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Is Christianity a Culture?

Christians are called to be a new people, God's people, with a new way of life

by Steve Clark

A distinctly Christian way of life

Anthropologists view culture as being a people's whole way of life. Although this modern anthropological notion of
cultureis not, strictly speaking, abiblica or traditional Christian concept, it can be valuable because it highlights a
central thrust of New Testament teaching. Christians ought to have, as the natural consequence of their Christian
beliefs and values, a distinctively Christian way of life that reflects and supports those beliefs and values. In
scriptural terms, Christians, because of their new birth in Christ, are to be anew people, God's people, with a new
way of lifewhich isin harmony with God's nature and purposes. The Apostle Paul putsit ssmply: "He has delivered
us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son" (Colossiansl:13).

Paul also describes the concrete change in behavior involved in the transfer of kingdoms:. ™Y ou must no longer live
asthe gentiles do, in the futility of their minds; they are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that isin them, due to their hardness of heart; they have become callous and have
given themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of uncleanness' (Ephesians 4:17-19).

Spiritual ignorance, stemming from arejection of the truth, alienates people from the life of God and issuesin a
corrupted way of life (see d'so Rom. 1:8-32). Thisis not, of course, to say that non-Christians or non-Christian
cultures lack a goodness or that Christians cannot learn from them. But there is an important spiritual principle here:
the form a human culture takes depends on its spiritual relationship with God. If a culture does not explicitly
acknowledge and obey the one true God, it will contain distortions of true righteousness and sometimes immoral
practices.

Peter emphasizes the new identity of Christiansin these words. "Y ou are a chose race, aroyal priesthood, a holy
nation, God's own people....| beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war
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against your soul" (1 Peter 2:9-11). God's people are to live in the midst of other peoples, and hence are "diens and
exiles' whose way of life is different from that of the peoples around them. As followers of the one who said, "Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head" (Luke 9:58), the early
Christians understood that "our common-wealth isin heaven" (Philippians 3:20), that "here we have no lasting city,
but we seek the city which isto come” (Hebrews 13:14). Their new identity was a matter of practical, everyday life
in that they had their own laws (the scriptural laws), courts (see, for example, 1 Corinthians 5:3-5; 6:1-6), and
governors, and formed communities which had distinctive socia customs and expressions.

Beliefs and values

All cultures are built on beliefs and values. Beliefsinclude, for example, the assertions that Jesusis Lord and that
thereislife after death. Values are principles or qualities which a person, group, or society considers desirable and
around which lifeis oriented: for example, loyalty, beauty, or comfort.

Based on beliefs and values the two primary elements of culture are: social structures and patterns of life. Social
structures include institutions and principles; for example, the institutions of family and government, and the
principles by which conflicts ought to be resolved. Patterns of life are the particular formsin which beliefs, values,
and social structures are realized in action. Patterns of life include customs and expressions; for example, courtship
customs and artistic impressions.

In order to have a Christian culture or way of life, all we do must proceed from Christian beliefs and values. But
what of the relation between Christian culture and the natural human culture with which we identify ourselves? For
example, we see ourselves as Americans or Mexicans or Indians. If we find that our actual way of life does not, in
fact, differ much from that of non-Christiansin our particular cultural group, then we may conclude that our
Christian beliefs and values are not as important in shaping our lives as they ought to be and that we run the risk of
being assimilated into a non-Christian American or Mexican or Indian culture.

But the fact that Christianity formsits own culture does not mean we have to cease being Americans or Mexicans or
Indians. It does not mean that Christianity must look exactly the same everywhere in the world. That part of
American culture which isincompatible with Christianity should drop out of American Christians' lives, but that part
of it which is compatible can be retained and transformed. Although the core beliefs and values, many elements of
social structure, and some patterns of life have to be the same for an American Christian and an Indian Christian,
some of the elements of their social structures and many of their patterns of life will differ agreat deal.

Another way of putting all thisisto say, on the one hand, that the Christian culture of an American will be
distinctively American, and the Christian culture of an Indian will be distinctively Indian; at the same time, both the
American's and the Indian's natural heritages will be transformed so that they will be distinctively Christian.

Cultural relativism

In the attempt to allow for the diversity of human cultures, however, it is easy to lose perspective on the core parts of
Christianity which should not be adapted or changed. The failure to distinguish essential beliefs such as sexual
morality, and important socia structural elements such as parental rolesis called "cultural relativism”. Cultura
relativism sees such Christian beliefs, values, and elements of social structure as being "culturally conditioned" —
stemming from a particular culture rather than belonging inherently to Christianity. These beliefs, values, and
elements are seen as merely part of one or severa possible incarnations of Christianity into different human cultures
and hence not integral to every Christian culture.

Cultural relativism is thus unable to distinguish those things which are fundamental to God's purposes from those
things which are simply expressions that vary from culture to culture. Cultural relativism also misses the actual
significance of the various expressions. Far from being unimportant because they are "just cultural”, that is, because
they vary from culture to culture and hence are not normative, customs and expressions can be significant for
Christians because of what those customs and expressions represent. For example, taking one's hat off or putting it
on when worshiping God are obviously different expressions. But they both can represent the same value of
reverence, honor and respect. To give another example, although American Christians might not bow before their
elders as Ethiopian Christians might do, American Christians might be reminded by the custom of bowing that
respect is an important Christian value, for which a suitable, culturally American expression should be found.
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As Christianity istrandated into avariety of human cultures, its essential beliefs, social structures, and patterns of
life must remain intact. Otherwise the result is not atrandation but a new message. Human cultures can be

christianized, but to do so requires a transformation. They must become cultures that are founded on God's revealed
truth and that support those who desire to live it out.

[Steve Clark is president of the Sword of the Spirit.]
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Bella Italia

landscape sketches from central Italy

by Mandy McFadden

| teach part time as an art Lecturer in afurther education college in Belfast, Northern Ireland. As a active member of
Charis, amember community of the Sword of the Spirit, a wife and mother of three children, | have avery busy life. It
has been difficult with al of my work, family, and community commitments to prioritise time to pursue my own creative
work. Although my paid employment isin a creative enviroment, | have long felt the desire to become the 'pupil’ rather
than the teacher and to actively develop my own creative work again. Jamie Treadwell has been a great inspiration and
encouragement in finding ways to do this as an outreach leader of Kairos and member of the Servants of the Word, a
missionary brotherhood of men living single for the Lord. So it was with great anticipation that | joined his creative
retreat with seven other artistsin Italy this May.

It was challenging and rewarding to have whole days to spend drawing and painting. | have a renewed sympathy with
my own pupils, the first pencil mark isthe hardest and it takes discipline to work through the mistakes. Evenings were
spent around the dinner table discussing what we had achieved and encouraging each other to greater things. It was
refreshing to spend time with people who are really enthusiastic about using their creativity for others rather than just for
personal satisfaction. | have certainly come home challenged to find ways of developing my skills and enriching our
community life through them.
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An Artist's Sketchbook

The Italian landscape with its rolling hills, vineyards, orchards, and lovely villages,
offer the landscape artist an endless array of subjects to paint and draw

we started the day together with prayer and
a meditation from scripture and ended each evening
with an outdoor Italian meal, lively discussion, and a
review of the day's work by each artist
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Birdman at Trafalgar Square - London, by Don Schwager

Pigeons, Chance, and the Purpose of Life

Defining and shaping one’s purpose in life is not an easy task
(especially if you happen to be a post-graduate cynic)

by Sid O'Nell

Feeling strangely adrift

The problem with pigeonsis at heart an ideological one. The life of apigeon is short and inglorious and undignified.
A strict adherence to the threefold pillars of life in the animal kingdom (eat, sleep and procreate) is enough for most
beasts, who often inadvertently attain a higher status in service of Man. Cows are delicious when roasted. A donkey
will pull a cart for little more than the occasional carrot. Even foxes do their bit to keep the rabbit population under
control. But you cannot harness a pigeon, and frankly they taste awful. The pigeon has a bad rep, because the
spreading of diseaseis prominent in their extremely limited skill-set. Thisiswhy they are called “rats on wings”.
The glassy-eyed vicious ignorance that personifies them does little for their reputation, and the probable resultant
low self-esteem is possibly their largest character flaw. Surely, people feed pigeons, but generally more from a sort
of reluctant pity than anything else. The pigeon ideology, therefore, is tarnished irreparably by their social and
functional disadvantages. What you do, after al, is generally what defines you to the world.

These thoughts were jogging through the gaping plateau that | call my mind as | sat in the park in the late-spring
sunshine this morning. | handed in my last paper for University afew days ago, and ever since then | had been
feeling strangely adrift. Curse University as one might, the one thing it does provide is a sense of purpose, however
vague. That last paper signaled the “end of an era”. Suddenly the rest of my life stretchesin front of me, like an
unfurled roll of wallpaper — blank wallpaper. | stand with a crayon, and the time has come to make the first marks on
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the paper, for good or ill.

One’s Philosophy of Life is a long-term purpose

At thistime of cosmic introspection | find my thoughts often drawn to a piece of wisdom that my father laid on me a
good many years ago. My father happens to be, without question, the wisest man | know, and so it was exceedingly
fortunate that he ended up playing such a big part in my life. The gist of the thing was: one of the things that defines
aman is his Philosophy of Life. There are many other things that make a man a man, some more esoteric than
others, but it seems to me that this particular one is especially important, be you man or woman. | did not understand
what he meant, at the time, and | am not sure that | do now, entirely. “Philosophy of Life” is one of those phrases,
like “intellectua™, or “politically correct” that is hard to pin down exactly.

Whereas university (and the successful completion of your course) is a particular kind of short-term purpose,
perhapsit is that one’s Philosophy of Life isalong-term purpose, in the sense that a purpose moves one to action,
and dictates one’s reaction to external stimuli. Thisis adifficult concept to grasp, at first, but that suits the vague
nature of the problem.

A definite white-knuckled challenge

I had the misfortune to be born both a cynic and an optimist. This has led to a huge amount of grief and
misunderstanding and nasty scenes over the years. It isan awfully hard role to play with any kind of satisfaction.
The temptation is to avoid serious people and conversation and go with the prevailing winds — but this has never
been something I’ve been able to do. If not for my parents, | would be the most disgusting kind of degenerate. But
they had the good fortune to discover Jesus, and... well, therest is history. Suffice it to say that | have always
believed in God, and | have never quite managed to get my upbringing out of my system. Which is, | suppose, the
point of an upbringing.

Soitisthat, at the dawn of anew period in my life, | am starting to discover, to my surprise, that a Philosophy of
Life has been with me for along while. | have realised that, at the root of it all, my purpose isto get closer to God. A
few years ago, when | was agood deal less troubled by self-analysis and deep ponderings, it was the easiest thing in
the world to give my life to God. | did not have much of alife to give, to be fair, and so the optimist within gleefully
placed the entire future in his hands. | never understood, in those days, when people claimed it was difficult to give
their lives to him. Nowadays — nowadays it scares me to death. A future is a pretty momentous and weighty thing to
toss around, and to hand it off to someone else is a definite white-knuckled challenge. Nevertheless, it isasimple
truth that there are no better handsto hold it. My parents knew this years before | was born, and thank God for that.

Destiny and free will

Which brings us again, inevitably, to pigeons. Pigeons are born without any kind of chance. Their destiny is pre-
ordained. The truly astonishingly universe-shattering thing about being a human being is that we have Free Will. We
are not condemned to alife of snatching at filthy crumbsin municipal parks, losing the occasional eye to
meaningless brawls with other pigeons. And the weird paradox in this Free Will businessis that the most freedom
we can have is by giving up our livesto God. It is unexplainable and counterintuitive. Despite my upbringing, at any
moment | can choose to reject God. Y et despite the horrendously frightening wrench that it takes to give my lifeto
him, | continue to do so — because of the rare moments of extreme joy that it brings, but most of all because thisis
my Philosophy of Life, and | know without any doubt that it is completely right.

Thisisaweird time. Every day is strange to me, and there islittle about my life that does not seem subject to sudden
shifts and upheavals. There are big decisions to be made — and now thereis no one else to make them. Theworld is
basically rotten, and it is a hard place to shape alife. Despite this, the optimist is on top. | will not be a pigeon,
however attractive the bread crumbs might seem at times. | don’t know what | will be — but | have high hopes, and
my God deals in legends and fulfilled dreams. Against my nature, | can’t shake the feeling that it might just turn out
OK intheend.
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Sid O'Neill has just graduated from Strathclyde University in Scotland. In
recent years he has been actively involved in Community of the Risen Christ

in Glasgow and its outreach to university age people.
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Savoring God’s Word

When it comes to reading Scripture, take your time
by Jeanne Kun

One of the characteristics of life in modern Western society isits fast pace. We have grown accustomed to instant
food, instant news coverage, instant answers, instant results, instant gratification. But, in our haste, we often fail to
take the time necessary to appreciate the full scope of God's giftsto us. A fine meal, carefully prepared with love and
culinary skill, isto be savored. A fine painting is to be looked at again and again as the balance of its form and line
and colors are explored. A fine symphony is to be given complete listening attention to identify and delight in its
melodies and their variations that recur and weave their way through its movements.

Soitis, too, with God's word. When it comes to reading Scripture, take your time. Thereis no need to rush. The
object isto savor God's word, reflecting on it and allowing it to nourish your life. Sometimes either in our habitual
haste to accomplish atask, or because of the effort it might require even to find ablock of timein abusy day to read
the Bible, we end up taking the mistaken approach of trying to read as much as possible, asfast as possible. That is
like wolfing down a meal — we quickly become over-sated without really appreciating what we are eating.

Cassian wrote of his monks in the fourth century, "They do not delight in the number of verses they recite but in the
spiritual understanding with which they recite them. They hold it to be of greater importance to recite ten versesin
an intelligent and orderly fashion than to rush through awhole psalm in confusion of mind."

So, too, with our Scripture reading. Read the word slowly and attentively. Ponder it. Make Scripture a part of your
daily diet, and chew on the word, being fed and strengthened by it. Savor it to get the full taste. Better to read afew
verses, reflecting on their meaning and prayerfully considering their application to your life, than to race through
several chapters, only to end up feeling stuffed but without any recollection of what you have taken in!
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Jeanne Kun is a noted author and a senior woman leader in the Word of Life Community,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA.
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How Mission Changed My Life

by Mary Shields

What is it like to be sent on mission far away from the comfortable surroundings of your home, job,
and country? Mary Shields, a medical doctor for the past 20 years, and a member of the Community
of the Risen Christ in Glasgow, Scotland, tells her story — her struggles and challenges, her doubts
and fears, and how God gave her new hope and fresh faith in him.

I'm not the missionary type

My foray into the mission field started in 2003 when | was invited by the leaders of my community (Community of
the Risen Christ) to attend a mission weekend sponsored by the European Mission and Middle East team of the
Sword of the Spirit. At that time | thought they had me mixed up with someone else. | never saw myself asthe
“missionary type”. So, | thought | was there to make up numbers. However, the Lord had another plan. Previoudly,
whenever | heard talks on evangelisization and mission work, | would feel vaguely guilty, defensive, or hopeless.
But on this occasion, it was different. | felt convinced over the weekend that by praying daily | could contribute
something very meaningful to the mission work of the Sword of the Spirit. | knew | couldn’t stand up on a soap box
or astage and preach to big crowds. But | knew that | could pray for mission, and this started a new chapter in my
life with God.

The first thing which happened over the course of some months was that the Lord changed my heart, and in some
ways this was the pattern of what was to happen over the next few years. As| prayed | changed, and in avery red
way “the tent pegs of my heart were stretched” (Isaiah 54:2). | started to really care and have a heart for the
situations and people | was praying for. | do believe that the Lord was preparing me for the opportunities which |
was given over the next couple of years.

I was susceptible to one of the greatest lies of life

At that time, | had been in the Community of the Risen Christ for over 20 years and in the medical profession nearly
aslong. | felt mature, sensible, grown up, and tired. It was that sobering time where you can be fairly sure more of
your life has past than is still to come. | had a certain competence in my work and community life which rendered
me susceptible to one of the great lies of life: “I am in charge of my own life.” Itisatimeinlifeinwhich | felt |
knew myself well, and while this |ed to less disappointment over my lack of holiness. It did mean that in some ways
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| felt there probably wasn’t much more God could do with me. How wrong was I!

This complacent and comfortable life was disturbed in 2003 by a phone call from Martin Steinbereithner, Mission
Director for the European and Middle East region of the Sword of the Spirit, asking me to join amission trip to
Uganda. Several aspects of this were a challenge for me — surprisingly not the nasty diseases we might pick up or
strange food we might have to eat, but working with ateam of people | hardly knew and speaking in front of large
groups of people. We had been asked to run the annual retreat for the Emmaus Community who were full time
missionaries themselves and who lived residential community life. They lived what we were talking about! Thiswas
serioudly scary for me.

I saw the multiplication of our loaves and fishes

My experience that year and on subsequent visits to Uganda was profound and long lasting. | had very low
expectations on the first journey, | hoped to return having done what | was asked to do and not having “blown it” in
any way. | really had no expectations that God wanted to work in me, change me, and heal me. Before | left
Glasgow many of the brothers and sisters were praying for me, and one reading | repeatedly was given was Luke 9,
the feeding of the five thousand.

Thiswas the redlity in Uganda where | felt constantly challenged to bring out the meagre offering | had and trust that
God could meet the need. | felt embarrassed by the scarcity of my resourcesin face of the need, but time and time
again the Lord was faithful and | saw the multiplication of our loaves and fishes. This has given me courage in my
ordinary lifein Glasgow to bring out what | have, even when it doesn’t seem enough. With my drug-addict patients |
now talk about God without thinking | need all the answers. In relationships, | believe change is possible even when
there have been long term difficulties. | can change and so can others. | believe God hasn’t finished with any of us.

One of the other ways the Lord worked in and still isworking in meisto set me free to be myself, to help me believe
that being myself is enough. God has been relentlessly breaking down the lieswhich | can surround myself with —
that | need to be something more than | am, that | need to strive harder just to belong. This again has been atheme
for me during the visits to Uganda, the simple fact of the scale of God’s love for me. This has spilled out into my
ordinary life by giving me confidence in God’s love no matter if | succeed or fail — and that means | can try new
things without fear. | have recently taken on aleadership role in community that | wouldn’t have had the confidence
even to attempt before.

New hope and fresh faith in God

More than anything during the trips to Uganda the L ord has spoken about my personal relationship with him and
how he desiresto draw me closer to himself. The reading from the end of John’s Gospel (20:16), where Mary
Magdal ene recognizes Jesus only as he says her name, has become areality to me. When the Lord speaks your name
and you recognize him, everything el se seems unimportant, even your worries. It has been like a paradigm shift for
me with aresultant new hope and fresh faith in God working in and through me.

On return home from the first mission trip to Ugandal felt a bit like St Peter at Jesus’ transfiguration on Mount
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Tabor — | just wanted to build atent and stay up on the mountain. However | felt that God was saying to me that the
experience that | had had was to help change my life down at the bottom of the mountain — God had things to say to
me about relationships that were difficult for me down here, and he has work for me to do. There have been alot of
thingsthat | feel have changed since | came back, but underpinning them is a new appreciation of God’s love for me
and his power to do thingsin my life despite my limitations.

The Lord saysto al of us, “Behold, | make all things new” (Revelations 21.5).
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Uganda: Friends
in Christ

Travelogue by Dave O'Connor

Severa years ago, | read the story of the martyrs of
Uganda. In 1866, because of the madness of their
king, approximately 40 young men paid the ultimate
price for their newly embraced faith in Jesus. The
youngest of them, Kizito, was only 14 or 15 years old
when he was killed. The account of their martyrdom
was very inspiring, but little did | realize at the time
that | soon would have the chance to visit their
homeland.

Last summer, | traveled to Uganda for five weeks. For
part of thetime, | stayed on aranch 90 kilometers
north of the capital city of Kampala, where
Cornerstone Leadership Academy, a school for young
men that has an informal connection with Cornerstone
school in Detroit, Michigan, USA, where | teach, is
located. Cornerstone Leadership Academy does a
marvellous work of bringing together and training
young people — generally from very poor
backgrounds — from al the various tribal groups of
Uganda as well as from different Christian
denominations. Their vision isto create and sustain a
strong network of “friends in Christ” who share the
common goal of transforming their society.

| asojoined two fellow Servants of the Word from
our European and Middle East region of the Sword of
the Spirit, Martin Steinbereithner and Dave Quintana,
who happened to be in Uganda at the same time. They
were visiting a group called Emmaus Community and
helping put on atwo-week conference for university
student leaders. | assisted them for three days, and
was amply rewarded by the opportunity to fellowship
and pray with those attending the conference. Wow!
The joy and energy in their worship were amazing.
Once the singing started, it was impossible to stand
still! Through my connection with Cornerstone, we
arranged for one of their senior staff to lead a session
at the Emmaus conference. The two organizations
have had contact over the years and clearly hold one
another in high regard, but they were grateful for how
our presence facilitated a renewed connection
between them. Their relationship is particularly
noteworthy because Emmaus is a Catholic community
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The Martyrs of Uganda

June 3, 1886
by James Kiefer

On 3 June 1886, thirty-two young men, pages of
the court of King Mwanga of Buganda, were
burned to death at Namugongo for their refusal
to renounce Christianity. In the following months
many other Christians throughout the country
died by spear or fire for their faith.

These martyrdoms totally changed the dynamic
of Christian growth in Uganda. Introduced by a
handful of Anglican and Roman missionaries
after 1877, the Christian faith had been preached
only to the immediate members of the court, by
order of King Mutesa. His successor, Mwanga,
became increasingly angry as he realized that
the first converts put loyalty to Christ above the
traditional loyalty to the king. Martyrdoms began
in 1885. Mwanga first forbade anyone to go near
a Christian mission on pain of death, but finding
himself unable to cool the ardor of the converts,
resolved to wipe out Christianity.

The Namugongo martyrdoms produced a result
entirely opposite to Mwanga's intentions. The
example of these martyrs, who walked to their
deaths singing hymns and praying for their
enemies, so inspired many of the bystanders
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while those connected with Cornerstone are
predominately Protestant and Pentecostal.

Other highlights of my time in that beautiful East
African country were the opportunities | had to visit
two youth homes. One was in the northern city of
Gulu, which for many years was terrorized by rebel
forces speciaizing in the kidnapping

of children. Cornerstone has opened two homes there
to care for street children, to help them return to
school, reconnect with relatives, and realize a purpose
in living. | was deeply moved by the evening | spent
with these traumatized kids who now have become as
family to one another. Later, | had the special treat of
visiting Komamboga Children's Home, an orphanage
started by my cousin and his wife years ago when
they were missionaries in Uganda. Once again, | was
gresatly uplifted by the joyful singing of the children
and the powerful beat of African drums.

There is much moreto relate of my Ugandan
adventure, but space is limited. I'll close simply by
telling of the afternoon when | was asked to speak,
with no advance notice, to several hundred school
children. The school was named after none other than
the youngest of the Ugandan martyrs, St. Kizito —
whose story | knew! (In fact, | have

taught it to my own students in Detroit.) So,
thankfully, | was well prepared to say something
encouraging that day. In so many ways, big and small,
the Lord provided for me on my travels.

[Dave O'Connor lives and works in Detroit,
Michigan, USA. Dave is a member of the Servants of

the Word, a missionary brotherhood of men living
single for the Lord. Heis a coordinator of Word of
Life Community and leader for Detroit Community
Outreach.]

www.livingbulwark.net

that they began to seek instruction from the
remaining Christians. Within a few years the
original handful of converts had multiplied many
times and spread far beyond the court. The
martyrs had left the indelible impression that
Christianity was truly African, not simply a white
man's religion. Most of the missionary work was
carried out by Africans rather than by white
missionaries, and Christianity spread steadily.
Uganda now has the largest percentage of
professed Christians of any nation in Africa.

Several years ago | heard an African clergyman,
born of pagan parents, tell of his conversion. He
said:

One afternoon | was bicycling along
a road and met a young man about
my own age bicycling in the
opposite direction. He promptly
turned about and began to ride
beside me and to talk. He spoke
with great enthusiasm about Jesus,
whom | had never heard of before,
and how He had destroyed the
power of death and evil by dying
and rising again, and how He was
God become man to reconcile man
with God. | heard what my
companion had to say, and before
we parted | had accepted Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Savior. Now,
the young man who preached the
Good News of Jesus Christ to me
that afternoon had himself heard of
Jesus for the first time that morning.

Renewed persecution of Christians in the 1970's
by the military dictatorship of Idi Amin proved the
vitality of the example of the Namugongo
martyrs. Among the thousands of new martyrs,
both Anglican and Roman, was Janani Luwum,
Archbishop of the (Anglican) Church of Uganda.

(c) copyright 2008 The Sword of the Spirit
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LIVING BULWARK sources of strength and renewal for Christian life and mission

June 2008 - Val. 20

Sunset over the Aegean Sea looking from Mount Athos

The Holy Mountain

Get you up to a high mountain ...say to the cities of Judah,
‘Behold your God!” - Isaiah 40:9

By John Karagoulis

Center of Orthodox monasticism for over 1000 years

Last summer | decided to take some of my vacation time in Greece — not so much to see the beautiful beaches,
islands, towns, and ancient artifacts — but rather to spend time connecting with my spiritual and cultural roots. A
highlight of my trip was spending four days with the monks on Mount Athos. Why would anybody want to take a
vacation in amonastery in one of the most beautiful countriesin the world when | could be sightseeing there,
instead? Well, it seemed like a cool ideato me— simply to have some time away with God in aplacerichin
spirituality and warm hospitality.
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A pilgrim’s view of the Holy Monastery of St. Panteléimon, Mt. Athos

Few people in the world, Christian or otherwise, have ever heard of Mount Athos, akey center of Orthodox
monasticism for over 1,000 years. Mount Athosis arocky peninsulajutting off of northern Greece into the Aegean
sea. Currently there are twenty main monasteries, a number of smaller monastic communities called “sketes,” and
many small hermitages scattered throughout the land. All of the monks are Orthodox Christians of diverse ethnic
backgrounds, under the spiritual authority of the Patriarch of Constantinople.

Theidea of spending afew daysin an Orthodox monastic community nestled on a mountain top, thousands of miles
away from home, is rather uncommon for an Orthodox Christian in his mid-twenties. However, wandering this
strange land for four days was a wonderful experience for me. | enjoyed the opportunity to rub shoulders with these
men who have devoted their lives to prayer and meditation on the scriptures throughout each day. Their example
fired my desire to grow closer to the Lord, to try to see his hand at work in my life, and to better understand his will
for me.

Prayer at the heart of daily life

The monks of Mount Athos are famous for their vigilant practice of “prayer of the heart,” also known as the Jesus
Prayer. This simple prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, asinner,” isrecited silently by the
monks throughout the day, while thumbing through the knots on their “komboschinia” or prayer ropes. This prayer,
while very ssimplein form, is regarded by the monks as a perfect prayer because it contains a summary of the entire
Gospel of Christ: we acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, he is the Son of God, and we recognize that we are sinners
and in need of his mercy. It isthrough this prayer that the monkstry to live out the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to
“pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:1). While the practice of this short, repetitive prayer is somewhat foreign
to our charismatic spirituality, | found a sense of peace and closeness with the Lord as | journeyed from monastery
to monastery silently reflecting on the name of Jesus in thisway.
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The Holy Monastery of Simonos Pétras, as seen from the sea

Life on Mount Athosis pretty simple. It begins at about four in the morning with the service of the Hours,
concluding with a Divine Liturgy (Holy Eucharist), which finishes at about seven. After the church service,
everyone goes to the dining hall for a simple meal, during which a monk reads from the Lives of the Saints while the
pilgrims and other monks eat in silence, except for the natural clinking of dishes. The monks spend the remainder of
the day doing chores such as gardening, or counseling pilgrims, and praying. In the evening abell rings calling
everyone back to the church for Vespers, followed by another meal before heading to bed. Inthe morning, it starts
all over again.

Reading the stories of some of the monks’ experiences during prayer, Mt. Athos seemed to me like atruly fantastical
place, where heavenly visions and spiritual battles occur on every footpath or prayer cell. Beforel arrived, | read a
story about a monk who received physical beatings from demons almost every night as he prayed. Some monks
have prophetic visions and are able to advise visitors about concernsin their lives that the monks couldn’t have
naturally known before meeting the visitors.

A rocky footpath at the Holy Monastery of Iviron

Warm hospitality
I have no doubt that miracul ous things do happen here. However, my time on Mt. Athos did not include any
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visitations from saints, beatings from demons, or prophetic words. That does not mean that my trip was for naught. |
was constantly amazed at the warm hospitality | was shown at each monastery. And the fellowship | experienced
with the other pilgrims made the journey well worthwhile. One of my best friends on the voyage was a Baptist
pastor from Germany named Harald who | met on the second night of my outing. We stayed up late that night
talking about ecumenism and the importance of having a genuine relationship with Christ. | found it very refreshing
to be able to share my faith with a good Protestant brother in an environment that had been for along time off limits
to non-Orthodox Christians. Harald was just one of many other solid Christians the Lord placed in my life on this
trip, and | am very thankful for everyone | met along the way.

Isit worth the time, distance, and expense to visit Mt. Athos? It was certainly worth it for me. One of the priests|
was staying with in Thessaloniki gave me this advice before | |eft for Mt. Athos, “God has something to show
everyone who visits Athos. We just need to be on the lookout to make sure we don’t missit.” In my case God gave
me arenewed vision for ecumenism — for building Christian unity so that the world can see how Christians love one
another. The Lord also allowed me to experience the kind hospitality — and love of perfect strangers — which the
monks of Mount Athos showed me in abundance.

If anyone would like to learn more about life on Mount Athos, and Orthodox spirituality in general, | would suggest
the book The Mountain of Slence by Kyriakos Markides.

John Karagoulis is the administrator for Kairos in North America. Kairos is an international
federation of outreaches to high school, university and post university aged people.

all photos of Mount Athos taken by John Karagoulis
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An Open Door
for Mission

Highlights from the International Coordinators
Meeting in Santo Domingo
— May 2-6, 2008

special report by Don Schwager, editor

photos by Nico Angleys

Some 265 coordinators and mission leaders, from 64
communities and 22 countries, came together for the
second International Coordinators Meeting (ICM) of
the Sword of the Spirit, which was held in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, May 2-6, 2008. The
ICM was graciously hosted by Comunidad Cuerpo de

Cristo (Body of Christ Community) in Santo
Domingo.

The focus for the ICM was on moving forward the
mission of the Sword of the Spirit. Kairos mission
coordinators and directors — those serving youth and
university students— joined community coordinators
in discussing how mission can be advanced
internationally, regionally, and locally throughout the
Sword of the Spirit. There was a renewed sense from
the Lord that the time of harvest isripe for
evangelization and for building Christian
communities — and that the Lord is offering a new
door of grace and opportunity for advancing in
mission.

Thistime of reaching out in mission includes our own
children — both by helping them grow as disciples of
Christ and by involving them in outreach.
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Impressions from participants

From the first strum of the guitar as we began to
worship the Lord, | began to experience a wave of
God'’s grace crashing over us. Our Father ministering
to his sons, refreshing us, healing us, preparing us
for battle. Even though we worked long days, intense
days, | left the ICM with renewed hope and
confidence that our Lord who began a good work in
us will bring it to completion. “Let all proclaim to the
glory of God, Jesus Christ is Lord.”

Dave Touhill
People of Hope, New Jersey

For me, the ICM was a retreat, a boot camp, and a
formative environment. From the first moment when
we gathered together, the Lord's presence was
palpable. Oh what refreshment, to experience God
deeply in our worship, and to enjoy strong brotherly
relationships with the other coordinators from around
the world! But above all, our meeting was marked
throughout by vigorous reminders of our call and
mission. We received our marching orders from the
Lord: move forward, seize the land, receive God's
grace. For many of the coordinators of Ligaya [Joy of
the Lord community in Manila, Philippines] who were
present at the ICM, this international gathering was a
much needed shot in the arm. We pledge ourselves
to return to our home community and lead our
brothers and sisters further along in accomplishing
our mission.

Jake Yap,
Ligaya Community, Manila, Philippines

See more participants reflections >
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Highlights

The International Coordinators Meeting included
times of daily worship, intercession, reflection on
God's word to us, and seeking the Lord together for
renewed vision and empowerment for mission.

The Lord spoke clearly, powerfully, and consistently.
Heis opening new doors for mission. As we step out
in faith and walk through these doors we will find the
resources needed for mission. The Lord himself goes
ahead to prepare the way for mission. He calls usto
risk all for him in stepping out in faith. He is
anointing usin anew way and giving us spiritual gifts
for mission.

The Lord wants his servants to take new ground for
mission and to serve with the spiritual authority and
gifts heis pouring out.

For those who have labored for many years and
grown weary, he offers healing, freedom, and fresh
empowerment for service. The Lord wants usto
advance and to take our place in the front lines, not
holding back out of fear or the desire to retire to our
comfort zones.

In particular the Lord wants the younger generations
to step out in faith and boldness to carry the mission
forward. Heislooking for aresponse of generosity,
giving al to him for his glory.

Continued nextpage > |1|2|3| 4|
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A translator in the ICM

| am sitting in my translation booth at the ICM in Santo
Domingo. | came here to serve as translator for the Spanish
speakers of the Sword of the Spirit. When you are a member of
the Sword of the Spirit, you know what to expect from an

international event: a lot of people, impressive times of worship,
getting up early in the morning, having all your conversations
about how your community works and what outreach you are in.
But, as a community kid who was invited to the international
coordinators meeting, | didn’t know what to expect from this
kind of event. And at the end, it doesn’t really matter what you

expect, the Lord does something completely different.

| have spent four days among the pillars of my community. |
have seen the very guys whose shoulders bear all the weight of
the call of God to be a community of disciples on mission. |
have seen them worship together, laugh together, and sit down
in the Lord’s presence to listen him as servants who listen to
their Lord. If | was allowed to say only one thing about my
experience here as a community kid | would say to my
generation: Brothers and sisters from around the Sword of the
Spirit, we received from our parents a work that has cost every
drop of sweat and blood in their body. We received the gift of
their sacrifice and their zeal for the call of the Lord. We cannot
let this work die with them. We must take our place as living
stones in the bulwark, and offer our lives as a sacrifice, just like

our parents have.

Miguel Vargas
Tree of Life Community, San Jose, Costa Rica

publishing address: Park Royal Business Centre, 9-17 Park Royal Road, Suite 108, London NW10 7L Q, United Kingdom
email: living.bulwark@yahoo.com
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May 2008 - Vol. 19 > Espafiol

An Open Door for Mission, continued

Impressions from participants

Living in New Zealand brings the reality that
“everywhere else is a long way to travel.” The trip to
Santo Domingo was the 67th time | have left our shores
in my capacity of Christian service. The International
Coordinators Meeting was indeed a real highlight and
encouragement. Compared to all of my previous travels
| can honestly say that this ICM was extraordinary and
special to me. The level of relationship, brotherhood,
and joy was significant. The working of the Holy Spirit
was evident. The depth of commitment to move our
work forward was impacting. | am grateful to God that |
was there.

The Assembly elected Jean Barbara (left) as the
next president of the Sword of the Spirit. He will

begin serving as president in May of 2009 when
Steve Clark's term of office expires.

Roger Foley
Lamb of God, Christchurch, New Zealand

Dave Hughes (left center) was elected chairman
of the Assembly of Ecumenical Communities. The
role of the AEC is to help in the development of
the life of the ecumenical communities in the
Sword of the Spirit.

Des Dick, the regional president of the Sword of the
Spirit in Europe and the Middle East, opened the first
prayer session of the ICM with the story of the woman
in Luke 12 who pours out a very expensive jar of
precious ointment to anoint Jesus. Jesus praises her
extravagant waste! Des asked the question: was the
effort, time, and expense of bringing leaders from all
over the world to the ICM a waste? No — all of us
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over the years — often under adverse sensed that God had called us to gather together. He
circumstances — in building Christian community wanted to speak his word to us together. He wanted to
and fostering Christian renewal. anoint us and equip us for the mission that lies ahead.

Personally | received a renewal of my call to service in
the Sword of the Spirit. | was greatly encouraged by the
fellowship of the brothers and humbled at the generous
and loving service of the brothers and sisters in the
Body of Christ Community who hosted us. May God
bless them and bless us along with our brothers and
sisters in our local communities throughout the Sword
of the Spirit.

John Jackson
Community of the Risen Christ, Glasgow, Scotland

A highlight of the ICM was an honoring session for

Steve Clark, President of the Sword of the Spirit. My assessment of the 2008 ICM is highly positive. The
Steve was honored for his role in founding the spiritual level of this encounter has been remarkable.
Sword of the Spirit and the Servants of the Word, The Lord has spoken clearly and, whether through the
a missionary brotherhood of men living single for meditations, the gatherings, the church services or the
the Lord in the Sword of the Spirit. Many long times of prayer, the message has reached deep
participants noted Steve's untiring gift for teaching, into those attending. The level of experience of

laying the groundwork for building communities, brotherhood, tangible and experiential, has also

and coming along side numerous future leaders reached tremendous heights. Love among the brothers
by providing them with guidance, support, pastoral  EEEEN NI SOV R IR (LU A RSO Qe VLo R Tale
care, and formation in leadership. countries. The teaching has been deep, clear,

straightforward and challenging. The vision it has
stated, concerning the mission of the Sword of the
Spirit, is of a broad scope.

In conclusion, the Sword of the Spirit can only be
understood on the basis of God'’s universality. All of us
have received a tremendous lesson — the love, the
greatness, the mission and vision of the Sword of the
Spirit could not be reduced to a particular and local
community reality. The SOS overflows all realities —
personal, particular and local. | thank God for this
conference, because it has been a beautiful and deep
experience of God’s people.

Fernando Aldea

. . . ) El Sefiorio de Jesus, Vitoria, Spain
Trevor Perry (right), senior coordinator of Antioch

Community, London, England, and a number of
other coordinators, on behalf of their respective
communities, signed the covenant of full
membership with the Sword of the Spirit.

See more participants reflections >

photos by Nico Angleys
Continued nextpage >|1]2|3]4|
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May 2008 - Vol. 19 > Espatiol Impressions from participants

An Open Door for Mission, continued

Members of Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo (Body of
Christ Community) in Santo Domingo

welcome the ICM participants with song Jaime Soto was the overall organizer for the ICM

For the Ibero-Americana Region it has been a
tremendous blessing to host the International
Coordinators Meeting and the international
assemblies. The comments of many Spanish-
speaking brothers who participated in the events is
that they have been strongly renewed to serve the
Lord and the mission of the Sword of the Spirit.

Jaime Soto

Regional President
Retreat Center where the ICM was held near Santo

Domingo, Dominican Republic
This was a great time to seek the Lord both as
disciples and coordinators representing our diverse
communities all over the world.

| was personally overwhelmed by a fresh breeze of
vision for greater unity and mission.

My prayer for us and myself is for the ability to obey
the word which the Lord spoke to us during this time
together, and to take it back to our communities for
immediate action.

Krikor EImayan
llluminator's Lamp, Beirut, Lebanon

265 coordinators and mission leaders, from 64
communities and 22 countries, attended the ICM in
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Santo Domingo.

View of historic church bell tower in Santo Domingo.

Bartholomew Columbus, brother of Christopher
Columbus, founded Santo Domingo in 1496 and
named it after Saint Dominic. Santo Domingo is the
oldest European city in the New World.

Continued nextpage > |1]2|3|4|
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Worshipping and praising God together with
brothers from diverse branches of orthodox
Christianity (Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox),
and diverse cultures, languages, and countries,
allowed me to experience in the flesh the reality
expressed by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the
Romans that all Christians are called to worship and
glorify God in unity and harmony. In the midst of our
diversity at the ICM, we experienced the call to
accept one another as brothers in Christ. In that
reality we can stand together and praise God with
one voice, mind, and purpose (Romans 15:6). It was
great to experience at the ICM not only the vision
but reality of this gift of unity.

Bob Sabean,

Tree of Life Community, San Jose, Costa Rica

(c) copyright 2008 The Sword of the Spirit
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An Open Door for Mission, continued

The experience of brotherhood and love among the
brothers has been above the diversity of cultures,
languages and countries.

Fr. Enrigue Silvestre from San Pedro Sula, Honduras

celebrated the Sunday liturgy for Catholic participants.

Archbishop George Bacouni (right), Melkite bishop of
Tyre, and Nabil Barbara from the People of God
community in Beirut attended the ICM along with
several coordinators from Lebanon.

© Copyright 2006-2008
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Impressions from participants

Andy Kebe and Mike Shaughnessy — Kairos North America

| believe that the evident activity of the Holy Spirit
at this international gathering will impact the Sword
of the Spirit communities around the world for
many years to come. The presentations and times
of prayer inspired us to live more fully our call to be
radical disciples on mission. This time together
also renewed our zeal for imparting this united call
to mission to our home communities. We were
exhorted to ‘decrease’ so that the Lord might
'increase’ the mission work of our communities
and outreaches — and to entrust more fully, not
only our personal lives and our families, but also
our community mission work to the Lord's care.

Another key message was the mission of investing
in the next generation of leaders. They (the young
leaders) might not be ready, we might not have
time to teach them all they need to know, but the
message was clear that we need to prepare
ourselves for all that God will be doing in the near
future. The witness of these men who have
zealously and relentlessly served for 20, 30 and 40
years confirmed in me the truth that the Holy Spirit
is working among them and is drawing them to a
particular role in the building of God's people in this
specific time in history.

We had the great privilege to honor Steve Clark for
the incredible legacy that he has left. This time of
honoring was truly a highlight of the weekend as
we heard stories of Steve's great witness to a life
of radical discipleship and the many ways that his
impact has borne so much fruit in so very many of
our leaders lives. For four decades, Steve has
been not just inspiring men and women around
him with his witness nor eqipping them to build
community through his great wisdom and vision,
but he has also continued to invest in young
leaders by personally engaging them and helping
them to grow in Christian maturity. In the model of
Christ, Steve has inspired, trained and equipped
those around him to serve, but most fundamentally
he has loved each one of them and helped them to
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follow God's will for their lives. His investment in

the leaders of our movement will bear tremendous

Returntopages|1|2]|3
pages|1]2]3| fruit in the future generations around the world.

photos by Nico Angleys and Don Schwager

Andy Kebe
Kairos Mission Director in North America
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BALUARTE VIVIENTE fuentes de fortaleza y de renovacion para la vida y la misién cristianas

Mayo 2008 - Vol. 19 > English

Una puerta abierta
para la mision

Puntos culminantes de la Reunién Internacional
de Coordinadores en
Santo Domingo — 2-6 de mayo, 2008

reportaje especial por Don Schwager, editor

fotos por Nico Angleys

Cerca de 265 coordinadores y lideres de mision, de 64
comunidadesy 22 paises, se congregaron parala
segunda Reunidn Internaciona de Coordinadores
(RIC) de LaEspada dd Espiritu, que se efectud en
Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana, del 2 al 6 de
mayo del 2008. La Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo, de
Santo Domingo, sirvié amablemente como anfitriona
delaRIC.

El énfasis de la RIC se puso en hacer avanzar la
mision de La Espada del Espiritu. Los coordinadores
y directores misioneros de Kairds —es decir los que
sirven alosjévenesy universitarios— se sumaron a
los coordinadores de las comunidades para hablar de
como lamisién se puede hacer avanzar anivel
internacional, regional y local por medio deLa
Espada del Espiritu. Hubo un renovado sentir
procedente del Sefior de que el tiempo de la cosecha
esta maduro paralaevangelizacion y parala
construccion de comunidades cristianas, asi como de
que el Sefior esta ofreciendo una nueva puerta de
graciay de oportunidad para avanzar en lamision.

Este tiempo de proyectarnos en lamisiéon incluye a
nuestros propios hijos, tanto ayudandolos a crecer
como discipulos de Cristo, cuanto involucrandolos en
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Impresiones de los participantes

Desde el primer tafiido de la guitarra cuando
comenzamos a adorar al Sefior, empecé a
experimentar una oleada de gracia de Dios que
reventaba sobre nosotros. Nuestro Padre
ministrando a sus hijos, refrescandonos,
sanandonos, preparandonos para la batalla. Aun
cuando trabajamos por dias largos e intensos, sali
de la RIC con una renovada esperanza y confianza
en que nuestro Sefior, que comenzd en NOSOtros su
buena obra, la llevara a plenitud. “Que todos
proclamen para la gloria de Dios: Jesucristo es
Sefior.”

Dave Touhill
Pueblo de Esperanza, Nueva Jersey, EUA

Para mi la RIC fue un retiro, un campamento militar
y un ambiente formativo. Desde el primer momento
en gue nos reunimos, la presencia del Sefior fue
palpable. jQué refrescamiento experimentar a Dios
profundamente en nuestro culto, y disfrutar de las
fuertes relaciones de hermandad con los demas
coordinadores de todas partes del mundo! Pero
sobre todo, nuestra reunion se caracterizo en todo
momento por los fuertes recordatorios de nuestro
llamado y mision. Recibimos del Sefior nuestras
ordenes de marcha: avanzar, tomar el terreno,
recibir la gracia de Dios. Para muchos de los
coordinadores de Ligaya ng Panginoon [Comunidad
Gozo del Sefior, Manila, Filipinas] que estdbamos
presentes en la RIC, esta asamblea internacional era
una inyeccion en el brazo que necesitabamos
mucho. Nos comprometemos a regresar a nuestra
comunidad local y a dirigir a nuestros hermanos y
hermanas a seguir adelante en el cumplimeinto de
nuestra mision.

Jake Yap,
Ligaya ng Panginoon, Manila, Filipinas
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laproyeccion misionera.

Puntos culminantes

LaReunién Internacional de Coordinadores incluyé
tiempos de culto diario, intercesién, reflexién sobre la
paabra que nos dirige Dios, y buscar juntos a Sefior
para cobrar unarenovadavisién y poder parala
mision.

El Sefior habl6 con claridad, con poder y con
coherencia. El esta abriendo nuevas puertas parala
misién. Si damos un paso de fey cruzamos esas
puertas, encontraremos |0s recursos que necesitamos
paralamision. El Sefior mismo va adelante para
preparar € camino paralamision. Nosllamaa
arriesgarlo todo por él a dar pasos de fe. Nos esta
ungiendo de un modo nuevo y nos esta dando dones
espirituales paralamision.

El Sefior quiere que sus siervos tomen nuevos
territorios paralamision y que sirvan con la autoridad
y dones espirituales que él esta derramando.

A aguellos que se han esforzado por muchos afios y
estan fatigados, él les ofrece curacion, libertad y una
nueva dotacion de poder para el servicio. El Sefior
quiere que avancemos y que tomemos nuestro puesto
en laslineas del frente, sin retraernos por temor o por
€l deseo de retirarnos a nuestras zonas de comodidad.

En particular, el Sefior quiere que las generaciones
mas jovenes den un paso adelante en fey en audacia
parallevar adelante la mision. Esta buscando una
respuesta de generosidad, de darselo todo aé parasu
gloria

continlia en la pagina siguiente > | 12| 3] 4|
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Vea mas reflexiones de participantes >

Un traductor en la RIC

Estoy sentado en mi cabina de traduccién en la RIC en Santo
Domingo. Vine aqui para servir como traductor para los
hispanohablantes de La Espada del Espiritu. Cuando uno es
miembro de La Espada del Espiritu, uno sabe qué esperar de
un evento internacional: mucha gente, tiempos de culto
impresionantes, levantarse temprano, conversar siempre sobre
como funciona la comunidad de uno y en qué misiones
participa. Pero, como un nacido en comunidad que fue invitado
a la reunién internacional de coordinadores, yo no sabia qué
esperar de este tipo de evento. Y a fin de cuentas, realmente
no importa qué espere uno: el Sefior hace algo completamente

diferente.

He pasado cuatro dias entre quienes son los pilares de mi
comunidad. He visto precisamente a esos hombres cuya
espalda soporta todo el peso del llamado de Dios a ser una
comunidad de discipulos en misién. Los he visto dar culto
juntos, reirse juntos, y sentarse en presencia del Sefior para
escucharlo como siervos que escuchan a su Sefior. Si se me
permitiera decir una sola cosa acerca de mi experiencia aqui
como nacido en comunidad, yo le dirfa a mi generacion:
Hermanos y hermanas de toda La Espada del Espiritu,
nosotros hemos recibido de nuestros padres una obra que les
ha costado hasta la Ultima gota de sudor y sangre de su
cuerpo. Recibimos el regalo de su sacrificio y de su celo por el
llamado del Sefior. No podemos dejar que esta obra muera con
ellos. Tenemos que tomar nuestro puesto como piedras vivas
en el baluarte, y ofrecer nuestras vidas en sacrificio, tal como lo

han hecho nuestros padres.

Miguel Vargas
Comunidad Arbol de Vida, San José, Costa Rica
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El vivir en Nueva Zelanda lo hace a uno experimentar
o ) la realidad de que “cualquier otro lugar es muy lejos

La Asamblea eligio a Jean Barbara (izq.) como para viajar’. El viaje a Santo Domingo fue la 672 vez

proximo presidente de La Espada del Espiritu. que yo salia de nuestras costas por razones de mi

Jean comenzara a servir como presidente en servicio cristiano. La Reunién Internacional de

mayo del 2009, al vencer el periodo de ejercicio Coordinadores fue en verdad un punto culminante y un

de Steve Clark. gran aliento. En comparacién con todos mis viajes
anteriores, puedo decir con franqueza que esta RIC fue
para mi extraordinaria y especial. El nivel de relaciones,
de hermandad y de gozo fue significativo. La accién del
Espiritu Santo fue evidente. La profundidad de
compromiso para hacer avanzar nuestra obra fue
impactante. Le doy gracias al Sefior por haber estado
ahi.

Roger Foley
Cordero de Dios, Christchurch, Nueva Zelanda

Dave Hughes (izq. centro) fue elegido presidente
de la Asamblea de Comunidades Ecuménicas. El
papel de la ACE es ayudar a La Espada del
Espiritu en su desarrollo de la vida y misién en el
campo ecumeénico.

=

Fax :- ™, _:ri

Des Dick, presidente regional de La Espada del Espiritu
- en Europa y el Oriente Medio, abrio la primera sesion
I 1 ' ., .
"‘ : S | de oracion de la RIC con el relato de la mujer en Lucas
12 que rompié un frasco muy caro de perfume precioso
para ungir a Jesus. Jesus elogia su extravagante
desperdicio. Des plante6 una pregunta: ¢ fue un

Los coordinadores de la comunidad Pueblo de
Esperanza (Nueva Jersey, EUA) reciben una
ovacion por su incansable dedicacién de muchos
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afios —a menudo bajo circunstancias adversas— desperdicio el esfuerzo, el tiempo y el gasto de traer
a construir la comunidad cristiana y fomentar la lideres de todas partes del mundo a la RIC? No: todos
renovacion cristiana. tuvimos la certeza de que Dios nos habia llamado a

reunirnos. El queria comunicarnos su palabra estando
juntos. El queria ungirnos y equiparnos para la mision
gue nos espera.

Personalmente, recibi una renovacion de mi llamado al
servicio en La Espada del Espiritu. Me alenté
muchisimo la comunién de los hermanos, y me
sobrecogio el servicio generoso y amoroso de los
hermanos y hermanas de la Comunidad Cuerpo de
Cristo que nos acogieron. Que Dios los bendiga a ellos
y @ nosotros junto con nuestros hermanos y hermanas
en nuestras comunidades locales en toda La Espada
del Espiritu.

John Jackson

Un punto alto de la RIC fue una sesion de
P Comunidad de Cristo Resucitado, Glasgow, Escocia

homenaje a Steve Clark, Presidente de La
Espada del Espiritu. A Steve es le honré por su
papel en la fundacion de La Espada del Espiritu y
de los Siervos de la Palabra, la hermandad

misionera de hombres solteros consagrados en Mi valoracion de la RIC 2008 es altamente positiva. El
La Espada del Espiritu. Muchos participantes nivel espiritual del encuentro ha sido notable. El Sefor
sefialaron el incansable don de Seteve para la ha hablado con nitidez y, ya sea por las meditaciones,
ensefianza, para establecer las bases de la las asambleas, los cultos eclesiales o los largos
construccion de comunidades, y para acompafiar tiempos de oracidn, el mensaje ha calado hondo en los
a numerosos lideres futuros proveyéndoles guia, asistentes. El nivel de la experiencia de fraternidad,
apoyo, cuidado pastoral y formacion en el palpable y experimentable, también ha llegado a un

liderazgo. altisimo nivel. El amor entre los hermanos ha estado
por encima de la diversidad de culturas, lenguas y
paises. La ensefianza ha sido profunda, clara, directa y
retante. La visién que ha provocado, en referencia a la
mision en La EDE y de La EDE, ha sido de largo
alcance.

En conclusién, La EDE solo puede entenderse desde la
universalidad de Dios. Todos hemos recibido una gran
leccion: el amor, la grandeza, la mision y la vision de La
EDE no se pueden minimizar a una realidad
comunitaria particular y local. La EDE nos desborda a
cada realidad, personal, particular y local. Doy gracias
a Dios por el encuentro porque ha sido una muy bella 'y
profunda experiencia del pueblo de Dios.

Fernando Aldea

Trevor Perry (der.), coordinador mayor de la El Sefiorio de Jesus, Vitoria, Espafia

Comunidad Antioquia en Londres, Inglaterra, asi
como varios otros coordinadores, en nombre de
sus respectivas comunidades, firmaron la alianza
de membresia plena en La Espada del Espiritu.

Vea mas reflexiones de participantes >
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Miembros de la Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo en
Santo Domingo dan la bienvenida a los participantes
en la RIC con sus cantos.

El centro de retiros donde se efectud la RIC cerca de
Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana.

265 coordinadores y lideres de mision, de 64
© Copyright 2006-2008
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Jaime Soto fue el organizador general de la RIC

Ha sido una bendicion muy grande para la Region
Iberoamericana el servir de anfitriones de la
Reunion Internacional de Coordinadores y las
asambleas internacionales. Los comentarios de
muchos hermanos hispanos que participaron en los
eventos es que han sido fuertemente renovados en
el servicio al Sefior y en la mision de La Espada del
Espiritu.

Jaime Soto
Presidente Regional

Esta fue una oportunidad excelente para buscar al
Sefior como discipulos y como coordinadores que
representabamos a nuestras diversas comunidades
en todo el mundo.

Personalmente quedé inundado por una fresca
brisa de visién para una mayor unidad y mision.

Mi oracién por nosotros, y por mi mismo, es que
tengamos la capacidad de obedecer la palabra que
nos dirigio el Sefior durante este tiempo que
pasamos juntos, y que la llevemos de regreso a
nuestras comunidades para ponerla en accion
inmediatamente.

Krikor EImayan
Comunidad Lampara del lluminador, Beirut, Libano
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comunidades y 22 paises, asistieron a la RIC en
Santo Domingo.

Vista del campanario de una iglesia histérica en
Santo Domingo. Bartolomé Col6n, hermano de
Cristébal Colon, fund6 Santo Domingo in 1496 y le
puso el nombre del fundador de los dominicos. Santo
Domingo es la mas antigua ciudad europea en el
Nuevo Mundo.

continlia en la pagina siguiente > | 12|34 |
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El dar culto y alabanza a Dios junto con hermanos
de diversas ramas del cristianismo ortodoxo
(catdlicos, protestantes y ortodoxos) y de diversas
culturas, idiomas y paises, me permitio
experimentar en la carne la realidad que expresa el
apostol Pablo en su carta a los Romanos, de que
todos los cristianos estamos llamados a adorar y
glorificar a Dios en unidad y armonia. En medio de
nuestra diversidad en la RIC, experimentamos el
llamado a aceptarnos unos a otros como hermanos
en Cristo. En esa realidad podemos estar juntos y
alabar a Dios con una sola voz, una sola mente y un
solo propdsito (Romanos 15:6). Fue estupendo
experimentar en la RIC no solo la vision sino la
realidad de este don de la unidad.

Roberto Sabean,
Comunidad Arbol de Vida, San José, Costa Rica

Vea mas reflexiones de participantes >
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La experiencia de hermandad y amor entre los
hermanos ha estado por encima de la diversidad de Andy Kebe and Mike Shaughnessy — Kairés Norteamérica
culturas, idiomas y paises.

Creo que la evidente actividad del Espiritu Santo
en esta reunion internacional va a impactar a las
comunidades de La Espada del Espiritu en todo el
mundo durante muchos afos venideros. Las
presentaciones y tiempos de oracion nos
inspiraron para vivir mas plenamente nuestro
llamado de ser discipulos radicales en misién.
Este tiempo que pasamos juntos también renové
nuestro celo para impartir este llamado unido y
misionero a las comunidades de donde
procedemos. Se nos exhortd a ‘disminuir’ para que
el Sefior pueda ‘crecer’ la obra misionera de
nuestras comunidades y misiones, y para entregar
mas plenamente al cuidado del Sefior no solo
nuestra vida personal y nuestras familias, sino
El P. Enrique Silvestre de San Pedro Sula, Honduras, también nuestra obra misionera comunitaria.
celebré la liturgia dominical para los participantes
catolicos. Otro mensaje clave fue la mision de invertir en la
siguiente generacion de lideres. Ellos (los lideres
jovenes) tal vez no estén listos; tal vez no
tengamos tiempo para ensefiarles todo lo que
necesitan saber, pero el mensaje fue claro:
necesitamos prepararnos para todo lo que va a
hacer Dios en el futuro proximo. El testimonio de
estos hombres que han servido en forma celosa e
inquebrantable durante 20, 30 y 40 afios me
confirmd la verdad de que el Espiritu Santo esta
actuando entre ellos y estéd acercandolos hacia un
papel particular en la construccién del pueblo de
Dios en esta época especifica de la historia.

Tuvimos el gran privilegio de honrar a Steve Clark
por el increible legado que nos ha dejado. Este
tiempo de honrarlo fue verdaderamente un punto
sobresaliente del fin de semana, pues
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Mons. George Bacouni (derecha), arzobispo greco-
melquita catélico de Tiro, y Nabil Barbara de la
comunidad Pueblo de Dios en Beirut asistieron a la
RIC junto con varios coordinadores del Libano.

retorno>|1[2|3]4]|
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escuchamos relatos del gran testimonio de Steve
en una vida de discipulado radical y las muchas
formas en que su impacto ha dado tanto fruto en la
vida de tantisimos de nuestros lideres. Durante
cuatro décadas, Steve no solo ha venido
inspirando a hombres y mujeres a su alrededor y
equipandolos para construir comunidades, gracias
a su gran sabiduria y visién, sino que también ha
continuado invirtiendo en los lideres jévenes al
interactuar personalmente con ellos y ayudarles a
crecer hacia la madurez cristiana. Siguiendo el
modelo de Cristo, Steve ha inspirado, entrenado y
equipado para el servicio a aquellos que le rodean,
pero, lo que es mas fundamental, ha amado a
cada uno de ellos y los ha ayudado a seguir la
voluntad de Dios para sus vidas. Su inversion en

los lideres de nuestro movimiento producira
grandes frutos en las futuras generaciones en todo
el mundo.

Andy Kebe
Director de Mision de Kairés en Norteamérica
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