisoners Satan had in chains throughout the world.

Paul put both aspects of the cross very graphically when he wrote to the Colossians how Christ had "cancelled the
bonds which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” He dealt thoroughly
with our sins and our just condemnation. But we need to read on. "He disarmed the principalities and powers and
made a public example of them, triumphing over them init" (or "him", which is an aternative reading), (Colossians
2:14-15). As Ronald Knox putsit in histransation, He robbed the dominion and powers of their prey. The same
truth is expressed clearly by Paul in his address in the synagogue at Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13:38-39). Through
Jesus there is not only forgiveness of sins but freedom from everything "from which you could not be freed by the
law of Moses".

But in Ephesians Paul takes the triumph a stage further from the Cross — by linking it also with the resurrection and
the ascension of our Lord, and expressing what these events mean in terms of victory over Satan. Speaking of
Christ's new position, he writes of it as, "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which isto come; and he has put all things under hisfeet and
has made him the head over al things for the church, which is his body, the fulness of him who fillsall in

al" (Ephesians 1:21-23). And in quoting from Psalm 68: 18 he refers again to Christ being far from al, after he had
"led captivity captive" (A.V.).

And heis still there-far above all! What confidence this should give usin our warfare against Satan! Now the
Church can penetrate the dark jungles of the world, protected from danger and able to tame them in the power of
Jesus' name.

Here we are dealing with the bed-rock of any successful ministry in the field of spiritual warfare. We dare not enter
into battle without afirm confidence in the efficacy of the death of Christ, and afirm trust in the power of His new
position in the heavenlies.

Aswe read the gospels we not only come into a new realisation of the reality of Christ's victory, but also a new
understanding of the nature of those malevolent forces working under their supreme commander. Not only is Satan
exposed by the light of Christ's coming, but so also are the evil spirits, of which we read so little in the Old
Testament. Here we are able to learn very much more about their nature and mode of operation.

We know from the New Testament that these spirits are not the souls of dead people. They are rather fallen angels,
who were evicted from heaven at the same time as their commander, Satan. In Revelation 12:7 there is areference to
Satan and his angels fighting with Michael and his, and Satan is thrown down to the earth with his angels. In
Matthew 25:41 Jesus uses the same description in referring to "the devil and hisangels.” In Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4
thereis areference to fallen angels and their fate. It seems clear too that in Romans 8:38 the angelsreferred to are
not God's angels but Satan's, for God's would hardly be described as separating us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

It may also be true that in the rather obscure text which refers to women wearing veils "because of the angels’ (1
Corinthians 2:10), it refersto Satan's angels, not God's.
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These evil spirits are personalities, like God's angels, not impersonal influences. They are agents working under the
authority of Satan. They can speak (Mark 5:9, 12), believe (James 2:19), exercise their wills (Luke 2:24), and they
know about their future fate (Matt 8:29) and recognise Jesus as the Son of God (Mark 1:24), and so clearly possess
intelligence. But, like Satan, they ultimately only operate within the permissive will of God, and on occasions they
fulfil hiswill (see, for example, Psalm 78:49).

Sometimes these beings are called demons in the New Testament, the usual Greek word being daimonion, the
diminutive of daimon. But in six placesthey are called "evil spirits* (ponera), and in twenty-three "unclean

spirits' (akatharta). They desire to possess living organisms-human beings, but also animals. In the gospels, for
instance, we are told how they entered into pigs (Mark 5:13). They sometimes exert a physical influence on people,
either enduing them with superhuman strength, as in the case of the demoniac who "broke hisfettersin

pieces' (Mark 5:4), or affecting one or more of their organs. In alater chapter we shall be analysing the various areas
of satanic attack, and giving examples of how these attacks can be recognised and dealt with accordingly.

We see Jesus completely in command of the situation when faced with satanic power. "Begone, Satan!", he tells him
in the wilderness; "get behind me, Satan!" he says to Peter. He silenced and rebuked the evil spirits, and cast them
out with aword. They came cringing to him when they had been cast out of the demoniac, begging him to let them
go into the pigs. Only when permission is given are they able to enter in. Throughout the gospels Jesus reveals his
complete authority and mastery over these unseen forces of evil.

Thelife of Jesusisour perfect example of how to conduct spiritual warfare. Before his coming, the law had only one
answer to entrenched evil-the death penalty. But from Pentecost onwards the Church was able to wield a new
weapon — the all victorious name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. So what Jesus had so successfully
accomplished throughout the brief period of his earthly ministry, was to be enacted many times over in the years to
come. Because Jesus had gone to the Father and released the full power of the Holy Spirit, Christians are able to do
even greater works. The success and failure of the Church in this matter is the subject of the next chapter.

[This excerpt is from the Introduction and from Chapter 3, Spiritual Warfare: Defeating Satan in the Christian Life, © 1970 by
Michael Harper. Used with permission. The book was originally published in 1970 by Hodder and Stoughton, London, UK and by Logos
International, Plainfield, New Jersey, USA.]

Archpriest Father Michael Harper (1931-2010) was a world-renown leader in the charismatic
renewal movement. He was a minister in the Anglican Church for 40 years. He joined the Eastern
Orthodox Church in 1995, and was appointed Archpriest of the Antiochian Orthodox Deanery of the
UK and Ireland.

He and his wife Jeanne formed the Fountain Trust in 1964, which organized charismatic conferences all over the world at which he
addressed thousands of people. Jeanne co-edited the songbook, Sound of Living Waters, which is still used by many charismatic
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churches today. Harper also founded Soma (Sharing of Ministries Abroad), which was committed to sharing ministries between the
developed and developing world.

He was involved for many years with the World Council of Churches. He spoke at several Catholic meetings. He met Popes Paul VI,
John Paul and John Paul I.

He also edited Renewal, the longest-established charismatic magazine in the world. He wrote 18 books, including the bestseller
Equal and Different, which set out his views on women'’s ordination and the gender debate. Colleagues remember him as a man
with the ability to build friendships across the Christian traditions. A gentle and humble man, Harper was nevertheless a dynamic
speaker and networker, able to draw people in, whatever their background or differences from himself. He is survived by his wife,
Jeanne.

Some of his books and articles will soon be available online at; www.harperfoundation.co.uk.

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit

publishing address: Park Royal Business Centre, 9-17 Park Royal Road, Suite 108, London NW10 7L Q, United Kingdom
email: living.bulwark@yahoo.com
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Readings from the Early Church Fathers on the Evil One
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Jesus frees the demoniac, by James Tissot (1836-1902)

The devil does not have full power
by John Damascene (392-379 AD)

Among the angelic powers the chief of the terrestrial order, the one to whom God had entrusted the
task of looking after the earth, was not evil by nature, he had not received any trace of evil from his
Creator. He was good.

However, he did not maintain the light and the honor that God had given him. By a deliberate act of
his own free will he rebelled against the Creator. He turned his face away from goodness and fell into
evil. Evil in fact is merely the absence of good, as darkness is the absence of light.

A host of angels placed under his command followed him in the fall. Despite their angelic nature, they
also freely plunged from goodness down to evil and became wicked.

The devils cannot do anything against us without God's permission. But with God's permission they
are powerful. All wickedness, al the passions are inspired by them. But listen: God allows them to
suggest sin to a person, but they cannot force him to do it. \Ve ourselves are responsible for accepting
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or rejecting their seductive suggestions.

- The Orthodox Faith, 2, 4

The devil's strategy
by Ambrose of Milan (337-397 AD)
The devil demonstrates simultaneously his weakness and his wickedness.

He is unable to harm anyone who does not harm himself. In fact, anyone who denies heaven and
chooses the earth is, asit were, rushing towards a precipice, even though running of his own accord.

The devil, however, starts working as soon as he sees someone living up to faith's commitments,
someone who has a reputation for virtue, who does good works.

He tries to worm vanity into him, to make it possible for him to be puffed up with pride, become
presumptuous, lose trust in prayer and not attribute to God the good that he does but to take all the
credit himself.

- On the Gospel of St Luke 4, 25

We conquer the enemy by
conguering ourselves

by Leo the Great (400-461 AD)

In the days of Saul and David, it was when the Israglites fell into sin that the Lord allowed the
Philistines to oppress them. In order to regain the ascendancy over their enemies, the people were
ordered to fast. The Israelites understood very well that they deserved all they had to endure at the
hands of the Philistines because they had neglected God's commands and given themselves over to
evil practices. It was no use for them to try to win their freedom by taking up arms; they first had to
get rid of their sins. And so they began to discipline themselves and to conquer the desires of the flesh
in order to be able to conquer their opponents. When they fasted their oppressors gave way before
them, whereas when they indulged all their appetites the enemy held them in subjection.

It isthe same with us today. We have our own struggles and conflicts, and we can win by using the
sametactics. The Israglites were attacked by human beings; we are attacked by spiritual enemies. We
can conquer by bringing our livesinto line with God's will for us; then our enemies will give way
before us. It isnot their power but our lack of self-discipline that makes them athreat to us, and we
shall weaken them by overcoming ourselves.

We must ask God's help in this warfare, because our only means of conquering the enemy isto
conguer ourselves. How often we come into conflict with our own lower nature, with those
unspiritual, unregenerate attitudes that scripture calls the flesh! What the flesh wantsis opposed to
what the spirit wants, and what the spirit wants is opposed to what the flesh wants. If the desires of the
flesh are the stronger, then our spiritual faculties will be dragged down to the level of our lower nature
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and will be enslaved where they ought to be masters. But if we are determined to serve the Lord and
find our joy in his gifts, if we trample underfoot our instinctive tendency to gratify ourselves and
refuse to allow sin to rule in our mortal bodies, then our spirit will be in control and no strategy of the
Evil One will be able to overthrow us. True peace and freedom can only be ours when thefleshis
ruled by the spirit and the spirit is guided by the will of God.

- Sermons on Lent
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Jesus heals the demoniac, by Julius Schnor, 1860

Legion Unchained

by John McCabe

| was drawn by the moon’s moods,

Mesmerised;

Held captive more firmly in the mind’s chains

Than fetters binding my body

Against the lure of her lunacy.

| raged — enslaved by the demons of my compulsion:
Fleeing naked past the safe houses of apparent sanity.
Primeval werewolf haunting the tombs,

Seeking elusive light; searching residual remains

For missing links of aright mind.

Sometimes depression hovered like a maddening darkness
Until my eyes glazed and strained in the heat

Of pains’ warring in my mind.

| mutilated my body seeking to sever

The grim grip of fear:

Sought by aletting of blood
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Freedom from anguish coursing through my veins.
Sometimes despair surged like areckless wind
Above the sea’s calm breathing,

Goading the caress of her waves

To aviolence of foaming breakers;

Tearing the crusted shore with undisciplined power,
Demented and immeasurabl e strength.

It was after such a storm

When the sea was a child sleeping

After apassing fever, aman cameto my troubled shore;
Rebuked my elemental captors with the calm of a stilling word,;
Drew pain from me as thorns that plagued my flesh.

| saw terror rush in the mindless flight of swine

And dungeoned in far vaulted depths

Fathoms beyond my reach.

Today | move volitionally —
Witness to the unchained
Power of aloving word.

© 2011 John McCabe

John McCabe is an Irish writer and broadcaster. He holds an honors graduate in Arts and degree in Theology. He has a keen
interest in Irish, Welsh and English Contemporay poetry as well as Modern European and American literature.
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Communities of Light

Reflecting God's passion for righteousness, justice,
and mercy in the new dark ages

by Charles Colson

If my account of our moral condition is correct, we ought to conclude that for some time now we too have reached the
turning point. What matters at this stage is the construction of local forms of community within which civility and the
intellectual and moral life can be sustained through the new dark ages which are already upon us. And if the tradition of the
virtues was able to survive the horrors of the last dark ages, we are not entirely without grounds for hope....We are waiting
not for a Godot, but for another — doubtless very different, St Benedict.

— Alasdair Maclintyre

To model the kingdom of God in the world, the church must not only be a repentant community,
committed to truth, but also a holy community.

The Judeo-Christian heritage is distinguished from all other religions by its covenant with a personal God who chose
to dwell in the midst of his people. "I will dwell among the Israglites and be their God," said the Lord) In Hebrew
the word dwell meant "to pitch atent”; God said he would pitch his holy tabernacle in the midst of the tents of the
Israglites. In the New Testament we read "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." Here also the word dwelt in
the Greek istranslated "to pitch atent." The covenant, both old and new, is that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, the God who later became flesh in Christ, actually dwells in the presence of his people. And thusit: isthat the
central requirement of our faith is that we be holy, for aholy God livesin our midst.
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The apostle Peter echoed this theme when he said: "Y ou are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God" (1 Peter 2:9).

Reflecting God's passion for righteousness, justice, and mercy
The church isto be a community reflecting God's passion for righteousness, justice, and mercy. When we are that
holy community, we make an impact on an unholy world, no matter how desperate the circumstances.

Thousands of such communities of light exist around the world in accountable fellowships where the gospel is
faithfully proclaimed and where members reach out in an effort to bring God's mercy and justice to those around
them.

...For asthe church maintains its independence from culture, it is best able to affect culture. When the church serves
asthe church, in firm allegiance to the unseen kingdom of God, usesit in thisworld: first, asamodel of the values
of his kingdom, and second, as his missionary to culture.

God uses our faithfulness to preserve and restore human culture

The monks and nuns of the Dark Ages acted out of obedience to God, and God used their faithfulness — without their
knowing it — to preserve culture and ultimately restore Western civilization. As Christopher Dawson has said: “The
culture-forming energies of Christianity depended upon the Church’s ability to resist the temptation to become
completely identified with, or absorbed into, the culture.”6 Only as the church maintains its distinctiveness from the
cultureisit ableto affect culture.

Another example that clearly illustrates this comes from the Cuban Isla de Pinos, from a prison so dark and remote
that most of the world never even knew it existed. The huge circular cellblocks were built during the 1930s under
Batista's regime. When someone asked the dictator why he had built it so big, he replied, “Ah, don't worry.
Somebody will come along who will manageto fill it up.” That somebody was Fidel Castro.

One of the prisoners there was a young anti-Communist named Armando Valladares. Early in his confinement, he
often heard prisoners—fellow Christians-taken to the firing squad. Such executions always took place at night, and
the dark silence would be broken by triumphant shouts: “Viva Cristo Rey! Long live Christ the King!” Then the
explosion of gunfire-and silence again. Soon all prisoners were gagged before their executions. The killers could not
stand their victorious defiance.

According to Valladares, the most faithful member of that tiny Christian community, made up mostly of Catholics,
was a Protestant prisoner known simply as the Brother of the Faith. He constantly sang hymnsto God and shouted
encouragement to his brothers to have faith, to follow Christ to the end.

The Brother of Faith

Then one night several prisoners were forced from their cells, and guards began to beat them with sticks, truncheons,
bayonets, and chains. “Suddenly,” writes Valladares,” “as though to protect them, there appeared a skeletal figure
with white hair and flaming, bizarre eyes, who opened his arms into a cross, raised his head to the invisible sky, and
said, ‘Forgive them, Lord, for they know not what they do.” The Brother of the Faith hardly had time to finish his
sentence, because as soon as he appeared [the lieutenant] ordered the guards to step back....hefired his AK
submachine gun. The burst of fire climbed the Brother of the Faith's chest, up to his neck. His head was almost
severed, as though from the blow of an ax. He died instantly” (Against All Hope, Ballantine Books, 1986, p. 421).
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Fortified by the faithfulness of this one man, aswell as by his own faith, in away he could not forget, Armando
Valladares survived gross inhumanity, psychological abuse, and torture for twenty-two years. In 1983 he was
released and made his way to the West and freedom. His memoirs of those dark years, Against All Hope, have
exposed to the world the hidden horrors of Castro's prisons.

And therein liesthe irony: Though Castro controls the Cuban press, suppresses the visible church, conquers
academia, and rules a ruthless government, he cannot rule the spirits of those he has enslaved. He cannot extinguish
the light of the soul set free by God. And out of aflicker of light in one dark prison came the indictment of his
regime that shocked the world.

Out of brokenness comes wholeness and might

Is this not the way our Lord works? Out of brokenness and foolishness come wholeness and might. Out of prison
comes power—real power-that defies even the most brutal repression. Out of tiny monastic outposts come education,
moral endurance, and artistic excellence that can save a civilization. And out of holy obedience today, in
communities of light, will come what he wills, as we are faithful.

[Excerpt from Against the Night © 1999 by Charles Colson. Published by Regal Books. All rights reserved. Used with permission.]
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The River is Flowing - A New Monasticism

by Andy Freeman

Andy Freeman, co-author with Pete Greig of the book, PunkMonk: New Monasticism and the Ancient Art of
Breathing, discusses the roots of a new and growing international, interdenominational movement of
prayer, mission and justice, called the 24-7 Prayer. This movement, presently comprising more than 100
groups across 23 countries, began in Chichester, England in 1999. At the heart of the 24-7 Prayer
movement there is a network of missional communities inspired by ancient Celtic Christian monasticism
and committed to celebrating Christ-centered lifestyles of prayer, mission and justice. These communities
are generically known as 'Boiler Rooms' but can have all sorts of local names including "Houses of Prayer."
The six core practices of all 24-7 communities are: creativity and prayer, hospitality and mercy, learning and
mission.

Drawing on influences from the Franciscans, the Celtic monks, and the Moravians, Punk Monk highlights
the counter-cultural and revolutionary force of monasticism and asks whether it is time for a new monastic
movement. It also takes punk as a contemporary expression of monastic spirit and asks whether a “silent
revolution” is coming. They write, “When the gospels are taken seriously nothing can be the same again.
When [the gospel message is] put into practice, the lives, the community, the nations, the world will be
changed. It's guaranteed.” Andy and his wife Karen have five children. They live in Reading, England where
the first 24-7 Boiler Room community began.
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Let justiceroll on like a river; righteousness like the never-failing stream! - Amos 5:24

Rivers fascinate me. Starting with some secret spring, the river beginsits journey from the highlands to the sea.
Slowly the force of gravity gives the water amomentum and a movement that builds and builds. Snow melts, rain
falls and soon the stream will merge with others -its environment burgeons growth. Subtly the meandering flow will
grow and gather pace. Obstacles only add to its creative power. Contours carve curves in the river. Detours zigzag
around vast rocks that one day will themselves succumb to the power of erosion or the silent explosion of icein tiny
cracks. Sheer drops simply become beautiful waterfalls. Slowly but surely, the water wends its way always and
forever downward. If the spring continues to spit water from the rock, if snow melts and rainsfall, then thislittle
river will surely wend its way to the valley, seeking reunion with the sea. The silent spring becomes a pool, the pool
becomes a stream, the stream becomes ariver, the river becomes a torrent, the torrent becomes a tributary and flows
Inevitably towards the sea. From humble beginnings, nothing can stand in its way.

Considering what community and discipleship looked liked in 1930s Germany and then envisioning what the church
might become, Dietrich Bonhoeffer came to a startling conclusion, expressed in a letter to his brother written in
1935:

The restoration of the church will surely come from a sort of new monasticism which hasin common
with the old only the uncompromising attitude of alife lived according to the Sermon on the Mount in
the following of Christ. | believeit is now timeto call people together to do this.

Bonhoeffer wrote these words in London, where he lived and ministered from 1933 to 1935, but he had come to the
conclusion that God was calling him back to Germany to organize resistance against Hitler. His strategy was to
establish a small monastic community of brothers at Finkenwal de where pastors could be trained and the Sermon on
the Mount lived out. Bonhoeffer's world was blighted by growing evil and, for those opposed to the rise of the Nazi
regime, by oppression. In 1933 the Nazis had insisted that all Protestant churches should come under the control of
the Reich and those brave pastors who refused to submit were forced to go underground. In this stark context,
Bonhoffer recognized in Christ's Sermon on the Mount a subversive and revolutionary manifesto for countercultural
resistance which could he cultivated in “a new form of monasticism.”

What do we believe about what we believe? Are the words of the Gospels, the words of Jesus, ssmply good
teachings -an older version of alife-coaching manual? Something that sounds inspiring or uplifting? Or do we
believe that the world will change if we dareto live them out radically?

Inits essence, our faith is an unavoidable, powerful, creative and revolutionary force. Starting from the mustard seed
of faith planted in the hearts of pilgrims like you and me, the gospel takes root. Aswe join with othersit begins to
forge into a stream, moving its way through the world that God still passionately loves. Obstacles don't cause a
problem, they only add to its life-growing power - the flow of the Spirit of Jesus gathering power and pace. And so it
grows, from stream to river to torrent. It changes everything in its path.

The gospel of Jesusis quite ssmply arevolution. Can you imagine what it was like hearing those words of Jesus for
the first time? “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Or hearing the
Beatitudes, Jesus amazing take on the words of the Torah, the law, which he expounded and “fulfilled” from God's
perspective?
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Most days | have to admit my faith doesn't feel this strong. Most days my faith is a struggle. But, when the Gospels
are taken serioudly, I'm convinced nothing can be the same. When the words of Jesus are put into practice, lives,
communities, nations, the world, will be changed.

Just as gravity pulls the river down, the water inexorably needs to flow, so too the gospel cannot be held back or
boxed in. We have not signed up to a safe faith. Instead Jesus came to champion the real meaning of the Word of
God, to fulfill it, to start a process of subversion, of revolution, of mutiny against the doctrine of the worldly and to
raise the flag of the kingdom of God. A kingdom that is here, a kingdom that knows no end, a kingdom that is
coming, a kingdom that means life can never be the same again.

A New Monasticism

This book is about new experiments in monasticism. Right now in certain circles that's quite atrendy thing to talk
about. It's cool to learn from the monks of old, to recite their prayers, to walk their paths of pilgrimage. In a
deconstructed world, ancient spirituality iswell and truly making a comeback. Bur surely, to apply its principles and
practices, we have we to start with itsroots. And itsroots lie in the subversion and revolution of the life and words
of Jesus. It was, as Bonhoeffer reminded us, about “an uncompromising allegiance to the Sermon on the Mount.”

In our ever-changing, ever-secularizing postmodern world, where does this gospel take root? What does it have to
say to the hundreds of thousands who go under the surgeon's knife because of their unhappiness at their looks? What
does it say to the millions of children who starve, while the minority have their fill? What does it say to the nuclear
powers, to the mediaicons, to the millionaire sports stars, or to suicidal teenagers?

Seventy years ago, Bonhoeffer considered our gospel and the revolutionary Life of the Sermon on the Mount and
declared that “it is high time men and women banded together to do this” . It is, as he said, “high time.” Our world
needs radical disciples of Jesus. Our world needs to be turned on its head. And the good news is that the river of
change, athough it issmall, is flowing.

Pilgrims, Punks, Desert Revolutionaries and New Monks
Ageing papal revolutionaries, punk music on my stereo, Bonhoeffer's vision of discipleship and community: three
streams that come together into the nearly 2,000-year-old river of the monastic movements.

M onasticism can mean many things to many people: movements like the Franciscans or the Benedictines, men with
funny haircuts in brown tunics, chanted prayers. Some believe that monasticism isirrelevant. For me, it has been
part of an awakening in my life and in the lives of some of my friends, a new doorway that God seemsto have
opened, one that connected with the past but gave guidance for the future.

Nearly all major monastic movements began with a violent reaction to compromised religion. Monasticism at its
best has always been a cry for change -in our own hearts, in acompromised church and in society at large. Thisis
the form of radical faith that first drew me to Jesus. Not the Constantinian, top-down religion associated with high
status and political power, but the faith of the underdog. Angry faith. Twenty-four-hours-a-day, radical, subversive,
al-or-nothing allegiance to Jesus Christ, friend of the poor. It often sounded a bit like punk. Writing an obituary for
Joe Strummer, former lead singer of The Clash, Paul Bond spent time highlighting the political and change-making
approach of the band.

The Clash was different. Strummer and his writing partner Mick Jones wrote music as a call to arms -an appeal to
stand up and be counted in the struggle against oppression. In hisfirst interview with the New Musical Express
Strummer stated, I think people ought to know that we're anti-fascist, anti-violence, anti-racist and we're pro-
creative.”

http://www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/july2011p5.htm (3 of 5) [6/28/2011 12:07:55 PM]



Living Bulwark

The monastic revolution was sometimes aimed at the church, wondering why God's people were not living out the
gospel. Sometimes it was aimed towards society, to re-establish what godly living looked like and to witness to those
who were losing touch with God.

Soon after the Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity, and with him the whole of the Roman Empire, the
church tended to blend with society. Belief and belonging began to be watered down into an all-encompassing
religion of the state and at that time some sought to separate themselves, to walk amore “spiritual” life.

The Desert Fathers founded monasticism when they fled to the desert, freaked out by what they saw happening to
their church. Instead these radicals looked to model a different, radical style of discipleship, full of sacrifice and
continual prayer.

St Patrick, a Celtic missionary, first entered Ireland as a slave and then returned years later as a missionary bishop.
Ireland was aland that was pagan where druidism and mythology were deeply woven into society. The monastic
lifestyle of Patrick and others like him wasn't so much about rebellion, as there was nothing established to rebel
against. But Patrick and his companions exhibited this same lifestyle of prayer, discipleship and sacrifice, taking
strong influence from the Desert Fathers of Egypt and Syria. Their missionary endeavors were about the
transformation of Ireland and then much of northern Europe. Their faith looked to integrate the world in which they
lived, bringing fresh Jesus life to dead or ungodly practices, festivals or places they found. They were committed to
the life of Christ bringing light to a dark world. They lived dangerously and differently.

St Francis of Assisi, maybe one of the most famous monks, formed his Franciscan movement out of an increasing
frustration with organized religion. His band of followers were regarded as so committed to Jesus that Francis
teaching was often considered unrealistic for most people and too extreme. Even so, both ordinary people and Popes
loved them for what they brought. Their vision was simply to follow Christ and to save the church.

St Benedict, founder of the Benedictines, began his journey when he went to the leader of his monastery, threw
down the Bible in front of him and asked, "When are we going to start living this out? His followers built a
movement which still exists today and had a major effect on my hometown of Reading. But when the Benedictines
became lax, new and stricter orders arose, such as the Cluniacs (who worked and studied less in order to pray more),
the Cistercians (who tried to obey Benedict's original rule more rigorously) and the Carthusians (who aspired to the
solitary life and fasted almost perpetually).

We may feel as uncomfortable with some of these extremes as we do with the laxity and compromise that
undermined the gospel, but ultimately, to them and to many others, monasticism was a decision to follow Jesusin
the most sacrificial and sold-out way that they could. But where do we see models of this life-changing and
revolutionary living in contemporary culture? Who are the new monks, the new punks, the new revolutionaries?
Perhapsit's even more pertinent to ask what's evolving in your life. What is the process of evolution taking placein
your church or your nation?

The doorway that God opened in my lifeis still opening out. it has taken me into the world of vows, communities,
contemplation and mission. In five yearsit has led me and others from opening some 24-7 prayer rooms to planting
Boiler Rooms, communities based around prayer and a monastic way of life. It has been nothing short of a
revolution in my life.

[Excerpt from the book PunkMunk © 2007 by Andy Freeman and Pete Greig, published by Survivor. Used with
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Defenders of the Bulwark

How secure is your family and community from the destructive
forces that seek to destroy?

by Don Schwager

When a great earthquake and tidal wave was spotted off the
northeast coast of Japan on the afternoon of March 11 2011, a
warning went out across the land. A few heard and fled to high
ground. But within minutes after the tsunami hit the coast, more
than 15,000 people perished. The destructive tsunami waves of up
to 38.9 metres (128 ft) swept houses, bridges, roads, trees, and
everything else into a massive ruble of destruction. One coastal
community survived intact from the full onslaught of the

destructive tsunami waves. This city had decided many years
previously to build an enormously high bulwark as a protective
wall, after they had suffered the destructive force of atidal wave
which caused great damage and loss of life. Their wise mayor had
convinced the residents that it was worth the enormous financial
cost and sacrifice of great human effort to build a high protective
wall for future generations as well.

Bulwarks in the ancient world were a common strategy for
protecting cities and nations from invading forces. The image of a
bulwark was used in the Scriptures to describe how God both
dwelt with his people and protected them from their enemies.

Paul the Apostle described the church as a “household of the
living God” which stood strong as a “pillar and bulwark of the
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). The Apostle Peter also used the image of
afortified house to describe how Christ called his followersto be
joined together as “living stones built into a spiritual house” with
Christ himself as the foundation and cornerstone (1 Peter 2:5,6).

Jesus, in one of his parables, contrasted two kinds of disciples—
one who built his house on sand and the other who built his house
on firm rock. The house built on sand was swept away when the
storms and floods beat upon it, while the house built on rock
stood secure and firm (Matthew 7:24-27). Today, unfortunately,
many Christians have built their lives on the shaky sands of
spiritual indifference, mora confusion, and preoccupation with
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lllustration based on the parable of Jesus about the house
built upon a rock standing firm against the storm and raging

flood waters (Matthew 7:24-27)

The Two Standards

a meditation by Ignatius of Loyola

adapted with comments by Don Schwager

Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a Spanish soldier
who converted to Christ after a near fatal battle
injury, wrote The Spiritual Exercises, a series
of meditations based on the Gospel texts, to help
people discern the call of Christ in their personal
lives.

In one of the meditations, called The Two
Standards, Ignatius paints a vivid picture of two
opposing armies and their captains. The first
captain is Christ, our commander-in-chief and
Lord; the other captain is Lucifer (also known as
Satan and the Devil), the mortal enemy of our
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worldly success and possessions. It doesn't take much to sweep human nature. Each captain calls the inhabitants

them away from allegiance to Christ and the protection which he of the earth to follow their respective standard, the
provides. flag of their army, raised on a pole to indicate the

rallying point in battle.

The deceits of Lucifer
“We are not fighting against flesh and blood, but against the Ignatius sets these two armies in a great field

spiritual army of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). around their respective capitols — Jerusalem and
Babylon. These great cities symbolize the two

opposing kingdoms - one established by God
(Revelations 21:2) and the other ruled by Lucifer
(Revelations 18). Ignatius points out the
importance of exercising spiritual discernment in

Spiritual warfare today

Jesus warned his followers, “Do not fear those who kill the body
but cannoF kill the soul, rather fear him who can destroy both soul order to understand how Satan works on huma
and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). The Apostle Paul stated that beings to win them over to his side. Ignatius
“we are not fighting against flesh and blood, but against the explains what kind of spiritual discemment we
spiritual army of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). should pray for;

The main battle in the universe is not good versus evil, but God
versus Satan (1 John 5:19). The Apostle Peter reminds us that
“our adversary the devil prowls around like aroaring lion,
seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:9). John the Evangelist in ...Ask for knowledge of the deceits of the
hisfirst letter declares that Jesus came to destroy the works of the bad chief [Lucifer] and help to guard myself
devil (1 John 3:8) in order to rescue us from Satan’s power and clgalai Ui, Etne 1o 4o Ea e Oris G

transfer usto Christ’s kingdom of peace and righteousness LT supreme L EDCETE| S
. Lord Jesus Christ] shows, and grace to
(Colossians 1:13).

imitate him.

Can Christians afford to remain neutral while the enemy, Satan,
continues to wage war on God and his people?

The first point s to imagine that the
chief of all the enemy was seated in that
great field of Babylon, as in a great chair of
The two kingdoms fire and smoke, in shape horrible and

The Scriptures make clear that there are terrifying.
ultimately only two kingdoms and two
banners that determine the course of our

destiny — the kingdom of light and the

The second, to consider how he issues
a summons to innumerable demons and how

kingdom of darkness, and the standard of
Christ and the standard of Lucifer. There
are no neutral parties— we are either for

he scatters them, some to one city and
others to another, and so through all the
world, not omitting any provinces, places,

one kingdom or the other, we either follow the standard of Christ states, nor any persons in particular.

or the standard of Satan.
The third, to consider the discourse

which he makes them, and how he tells them
to cast out nets and chains; that they have
first to tempt with a longing for riches - as
he is accustomed to do in most cas — that

How does Satan wield his power and influence the hearts and
minds of people over the earth? He seduces people through lies,
deception, and false promises of reward. John the Apostle states

that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one (1 John men and women may more easily come to
5:19). John speaks of the “world” as that society of men and vain honor of the world, and then to vast
women who are closed to God and not following his plan (John pride. So that the first step shall be that of
17:11,16; 1 John 2:15-17). riches; the second, that of honor; the third,

that of pride; and from these three steps he
The spiritual battle lines today draws on to all the other vices.
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In the spiritual battle we face today, Christ our Captain raises a Following Christ into battle
standard to rally his people to fight and defend the honor of his How does Christ our Lord, the true supreme and
name and the truth of his gospel. Are we prepared to follow him good captain, call us to his standard? Ignatius
into battle? Or do we sit in ease in the comfort of our homes uses three illustrations in his meditation to help us
while the enemy overtakes our land, schools and media, our understand how Christ draws us to himself:
cultural and entertainment outlets, our courts, hospitals, and seats
of government? The first pointis to consider how
Christ our Lord puts himself in a great field of
In a prophetic word to the Sword of the Spirit, the Lord has urged that region of Jerusalem, in lowly place,
preparation for the spiritual storms and battles that are sure to beautiful and attractive.
come.

The second point s to consider how

The storm isrising, the clouds gather, lightning, the Lord of all the world chooses so many

wind and storm great enough to carry off even the persons — apostles, disciples, friends,

strong, the unprepared, the confused. Where now is helpers, et alia — and sends them through all
’ ’ the world spreading his sacred doctrine

the shelter? Where the bulwark, the refuge? Where iy

iss the strength of my church when the storm is through all states and conditions of persons.

it?

upon it: The third pointis to consider the

) ) o ) discourse which Christ our Lord makes to all
What use isthere in buildi ng an island of peaceful his servants and friends whom he sends on
ease while all around you spiritua war rages? this expedition, recommending them to want
Either | will take your ease from you, and in to help all, by bringing them first to the
exchange for it a place in the battle, and with it my highest spiritual poverty, and - if his Divine
everlasting favor, or the enemy will take you from Majesty would be served and would want to
your ease, and give you in return for it punishment choose them - no less to actual poverty; the
and terror. Thereis no other alternative. You are a second is to embrace scornful treatment and
spiritual nation at war, and the spiritual war will SO O G TR WO Uiy
grow and draw you in, whether you wish to join or humility follows.

not. ...Act, train, and live as if you were at war.

So that there are to be three steps; the first,
poverty against riches; the second, contempt
against worldly honor; the third, humility
against pride. And from these three steps let
them be drawn to all the other virtues.

Satan’s strategy

Satan’s goal isto bring as many people as possible into his
kingdom, and to neutralize or remove anyone who tries to stand
in hisway. Satan isfiercely determined to not rest until he has
won over the hearts, minds, and souls of every person living on
the face of the earth today.

Satan is avery powerful master of deceit, and he knows our
weaknesses better than we do. He is always looking for ways to
gain mastery over our hearts and minds. He deceives human
beings and robs them of their spiritual authority and confidence,
often working through his human agents (worldly individuals and
groups who use their influence and the media to promote a
lifestyle and way of thinking which is contrary to the gospel).

If Satan can’t get Christiansto join his side, he tries to weaken
and neutralize them through intimidation, isolation, and the A Mighty Fortress
promise of false rewards. Why do many Christians come under
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his spell? Because the world is very attractive, many compromise
with its ways, yield to the flesh, and fall into Satan’s traps (1 John
2:15-17). Satan uses the world and its powerful tools of
propaganda to make good look evil and evil look good (Isaiah
5:20; Psalm 52:3).

Some areas vulnerable to Satan’s attack

Strong men and women of God have become a vanishing species
today — too few, too intimidated, too distracted, or discouraged.
He doesn’t want Christians to exercise moral leadership and
spiritual influence in their homes, schools, and communities.
Satan will do everything he can to distract and weaken us
spiritually, especially in our personal prayer life, in our marriages
and families, in our socia relationships, and in our communities
and churches. Men are genetically wired to protect their families
and communities. But something radical has changed in our
Western secularist culture. Through intimidation and persecution
from the world, Satan has robbed many Christian men today of
their rightful authority to govern and defend their families,
communities, churches, and society at large. Too many have
abandoned their posts or given up the fight and left the woman to
defend their families and communities alone.

Asan inventory of your own situation, ask yourself:

. Wheream | vulnerable to Satan’s lies and attack? Do |
make use of the spiritual wisdom and protection the Lord
gives mein hisword and through the support of other
Christians?

. Who isthe real master of my life? Whose voicedo | listen
to and obey — the voice of the world, the devil, or my
unruly thoughts and passions? Do | regularly read God’s
Word, obey it, and allow it to shape the way | think, act,
and speak? When | struggle with temptation, besetting sin,
and harmful habits, do | seek out the support and counsel
of others, especially those in my small group?

« Am | spiritualy in the right place with the Lord or am |
undisciplined, lazy, or distracted with other occupations
and interests?

. Dol neglect daily prayer and interceeding for my family,
community, work, and other responsibilities?

. Dol nourish and protect my spouse and family spiritually?
Do | strive to build a Christ-centered environment for my
family? Do | lead my family in prayer, teach my children
reverence for God’s Word, and help them grow in
Christian wisdom and maturity? Do | protect my children
from spiritual and moral harm, teach them to distinguish
good from evil, and help them recognize and resist the
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IS Our God

hymn by Martin Luther

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing.

Our helper he amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe.
His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,

Were not the right man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is he.

Lord Sabbaoth, his name,

From age to age the same,

And he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.

The Prince of Darkness grim,

We tremble not for him.

His rage we can endure,

For lo, his doom is sure.

One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers
Not thanks to them, abideth.

The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,

This mortal life also.

The body they may Kkill,

God's truth abideth still.

His kingdom is forever.
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temptations of the world, the flesh, and devil?

One of our key sources of protection is our fellow Christians —
our brothers and sistersin the Lord who stand firm in their faith.
The wisdom of scripture attests to this truth: “A brother is born
for adversity and afriend helps at all times” (Proverbs 17:17).
“Woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to
lift him up” (Ecclesiastes 4:10). “Though a man might prevail
against one who is alone, two will withstand him. A threefold
cord is not quickly broken (Ecclesiastes 4:12). Who do you turn
to for support, counsel, and spiritual protection? Do you have a
spiritual mentor and a small group you can meet with regularly
for prayer, support, and accountability? Eowyn — shieldmaiden of Rohan
in Tolkien's Lord of the Rings
Satan uses pride and shame to keep Christians from living in the
light with their brothers and sistersin the Lord. Here is some Onward Lady WETTITES
more inventory to help you assess your own personal situation,
and to help you move towards greater inner freedom: verse by Blanca Morales

. Dol neglect to pray regularly for my those in my small She is dangerous, her enemy says

group, to meet with them regularly, and to come prepared
to give some spiritual input and encouragement to help
them grow spiritually?

. Dol alow pride and shame to keep me from sharing
honestly and openly with my brothers, especially in areas
where | need to be accountable (i.e. care for my spouse
and family, stewardship of my time, money, and
possessions)? Do | hide my areas of personal weakness
and vulnerability to temptation (i.e. irresponsibility in the
home, addiction to pornography, excessive drinking or
eating)?

. Am | possessive or protective of my personal time and
resources? Am | willing and ready to serve where | am
needed in community and to share what | have with others
in need?

God’s strategy for overcoming the enemy

The enemy is powerful and easily outnumbers us. And he tells us
that we cannot win back the territory and the lives he has claimed
for himself. What chance of success do we have against these
odds? Can an outnumbered army defeat a stronger enemy? God
has fortunately not left us to our own devices. He fightsfor us
and with us. The Lord's spiritual army vastly outhumbers the
forces arrayed against him and his people. A great example of
this spiritual reality can be found in the Old Testament in the
Second Book of Kings, chapter 6. Elisha the prophet, through his
Intercessory prayers, thwarts the work of the Syrian army who
has come to destroy the people of Israel.
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Her strength is exhausting
Her femininity — powerful

Her modesty annihilates harm
And her purity defeats all evil

The defender of all innocence
Protector of man's virtue

She can endure great pain
With great amounts of love

Her shield is patience
Her helmet is peace

Her sword is the kindness
With which she kills

She is escorted by the angels
An army of guardians

She is guided by the Spirit

Of Light, Life, and War

Strong and courageous is she
Stepping behind enemy lines
Lighting torches

Brightening darkness
Crushing the enemy's head
With every single act of love

She laughs in the face of evil
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(Revelations 3:21-22).

| believe that God wants every Christian — man, woman, and
child — to take their shield and sword (the shield of faith and
sword of the Spirit) and fight for his honor, for the truth of the
gospel, and for the advancement of his kingdom. The victory is
assured because the Lord isthe Victor, and as we stand united
with him, our own victory is assured, as well.

[Don Schwager is a member of The Servants of the Word and the author of the
Daily Scripture Reading and Meditation website.]

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit

publishing address: Park Royal Business Centre, 9-17 Park Royal Road, Suite 108, London NW10 7L Q, United Kingdom
email: living.bulwark@yahoo.com
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Brian LaLonde (Ieft) W|th a young man from Oasis hiking near Mount Arthur, New Zealand

Serving Youth from Down Under

by Brian LaLonde

Many New Zealand youth are facing a severe loss of faith. One study suggests that religion there will
die out within this generation. Thisiswhat was on my mind as | asked the Lord how | could serve the
young men living there. | realized that the opportunity to take such atrip was atotal gift from God, but
| knew 1°d need to receive more from him in order to be a servant down under.

After 20 hours of travel and some time with the family hosting me with them making a valiant attempt
at explaining to me therules of cricket and rugby, | was ready to see some young people. My main
purpose on the trip was to lead a household of young men in the city of Christchurch. Household
move-in was Saturday. But the day after move-in, we were all thrown into 3-day event for young
people called “Summer Oasis,” held near Christchurch. Can you imagine being thrown into lead a
group of eight young guys from four New Zealand cities, without meeting any of them before?
Questions hit me, like, “Where’s the grocery store?’ “Have they even heard of Jesus?’ “Are these
guys going to be bored?’ | prayed, “Lord Jesus, | need your help!”
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youth dressed as martyrs - "Summer Oasis" retreat

By the grace of God, | was able to deliver some meaningful material to the 75 youth at the Oasis
event. One presentation was on the Christian martyrs. | used some multimedia profiles that | helped
put together for a previous youth conference, and students also learned about a particular figure
through a small group activity, using only newspapers, tape, and sticky notes, each group had to
transform a group member into afamous martyr of old. The best costume was of a martyr from the
Boxer Rebellion in China. According to local New Zealand custom, that team was rewarded with a big
bag of “lollies.” (From what | can tell, all candy isn’t “candy” there, but “lollies.””) The Summer Oasis
for me overall? It “went off atreat!” asthey say.

Brian (right) and a young Kiwi explore a cave

My personal highlight of the trip was the second-to-last day in our household. | spoke to the guys
about the story of the prodigal son, followed by afrank discussion about sin. We considered James
5:16: “Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.”
And then we did just that, taking atime of confession and prayer for one another. For most of the
guys, it was the first time they’d opened up like that. Later that night, we visited two of the fathersin
the community, Darren Humphries and Mark Challies, who had both spent time when they were
single living with households in the Servants of the Word in Ann Arbor, Michigan. We did an
evening of “ask anything,” and the young men received some great advice for living a Christ-centered
life. That was “Sweet as!” (Everything is “something-as” down there, so | always asked them, “Sweet-
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aswhat?’ “Funny-as what?”’)

Shortly after | left New Zealand, a devastating earthquake hit Christchurch in February — followed
again by another major earthquake this past June.

Our brothers and sistersin Christ living in and around Christchurch remain in my prayers. My
personal connection with them has continued. So when | heard of the first quake, | built awebsite to
connect our network of Christians here in North America with those in Christchurch. If you’d like to
read more about their reactions to the earthquake, visit http://christchurchquake.posterous.com.

[Brian LaLonde made his lifelong commitment to the Servants of the Word in September, 2009. He currently serves as
Mission Director for University Christian Outreach in Lansing, Ml and is Webmaster for a number of websites. |

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit
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Sam Wolf (right) with new found friend in Detroit

The Blessing of Working with the Poor

by Sam Wolf

One of the great blessings of my Standing in the Gap year of service and mission with Y outhWorks-
Detroit has been the opportunity to work with the poor. It isablessing | had not appreciated before

thisyear. | knew that there was something inherently good about serving with the poor, but | always
told myself it was not for me. It would require a great deal of sacrifice, working with a group that was
radically different from me, and giving without ever getting anything back.

They’re so different from me

One of thefirst things | noticed this year was my tendency to think of the poor as agroup. So from
the start | had created a barrier. A group was much easier to think about then individual people. A
group could be generalized, de-personalized. A group has certain characteristics which define it. The
characteristics of the poor did not define me— | did not belong to that group. It would be hard to work
with those people, | thought, because they were part of agroup | was not part of. Since coming to
Detroit, | have yet to work with the poor; | have worked with people.
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Sam helping Sr. Judy prepare lunches for the homeless

This realization hit me the first day | went out to deliver lunches to the homeless. As part of my gap
service | head to the east side of Detroit once aweek to help Sr. Judie Anne. Three or moretimesa
week, she makes 75 to 80 bag lunches, gets in her van, and drives through the neighborhood around
Eastern Market in Detroit giving them away. When | arrived to help her that first day, | thought my
mission was to feed the poor. Aswe drove past block after block of abandoned houses and overgrown
lots, stopping at houses which shouldn’t even be called homes, as individuals and families came out,
that mission grew into impossibility. The food we gave them would provide their lunch that day, but
nothing more. They would have the same troubles tomorrow. They would still be living in the same
run-down house, with the same problems of unemployment, sickness, alcoholism, and drug addiction.
Feeding them today would make no difference in their life if they starved tomorrow.

But | saw something else as we drove. At every stop, Sr. Judie said, “Hello,” and she asked how
everyone was and prayed with those who were sick or asked for prayer. | was amazed that everyone
knew her, and she knew them. There was a name to go with every lunch. It was then that | discovered
the real mission: the goal of this service was not to feed the poor of Detroit, it was to love them. |
could not love this thing | thought was the poor, but | could love Chester, Rocko, Mike, Pat, Dale and
Leroy.
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Getting more than you give

Before coming to Detroit, | did not know what it meant to work with the poor, but | did know it
entailed sacrifice. The rewards for working with the poor were long hours for too little pay and limited
career advancement in afield where the successes are hard to see from the outside. The bleakness of
working with the poor made me quickly dismiss the idea of ever doing work in the areafor an
extended period of time. But God called me here to Detroit to do things which | thought | would never
do.

The belief that there was no earthly reward for working with the poor was a product of my own sense
of superiority. | could certainly give to them my talents, my service, my time. What could they give
me? For these people, many who struggled with unpaid bills, drugs, alcohol, and mental illness, to
give me something meant that they had something that | did not. To my surprise, | discovered they
did.

What they have and share with me is their faith, hope, and love. Every time | go with Sr. Judie and go
to the soup kitchen, | am blessed by the people | see. They express gratitude for things which | take for
granted. They know that what they have is agift from God. They encourage my faith when they share
about how God has worked in their lives, and how he will continue to provide for their daily needs.
Their hopeisfirmly planted in the Lord. And the gift they give most freely istheir love.

My admiration for those who serve the poor has not diminished. | have seen first-hand the challenges
that they face, but | have also seen the blessing of their work and | have experienced those blessings
myself. Those blessings have changed how | view working with the people | once called the poor.

[Sam Wolf grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota as a part of the Community of Christ the Redeemer. He studied Political Science
at the University of Minnesota and graduated last May. He is currently doing a Gap year serving with YouthWorks-Detroit
and is a staff worker for Detroit Summer Outreach in Detroit, Michigan, US.]
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: __ from Jean Barbara, President of the Sword of the
e Spirit

“The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of
the Lord, how to please the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:32).
How true this statement of Paul’s is about each
and every brother of “the Servants of the Word,”
and how prophetic, exemplary, and inspiring their
individual lives are for each one of us in the Sword
of the Spirit — whether we are married or not, old or

young.

“Now the company of those who believed were of
one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things which he possessed was his own, but they
had everything in common” (Acts 4:32).” How
accurately this description of the early Christian
community portrays the common life of “the
Servants of the Word,” and how prophetic,
exemplary, and inspiring their life together is for

Se rvants Of th e WO rd each of the Sword of the Spirit communities

around the world.

Steve Clark, founder of the Servants of the Word (second from right) with brothers gathered for
an international council meeting in August 2010

lemg thanks for fOfty years Itis God’s plan and initiative that the Sword of the

of God's call and faithfulness Spirit and the Servants of the Word do not exist
without each other and that they share the same

call and mission. May the Lord then — in his great
mercy and favor — grant and gift each and every
one of our local communities not only with single
men who choose this life of sanctity, martyrdom,

The Servants of the Word is an ecumenical, international

brotherhood of men living single for the Lord within a larger
community of communities, the Sword of the Spirit. The

brotherhood began 40 years ago in August of 1971. Today and mission, but with enough of them to so that we

thﬁre are more than fzrty I'fek;?? members, ?Iong with many see built in each of our communities a “Servants of
other younger men who are affiliates or in a formation process the Word” household.

in the Servants of the Word. The brothers live a common way
of life in ten households around the world and actively serve
in the mission of the Sword of the Spirit, an international ,
network of Christian communities. The following articles ellelEEl e
highlight some of the key aspects of the brotherhood, as well
as its early beginnings.

And warm congratulations on your 40th

The Beginnings
of the Servants of the Word

by Michael Shaughnessy and Don Schwager

An Introduction to Servants
of the Word

The Servants of the Word — an ecumenical,
by Andy Pettman international brotherhood of men living single for
the Lord within a larger community of communities,
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In the New Testament, a young man seeks out Jesus to learn from
him the path to eternal life. Jesus’ reply was a personal invitation
—“Go, sell what you have and give to the poor ... and come,
follow me” (Mark 10:21). That invitation has been taken up by
Christians through the centuries; the Servants of the Word began
with asimilar call.

In the early 1970s, a group of young men, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, came together with a common vision for alife of total
consecration to God, lived in community and in simplicity, for
the sake of more fruitful and effective service to the Christian
people. What follows is a brief description of the most important
aspects of our brotherhood.

Single for the Lord

There are many ways of following the Lord, and most Christians
are called to the blessing of marriage, family life, and fruitful
careers. But by choosing to stay single, we in the Servants of the
Word are free to devote our time, energy, and resources to more
direct and concerted service of the Lord and his people (1
Corinthians 7:25-33). Jesus himself is our best model of aman
whose perfect freedom and single-minded dedication to his
Father enabled him to accomplish his mission on earth (Matthew
19:10-12).

“In response to the exceeding greatness of the gift of God, we
dedicate ourselves to loving him with all our heart, mind, soul and
strength, and consecrate our lives to his service.”

— from Servants of the Word Covenant

Servanthood

Our name, The Servants of the Word, expresses our fundamental
identity: we are servants of Jesus Christ, servants of his Gospel
which we wish to proclaim to others, and servants of the local
communities of which we are a part and of the larger Sword of
the Spirit, an international and ecumenical federation of covenant
communities. As servants, we believe that our lives are “not our
own” (1 Corinthians 6:19), and we wish to place al our time and
every aspect of our lives at the disposal of the Lord and of his
people.
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the Sword of the Spirit — traces its roots to the late
1960s and early 1970s — a time of turbulent
change and division in the US, marked by
countercultural forces that led to mass student
rebellion, the sexual revolution, hippie communes,
the peace movement, riots, and violent anti-war
demonstrations. But it was also a time of God
acting in a powerful way through new movements,
including the charismatic renewal and the
covenant community movement.

1967 - Steve Clark (left) with Gerry Rauch

During this period, Steve Clark, the founder of the
Servants of the Word, began to call young men to
serious personal discipleship and to a common life

and mission as men living single for the Lord.

Steve had been converted to Christ when he was a
university student at Yale in 1960. Two books
about Francis of Assisi, The Little Flowers of
Saint Francis and The Mirror of Perfection,
were key in bringing him to personal faith. In
reading these books he saw that being a Christian
involved more than intellectual assent to the truth
of Christianity — it also involved a living, personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Like Francis, Steve
quickly decided that he needed to make a more
concrete response to the call of Christ. Francis of
Assisi had made a decision to live as a radical
disciple of Christ. This call to radical discipleship
provided the vision for Steve to decide to live
single for the Lord and to call others to serious
personal discipleship.

While at Yale, Steve was also involved with the
Morehouse Catholic chaplaincy which was
attempting to build a faith community environment.
This attempt at community began to form the basis
of Steve's vision for building a community of
disciples on mission. He saw that those who were
involved in Christian activities together grew in
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Dan Keating (left) & Andy Pettman (right) are frequent speakers at conferences

Teaching God’s word

Because we are Servants of the Word, we aim to serve the Word
of God, that is, the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. One
expression of thisisthe love we have for God’s Word in
Scripture. While every brother makes time regularly for reading
and studying the Bible, some of us who are able to do so receive
additional and in-depth training to better equip ourselvesto teach
from the Scripture. We feel privileged to be able to teach God’s
truth from his Word, providing wisdom for living as Christiansin
the modern world.

Our brothers frequently teach at retreats, conferences, and prayer
meetings. Some brothers have also written books which have
inspired and helped many people.

A commitment to ecumenism

God calls al Christiansto love one another despite the real
differences which exist between various denominations. The
Servants of the Word is open to men from the full spectrum of
Christian churches; today we have men from various Protestant,
Anglican, Catholic and Orthodox traditions joined to our life. We
believe that what already unites usin Christ is greater than that
which still divides us. Christians from many backgrounds can live
and serve together in peace and love in spite of doctrinal
differences. Whether praying and worshipping the Lord together,
or advancing the cause of Christianity through evangelism and
other society-impacting activities, our brothers endeavor to
respect the differences among the churches while sharing
commonly-held beliefs and practices as fully as we can.

Asour Covenant expressesiit: “We will pray for Christian unity
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disciples, let us answer the invitation
without hesitation or reluctance. Let us
gladly sell al, and leave everything else
behind, and make the Lord himself, and
the Lord alone, our life.”

First commitments

In August 1971, Steve and seven young men who
were seriously interested in pursuing a call to live
single for the Lord, took a 10-day retreat in Dexter,
Michigan. Over a period of months they had spent
time praying, fasting, and talking together about
giving themselves to God in a special way. They
had studied the rules of many religious and
monastic orders. They read through and discussed
the rules of Francis of Assisi, Benedict, Basil and
read Cassian’s conferences. During the retreat in
Dexter, Steve and the group set about putting
together a set of ideals which they sought to live by
and formulated these ideals into a written
‘covenant.” At the end of the retreat, they each
made a temporary commitment to live single for
the Lord. The Servants of the Word was born.

1974 prayer meeting in Ann Arbor - Bruce Y ocum
(right), Steve Clark (center), Don Schwager (l€ft)

Two and a half years later, in January 1974, five of
the original group of eight deepened this
commitment while on retreat at the Trappist
monastery of Genesee, in western New York
State. During that retreat, they voluntarily made a
promise to remain single for the Lord for the
remainder of their lives and to live together a
common life in community. The lifelong nature of
the commitment greatly strengthened the fledging
brotherhood and guaranteed it stability to go
forward.

One year later, in 1975, the young brotherhood
adopted a name: The Servants of the Word. The
name reflects the call they believed God had given
them, a call to be servants of the Word of God,
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and so live that our life together might be an aid to the Christian Jesus Christ, servants of the Gospel which they
people as we all seek the Lord’s path to fuller unity.” wished to proclaim to others, and servants of the
covenant community which began in Ann Arbor,
The Word of God, which joined with other
communities around the world in 1982 as a
“community of communities” called the Sword of
the Spirit.

Tadhg Lynch (left) & Dave Quintana (right) lead a mission household in Dublin

Evangelism and youth outreach
Many Servants of the Word are engaged in direct mission to
young people. Often this involves organizing youth and

university-age groups in which young people can discover (or re- L o\
discover) Christian faith, experience love and acceptance from 11975 prayer meeting in Ann Arbor - two of the"'eany'
peers, and receive guidance and teaching from older Christians. brothers who decided to live single for the Lord were

The activities our brothers are engaged in vary greatly: Bible Hee) Keizey (i) € Belzell (fghi

studies, retreats, international conferences, drama, community )
projects, summer camps, outings — in short, any event in which Growth and expansion

young people can be challenged, trained, and won over to a The next several years (1976-1990) were a time of
deeper life of discipleship growth and expansion. The Servants of the Word

went abroad to Belgium (1976) and London (1979)

o o . to help build communities. Men came from other
Building Christian community _ communities and countries to "taste and see" and
Toliveasadisci ple has never been easy. However, with modern some went to see if they could begin a

Western society moving away from its Christian roots, being a brotherhood back home — with varying degrees of
Christian disciple is probably as hard today as at any time in the success.
past. Strong committed relationships are akey helpinliving asa

disciple, and since its beginnings the Servants of the Word has In late 1981 a brotherhood that was started in a
worked hard to found, build, and strengthen communities of community in Minneapolis, Minnesota, decided to
families and singles bound together by a covenant, or agreement, move to Ann Arbor. The merger of the two

to love and care for one another. These communities have over brotherhoods in 1982, and the interest of many

the last forty years become not only places of support for their brothers from Lebanon, the Philippines, and Latin

to those around them. the decision that the Servants of the Word would

become an international brotherhood.

In 1986 the Servants of the Word established a
household in Manila, Philippines. In 1989 a
household was established in Belfast, Northern
Ireland. And in 1990 a household was established
in Monterrey, Mexico.

In recent years the Servants of the Word have
established a household of affiliates in Lebanon,
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Brothers from London and Belfast on retreat in Glenarif, Northern Ireland

Around the world

The Servants of the Word is part of an international and
intercultural network of more than 60 Christian ‘covenant’
communities of families and singles called The Sword of the

Spirit.

All our brothersin different houses throughout the world are
actively involved in their local Sword of the Spirit communities.
The result has been a mutual enrichment: brothers often provide
much needed service to the community, and at the same time
receive tremendous love and support from community members.
For us, Jesus’ promise istime and again fulfilled: that we who
have left behind families and homes and lands would find so
much more in return — more families and homes and lands.

Living for a high ideal

In the Gospel, Jesus’ call to discipleship to the rich, young man
was aloving call: “And Jesus looking upon him loved

him” (Mark 10:21). Unfortunately, the man was unwilling to
accept the invitation — “His face fell, and he went away
sorrowful.”

We in the Servants of the Word see ourselves as men who have
been richly blessed by God. We desire to answer the Lord’s
invitation with joyful, wholehearted, and single-minded
devotion. Rather than turning away sorrowfully, we want to be
his dedicated servants and disciples, having him as our treasure
and portion.

Asour Covenant reads, “To have the Lord as our only treasure
and to live with an undivided and single heart is the life of the
Kingdom.” We therefore accept this high ideal as an upward call
of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14), making every effort to
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and have expanded the number of households in
the US to six locations in Michigan.

Decision points for joining

What is it that attracts a man to consider living the
life of the Servants of the Word? Possibly the
most important is a desire to consecrate one's life
to the Lord in a radical way, living a life of single-
minded dedication to the Lord, or, as the Apostle
Paul describes it, “To be undivided in heart and to
be anxious only about the affairs of the Lord, how
to please the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:32).

Jamie Treadwell, an Anglican who joined the
Servants of the Word in 1987, expressed how he
reached his decision:

“There was a point in my life when | realized that, if
Christianity was true, then there was no other way
to live it except in a wholehearted way.

Committing myself to the Servants of the Word
was the way | felt God inviting me to fulfil the
calling he had given me.”

Doug Smith, a Reformed Christian who joined the
Servants of the Word in 1985, puts it similarly:

“My desire was to live for God as fervently as |
could. When | came into contact with the Servants
of the Word, | saw it as a way to live radically for
God. As | became more involved, | saw it as
God’s way for me.”

The Servants of the Word in London host a "come
and see" weekend retreat for men interested in
learning more about brotherhood life and the call to
live single for the Lord.
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love him and to make him loved.

Andy Pettman is senior coordinator of Antioch Community in London, UK and
leader of the Servants of the Word household in London. He is a member of
the Sword of the Spirit teaching team and regularly speaks at conferences,
seminars, and retreats.

N 4
P ‘ Brotherhood of Hope
From its beginning the Servants of the Word has

actively supported other men and women living
single for the Lord, including the Brotherhood of
Hope and Bethany Association for women living
single for the Lord in the Sword of the Spirit.

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit

publishing address: Park Royal Business Centre, 9-17 Park Royal Road, Suite 108, London NW10 7L Q, United Kingdom
email: living.bulwark@yahoo.com
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Listen, My Son

from the Prologue to the Rule of St. Benedict

Benedict's Rule and Early Monasticism

Christian monasticism emerged as a distinct movement in the early 4th century. It was not so much an
innovation as a fresh expression of the ascetic spirit present in the beginnings of the church. The
monastic movement greatly influenced the development and spread of Christianity, not only in the East
but in the West as well. An anonymous 4th century author of the History of the Monks in Eqypt
describes how monastic communities formed a series of bulwarks for the surrounding churches in the
East. “There is no town or village in Egypt of the Thebaid that is not surrounded by hermitages as if by
walls, and the people depend on their prayers as if on God himself... Through them the world is kept in
being.” Theodore the Studite, a 9th century monastic reformer, wrote, “Monks are the sinews and
foundations [support structures] of the church.”

Benedict of Nursia (480-547 AD) lived in Italy when the great Roman Empire was disintegrating. After his
education in Rome, he decided to follow the Gospel more radically by living a more secluded life of prayer
and Scripture study. He wrote his Rule for a group of men who wanted to follow him. He founded 12
monasteries. His Rule draws upon the wisdom of earlier monastic elders in Egypt, Cappadocia, Italy, and
Gaul. The life envisioned in the Rule is one of balance between worship, study, contemplation, and work.
It not only governed the life and work of the brothers who lived in monastic community, it also charged
them to read the Scriptures and other holy writings every day. This led to monks writing as well as
copying and preserving books. Western historians owe a great debt to Benedict and the Benedictines for
the ancient documents they preserved and the medieval historical sources they created. Scholars of
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religion and culture have long recognized the deep spiritual wisdom, psychological insight, and profound
influence of St. Benedict’s Rule not only on monasticism, but on all of western civilization

The Prologue to the Rule of St. Benedict

Do battle for Christ, the true King

Listen carefully, my son, to the master's instructions, and attend to them with the ear of

your heart. Thisis advice from afather who loves you: welcome it, and faithfully put it

into practice. The labor of obedience will bring you back to him from whom you had drifted through
the sloth of disobedience. This message of mine isfor you, then, if you are ready to give up your own
will, once and for all, and armed with the strong and noble weapons of obedience to do battle for the
true King, Christ the Lord.

First of al, every time you begin a good work, you must pray to him most earnestly to

bring it to perfection. In his goodness, he has already counted us as his sons, and therefore we should
never grieve him by our evil actions. With his good gifts which are in us, we must obey him at all times
that he may never become the angry father who disinherits his sons nor the dread lord, enraged by our
sins, who punishes us forever as worthless servants for refusing to follow him to glory.

Let us get up then, at long last, for the Scriptures rouse us when they say; “It is high time

for usto rise from sleep” (Romans 13:11). Let us open our eyesto the light that comes from God, and
our ears to the voice from heaven that every day calls out this charge. “If you hear his voice today, do
not harden your heart” (Psalm 95:7-8). And again, “Y ou that have ears to hear, listen to what the Spirit
saysto the churches” (Revelation 2:7). And what does he say? “Come and listen to me, sons. | will
teach you the fear of the Lord” (Psalm 34:11). “Run while you have the light of life, that the darkness
of death may not overtake you” (John 12:35).
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The Lord has called us

Seeking his workman in a multitude of people, the Lord calls out to him and lifts his

voice again. “Is there anyone here who yearns for life and desires to see good days?’ (Psalm 34:12). If
you hear this and your answer is “l do,” God then directs these words to you:

“If you desire true and eternal life, keep your tongue free from vicious talk and your lips

from all deceit: turn away from evil and do good: let peace be your quest and aim” (Psalm

33:12-14). Once you have done this, my eyeswill be upon you and my ears will listen to your prayers.
“And even before you ask me, | will say to you, 'Here | am” (Isaiah 58:9). What, dear brothers, is more
delightful than this voice of the Lord calling to us? See how the Lord in his love shows us the way of
life. Clothed then with faith and the performance of good works, let us set out on this way, with the
Gospel for our guide, that we may deserve to see him “who has called us to his kingdom™ (1
Thessalonians 2:12).

If we wish to dwell in the tent of this kingdom, we will never arrive unless we run there by
doing good deeds. But let us ask the Lord with the Prophet [King David]: “Who will dwell in your tent,
Lord; who will find rest upon your holy mountain?’ (Psalm 15:1).

He has foiled the evil one

After this question, brothers, let us listen well to what the Lord saysin reply, for he shows us the way to
histent [dwelling place]. “One who walks without blemish,” he says, “and isjust in all his dealings,
who speaks the truth from his heart, and has not practiced deceit with his tongue, who has not wronged
afellow man in any way, nor listened to slanders against his neighbor” (Psalm 15:2-3). He has foiled
the evil one, the devil, at every turn, flinging both him and his promptings far from the sight of his
heart. While these temptations were still “young, he caught hold of them and dashed them” against
Christ [Psalm 15: 4; 137: 9]. These people fear the Lord, and do not become elated over their good
deeds. They judge that it is the Lord's power, not their own, that brings about the good in them. They
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praise (Palms 15:4) the Lord working in them, and say with the Prophet [King David]: “Not to us give
the glory, but to your name alone” (Psalm 115:1).

In just thisway Paul the Apostle refused to take credit for the power of his preaching. He declared, “By
God's grace | am what | am” (1 Corinthians 15:10). And again he said, “He who boasts should make
his boast in the Lord” (2 Corinthians 10:17). That iswhy the Lord saysin the Gospel, “Whoever hears
these words of mine and does them is like a wise man who built his house upon rock. The floods came
and the winds blew and beat against the house, but it did not fall. It was founded on rock (Matthew
7:24-25).

Prepare your hearts

With this conclusion, the Lord waits for us daily to translate into action, as we should, his teachings.
Therefore our life span has been lengthened by way of atruce, that we may amend our misdeeds. As
the Apostles says, “Do you not know that the patience of God is leading you to repent” (Romans 2:4).
And indeed the Lord assures usin hislove, “I do not wish the death of the sinner, but that he turn back
to me and live” (Ezekiel 33:11).

Brothers, now that we have asked the Lord who will dwell in histent, we have heard the instruction for
dwelling in it, but only if we fulfill the obligations of those who live there. We must, then, prepare our
hearts and bodies for the battle of holy obedience to hisinstructions. What is not possible to us by
nature, let us ask the Lord to supply by the help of his grace. If we wish to reach eternal life, even aswe
avoid the torments of hell, then — while there is still time, while we are in this body and have time to
accomplish al these things by the light of life — we must run and do now what will profit us forever.

A school for the Lord's service

Therefore we intend to establish a school for the Lord's service. In drawing up its regulations, we hope
to set down nothing harsh, nothing burdensome. The good of all concerned, however, may prompt usto
alittle strictness in order to amend faults and to safeguard love.
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Do not be daunted immediately by fear and run away from the road that |eads to salvation. It is bound
to be narrow at the outset. But as we progress in thisway of life and in faith, we shall run on the path of
God's commandments, our hearts overflowing with the inexpressible delight of love. Never swerving
from hisinstructions, then, but faithfully observing his teaching in the monastery until death, we shall

through patience share in the sufferings of Christ that we may deserve also to share in his kingdom.
Amen.

[Translation from The Rule of St. Benedict in Latin and English with Notes, edited by Timothy Fry, OSB, St.
Benedict's Abbey, Atchison, Kansas 1981.]

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit

publishing address: Park Royal Business Centre, 9-17 Park Royal Road, Suite 108, London NW10 7L Q, United Kingdom
email: living.bulwark@yahoo.com
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St. Francis of Assisi, painting by Michael O'Brien

Perfect Joy

from The Little Flowers of St. Francis

The following story is taken from The Little Flowers of St. Francis, a collection of noteworthy events
in the lives of St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) and his followers. These stories were compiled by Brother
Ugolino during the early 1300's. Ugolino attempted to draw out similarities between Jesus and St. Francis,

since both leaders taught their disciples to deny the things of this world and instead to seek humility and
holiness.
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How St. Francis taught Brother Leo

One winter day St. Francis was coming to St. Mary of the Angels from Perugia with Brother Leo, and
the bitter cold made them suffer keenly. St. Francis called to Brother Leo, who was walking a bit ahead
of him, and he said: “Brother Leo, even if the Friars Minor in every country give a great example of
holiness and integrity and good edification, nevertheless write down and note carefully that perfect joy
isnot in that.”

And when he had walked on abit, St. Francis called him again, saying: “Brother Leo, even if aFriar
Minor gives sight to the blind, heals the paralyzed, drives out devils, gives hearing back to the desaf,
makes the lame walk, and restores speech to the dumb, and what is still more, brings back to life aman
who has been dead four days, write that perfect joy isnot in that.”

And going on abit, St. Francis cried out again in astrong voice: “Brother Leo, if aFriar Minor knew all
languages and all sciences and Scripture, if he also knew how to prophesy and to reveal not only the
future but also the secrets of the consciences and minds of others, write down and note carefully that
perfect joy isnot in that.”

And as they walked on, after awhile St. Francis called again forcefully: “Brother Leo, Little Lamb of
God, even if aFriar Minor could speak with the voice of an angel, and knew the courses of the stars and
the powers of herbs, and knew all about the treasures in the earth, and if he knew the qualities of birds
and fishes, animals, humans, roots, trees, rocks, and waters, write down and note carefully that true joy
isnot in that.”

And going abit farther, St. Francis called again strongly: “Brother Leo, even if aFriar Minor could
preach so well that he should convert all infidels to the faith of Christ, write that perfect joy is not
there.”

Now when he had been talking this way for a distance of two miles, Brother Leo in great amazement
asked him: “Father, | beg you in God’s nhame to tell me where perfect joy is.”

And St. Francisreplied: “When we come to St. Mary of the Angels, soaked by the rain and frozen by
the cold, all soiled with mud and suffering from hunger, and we ring at the gate of the place and the
brother porter comes and says angrily: ‘Who are you?” And we say: ‘We are two of your brothers.” And
he contradicts us, saying: ‘Y ou are not telling the truth. Rather you are two rascals who go around
deceiving people and stealing what they give to the poor. Go away!” And he does not open for us, but
makes us stand outside in the snow and rain, cold and hungry, until night falls— then if we endure all
those insults and cruel rebuffs patiently, without being troubled and without complaining, and if we
reflect humbly and charitably that the porter really knows us and that God makes him speak against us,
oh Brother Leo, write that perfect joy is there!

“And if we continue to knock, and the porter comes out in anger, and drives us away with curses and
hard blows like bothersome scoundrels, saying: ‘Get away from here, you dirty thieves— go to the
hospital! Who do you think you are? Y ou certainly won’t eat or sleep herel’— and if we bear it patiently
and take the insults with joy and love in our hearts, oh, Brother Leo, write that that is perfect joy!

Perfect joy is only in the cross
“And if later, suffering intensely from hunger and the painful cold, with night falling, we still knock and
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call, and crying loudly beg them to open for us and let us comein for the love of God, and he grows ill
more angry and says. ‘Those fellows are bold and shameless ruffians. I’ll give them what they deserve!”
And he comes out with aknotty club, and grasping us by the cowl throws us onto the ground, rolling us
in the mud and snow, and beats us with that club so much that he covers our bodies with wounds — if we
endure all those evils and insults and blows with joy and patience, reflecting that we must accept and
bear the sufferings of the Blessed Christ patiently for love of him, oh, Brother Leo, write: that is perfect

joy!

“And now hear the conclusion, Brother Leo. Above all the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit which
Christ givesto hisfriendsisthat of conquering oneself and willingly enduring sufferings, insults,
humiliations, and hardships for the love of Christ. For we cannot glory in al those other marvel ous gifts
of God, asthey are not ours but God’s, as the Apostle says: ‘What have you that you have not
received?’

“But we can glory in the cross of tribulations and afflictions, because that it ours, and so the Apostle
says: ‘I will not glory save in the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ!’”

To whom be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
[Excerpt from The Little Flowers of St. Francis, translated, edited and compiled by Raphael Brown.]
(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit
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The pearl of great price and the treasure hidden in
a field were a reminder of the vastness of what is
at stake. Compared with that, all other successes
are meaningless; men will make the kingdom their
own only if they are willing to sacrifice everything
else for it.

- Frank Sheed, To Know Christ Jesus

In the Spotlight

Pearls Most Precious

With their beautiful luster and glowing iridescence, pearls
were considered to have far greater value than gold in the
ancient world. A fragment of the oldest known pearl
jewelry was found in the sarcophagus of a Persian
princess who died in 520 B.C. Egyptians prized pearls so
much that they, too, were buried with them. In the first
century B.C., Julius Caesar decreed that only rulers of the
Joyfully Discovering the Kingdom Roman Empire could wear pearls, the ultimate symbol of
wealth and social stature. Cleopatra reportedly dropped a
pearl into a glass of wine and then drank it, simply to win
a wager with Mark Antony that she could consume the
wealth of an entire nation in a single meal. In A.D. 77,
Pliny the Elder observed in his Natural History that
pearls were “the richest merchandise of all, and the most
sovereign commodity throughout the whole world.”

The Treasure and the Pearl

By Jeanne Kun

[Jesus said to his disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven
is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

Pearls are formed in the depths of the sea by oysters,
mussels, and mollusks. Merchants in Jesus’ day went to
the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean in
search of pearls of the highest quality. Unios, the Latin
word used to describe a large, fine pearl, literally means

_ o _ “unique” or “singular,” since no two of these natural
Jesus had J ust dismissed the crowds after telli ng them the wonders are exact|y alike.

parable of the weeds and the wheat. The disciples followed
him into a house, asking for an explanation. He provided
one (Matthew 13:36-43) — and then promptly told them
several more parables about the kingdom of God, including Pondering the Word
this pair about the hidden treasure and the pearl. Did the
disciples see their own experiences mirrored in these twin 1. What might it have cost the two men —

parables? besides money — to possess what they had
discovered? What risks might have been
involved in making their purchases?

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

- Matthew 13:44-46
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2. Why do you think Jesus used hidden treasure
and a pear| to describe the kingdom of heaven?
What clues do these parables provide about the
nature of God’s kingdom?

3. Jesus notes that the man in the field
experienced joy even as he prepared to sell al
of his possessions to buy the plot of land. How
does this further emphasize Jesus’ point about
the value of the kingdom of heaven? About the
value of worldly things?

4. Jesustold these parables to hisdisciplesin
private, not to the crowds in general (Matthew
13:36). What does this suggest to you? What
light does this shed on the meaning and cost of
discipleship?

The man who discovered the buried treasure sold
everything he possessed — perhaps a donkey, hiswife’s

weaving loom, his family’s house and furniture — to acquire [l s e uakas ek st
it the treasure and the pearl between Jesus’

explanation of the parable of the weeds among
the wheat and a similar parable about a net
thrown into the sea, from which the good fish
are separated from the bad. Why do you think
Matthew put the parablesin that order?

The merchant, too, sold al he had to buy the exquisite pearl
that far surpassed any he had ever seen before.

Each man’s response to his discovery was the same:
Recognizing his find to be of inestimable worth, he
sacrificed whatever was necessary to make it hisown. The
purchasers didn’t haggle over price. Nor did they bemoan
what their acquisitions would cost them. On the contrary,
they made their transactions joyfully, because what both
men stood to gain was so tremendous that it made any
monetary cost, any sacrifice, any leap of faith insignificant
in comparison.

Grow!

1. Was your own “discovery” of Christ
seemingly accidental and unexpected or the
result of much searching on your part? How did
you respond to this discovery?

2. What has your decision to follow Christ cost

- you? What part of the “purchase price” to obtain
the treasure did you find most difficult to pay?
Are you withholding any part of the price? If so,
why?

3. Which aspect of the parable speaks to you
most personally right now? The joy of
discovery? The value of the kingdom? The total

Perhaps like the man who unexpectedly stumbled on the commitment of self to God? Why?

fortune hidden in the ground, the disciples hadn’t been

actively looking for the Messiah. Or they may have been 4. In what ways have you shared the treasure
more like the merchant, seeking something of great intrinsic XSRSV RN O T E RN IR C STz |

worth that would enrich their lives. ways could you share that treasure even more?
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No matter whether they had come upon their treasure
inadvertently or had found it after along search, the
disciples had responded like the men in the parable.

The disciples had given up everything that previously
defined their lives — their livelihoods, their homes, and their
families — to follow an itinerant rabbi who they believed to
be the long-awaited Messiah (Mark 1:16-20).

Following Jesus required total surrender and commitment
(Matthew 16:24-26; Luke 9:23, 14:26-33). It also required
an unwavering faith that the kingdom Jesus was
inaugurating was truly the “pearl of great price.” Through
thispair of parables, Jesus reassured them that, yes, what
they had given up could not even begin to compare with
what he would give them in return.

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife
or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the
kingdom of God, who will not get back very much morein
this age, and in the age to come eternal life” (Luke 18:29-
30).

The message of these brief parables offers encouragement
to usaswell. It’s not easy to make aradical investment of
ourselvesin Christ. It requires an act of faith to live
singleheartedly for him. We may find ourselves at different
stagesin our journey — perhaps reluctant to sacrifice certain
thingsin our lives, perhaps giving up something for atime
only to take it back.

But thereisliterally everything to gain by persevering. And
as we come to joyfully recognize “the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:8), we become more
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5. How does the way you use your resources —
your talents, time, money — reflect the value you
place on God’s kingdom?

Reflect!

1. Making Jesus and the kingdom of heaven our
greatest treasure affects the other priorities and
goalsin our lives. Consider what adjustments
you might need to make to better reflect the
value you place on Jesus and building his
kingdom.

2. Reflect on the following passages to enhance
your understanding of the parables you have
just studied:

The price of wisdom is above pearls. (Job
28:18)

If you seek [wisdom] like silver,

and search for it as for hidden treasures —
then you will understand the fear of the LORD
and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:4-
5)

Jesus said to [the rich young man], “If you wish
to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and
give the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
When the young man heard this word, he went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.
(Matthew 19:21-22)

[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid,
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:32-
34)

Yet whatever gain | had, these | have come to
regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, | regard everything as loss because of the
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like the men in the parables — rushing off to “sell” all we
have for the great treasure of Jesusreigning in our lives.

In the Spotlight
Wisdom from the Church Fathers

By the pearl of price is to be understood the sweetness of the heavenly
kingdom, which, he that has found it, sells all and buys. For he that, as
far as is permitted, has had perfect knowledge of the sweetness of the
heavenly life, readily leaves all things that he has loved on earth; all that
once pleased him among earthly possessions now appears to have lost
its beauty, for the splendor of that precious pearl is alone seen in his
mind.

— St. Gregory the Great, Homilies on the Gospels

Christ is the treasure which was hid in the field, that is, in this world (for
‘the field is the world”); but the treasure hid in the Scriptures is Christ,
since he was pointed out by means of types and parables. . . . It [the
Old Testament law and prophecies] is a treasure, hid indeed in a field,
but brought to light by the cross of Christ.

- St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies

A man seeking goodly pearls has found one pearl of great price; that is,
he who is seeking good men with whom he may live profitably, finds

one alone, Christ Jesus, without sin.
- St. Augustine, Quaest. in Matt.

Excerpted from Treasures Uncovered: The Parables of Jesus,
by Jeanne Kun (The Word Among Us Press, © 2005). Used with
permission. This book can be ordered online.

Jeanne Kun is President of Bethany Association and a senior woman
leader in the Word of Life Community, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA.

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order
that | may gain Christ and be found in him.
(Philippians 3:7-9)

Act!

This week share about the treasure you’ve
found in Christ and the joy of this discovery
with at least one person with whom you have
never discussed your faith.

In the Spotlight

Contemporary Voices

The traditional interpretation sees the farmer and the
merchant as disciples or would-be disciples. But it is
possible that both are images of God himself, who has
given what is most precious to him, his own Son (see
Matthew 21:37), to purchase (= redeem) his people.
Perhaps it is only when the human person realizes the
extent of God’s extravagance that he can respond with
similar totality.

— George Montague, SM, Companion God:

A Cross-Cultural Commentary
on the Gospel of Matthew

The gospel parables of the treasure and the pearl of
great price, for which one sells all one’s possessions, are
eloquent and effective images of the radical and
unconditional nature of the decision demanded by the
kingdom of God. The radical nature of the decision to
follow Jesus is admirably expressed in his own words:
“Whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save
it” (Mark 8:35).

— Pope John Paul Il, The Splendor of Trutth
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Where Am | Headed? And How Far
Have | Journeyed?

By Martin Steinbereithner

Recently | was invited to speak to a group of young people on the theme of “vocation.” This seemsa
very dusty and somewhat religious topic: monks have avocation, Catholics pray “for vocations,” but
what does this have to do with young people who wear chucks and facebook each other? A lot, |
would hold. Isn’t the most profound question of any human being, young or old, what they are
supposed to do with their lives? When we are young, it is a searching question, full of hope and some
anxiety, and we are eager to discover what it is that we are meant for. When we are older, the question
presses upon us to look back at the landscape of our life and inquire whether we have given ourselves
to something worthwhile or alas, spent ourselves on adream, an illusion. Or even worse, whether we
ever engaged in what we were supposed to do. As Stephen Covey puts it, “Nobody says on his
deathbed, ‘I wish | had spent more time at the office.””

One of the greatest painters of the 20th century, Pablo Picasso, was regularly haunted by the question
whether he was really fulfilling his potential. The German poet Rainer Maria Rilke wrote ten “L etters
to a'Young Poet” dealing with the question of finding one’s calling. And the coaching industry is
booming as people try to find out what they are supposed to do with their lives. Y ou might even say
that the only ones who don’t regularly ask the vocation question are those who drown it out with
busyness and noise.
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What are we to do with our lives? What has God intended for us? And how will we ever find an
answer? Life seems so full of choices and possibilities that one can easily get overwhelmed. And isit
not aluxury to ask questions of calling, in the face of sub-prime crises and unemployment: let us just
be grateful for having ajob! In 1522 a young Spaniard who converted to Christ decided to put together
a set of readings or meditations to help some of his friends confront squarely the vocation question. In
the course of four weeks he helped them deal with their fears, hopes, and the so-common mechanisms
of self-deception. The result eventually became the “Ignatian Spiritual Exercises,” and since then
thousands of men and women around the world have followed them, often with revolutionary results.

When you get some time off where you can reflect a bit, take stock and ask afresh the question,
“Where am | headed and how far have | journeyed?’

The Jewish philosopher Martin Buber quotes the old rabbi Zusya who says:. “In the world to come |
shall not be asked: ‘Why were you not Moses?’ | shall be asked: ‘Why were you not Zusya?” We do
not need to be somebody we are not, et alone measure ourselves with people more gifted, more
beautiful, or more holy. The point of lifeisto become who we are meant to be, to become ourselves.
Finding that unique contribution, that calling which nobody else can fulfill, brings unique energy and
satisfaction. It can also be abit scary, for it might mean changing our lives to accommodate what it
requires. But, we are not alone in this quest — the Lord journeys with us as well.

So take courage and ask!

If you would like to read more, you can visit Martin’s blog post.

Martin Steinbereithner is a member of the Servants of the Word and is the Director for Mission Development for the Sword
of the Spirit region in Europe and the Middle East.
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Go Forth In Great Confidence

song by Stacey Whitfield

Click i to listen to an MP4 audio clip of the

from the aloum, Rise Up, O Men of God,
produced by The Servants of the Word
vocalists - members of the Servants of the Word
Words and Music - Stacey Whitfield (c) copyright 1980 The Word of God

Soldiers preparing for war
Anointed with power by your King.
Now gird up the loins of your mind
That you may be fully prepared.

refrain:
Go forth now in great confidence
For you shall not be put down.

Who is the captain of your army
Let him ride out ahead of you
Preparing the path you are to take
Then riding alongside of you.
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Robed in the strength of your God
And clothed in the armor he provides
Is there one to overcome you

No, you shall not be disturbed at all.

God alone is your rock

A fortress for you in time of need.
And he is the source of your strength
Without him you could not succeed.

Know too the love of your brethern

Let it encourage you.

For though you go forth from their midst
Still you remain one with them.

Go forth now in great confidence
For you shall not be put down.
For your God goes forth with you
You shall not be put down.

[Sr. Stacey Whitfield is a member of the Servants of God's Love, a
religious community located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, US.]

Rise Up, O Men of God, a music CD, produced and sung by the
Servants of the Word, can be purchased from Tabor House.

(c) copyright 2011 The Sword of the Spirit
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The River Flows

song by Ed Conlin

Click w4 to listen to an MP3 audio clip of the

Lead Vocal - Oki Varona
Guitar, Harmony Vocal - John Hughes
Harmony Vocal - Ellen Karagoulis

Bass - Jimmy Whitman
Drums - James Munk
Percussion - Robert Gray
Words and Music - Ed Conlin

From the throne of God and from the Lamb the river flows.

Life redeeming, ever healing, age to age it goes.

No more sun, the Holy One - our light that ever shines.

Crystal clear, the river here, will swell our hearts to join the cry!

Awake, O sleeper, rise to life, and Christ will give you light!
Lift your head - behold the river.
He mounts his throne to shouts of praise; be opened heaven's gates.
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Enter in, O King of Glory!

"Come!" the Spirit calls, and with the bride the Spirit cries:

"Souls that thirst can drink their fill of water without price.

Blest are those who wash their robes to gain the tree of life.

Face to face with endless grace, lift up your hearts to hear the cry!"

Awake, O sleeper, rise to life, and Christ will give you light!

Lift your head - behold the river.

He mounts his throne to shouts of praise; be opened heaven's gates.
Enter in, O King of Glory!

Ed Conlin is a member of the Servants of the Word, a missionary brotherhood
of men living single for the Lord. He lives in community in the inner city of
Detroit, Michigan, USA, and works as a licensed substance abuse counselor
and chaplain with the Capuchin Franciscan Ministries in Detroit.

in Spivit and Tvuth

Sixteen scriptural based songs marked by reverence and joy,
that will inspire worship in Spirit and truth

In an effort to encourage song writers in the Sword of the Spirit to use their talents for the Lord's
work, amusic CD was been produced with 16 new songs, all written by members of the Sword of the
Spirit in the North American communities, and performed by talented musicians of the various
university outreaches (many of whom wrote songs for the project as well). Published by Tabor House.
To learn more about "in Spirit and Truth” visit their website at: http://www.inspiritandtruth.ucoweb.

org/index.html

To listen to a short mp3 audio sample of the songs, visit:
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. http://www.purevolume.com/inspiritandtruth
. Tabor House
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Metaphor in a Spanish Landscape

A journey into creativity by Jamie Treadwell

Unity
Acrylic on Canvas
100cm by 100cm
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How does one create a new approach in an area of familiarity, even of expertise? | set myself the challenge of
creating a new approach to my painting, and | gave myself one week to do it. Click here to read the story of what

happened [PDF file 2.33 MB].

Jamie Treadwell is a noted artist who works in pastels, watercolors and acrylics. He is a member of The Servants of the
Word, a lay missionary brotherhood of men living single for the Lord, and mission leader in the Sword of the Spirit. He is
currently based in London, UK. Visit his art website to see more of his work.
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