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The Battle is the Lord's 
by Paul Jordan 

Are you ready to fight for him?

• Tributes to Steve Clark 
• Books and Articles, written by Steve Clark

• God is in Control, by Jon Wilson, 
• Home, by Natasha McCastle, Youth-works Detroit

• The Glory of the Holy Spirit, and The Sending of the Spirit 
• The Anointing with the Holy Spirit and Paradise Restored

• The River Flows: the Spirit invites us to drink from the river of living water 
• words and music by Ed Conlin

•Invite a Friend to a free monthly subscription to Living Bulwark today!

Living Bulwark is committed to fostering renewal of the whole Christian people: Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox. We especially want to 
give witness to the charismatic, ecumenical, evangelistic, and community dimensions of that renewal. Living Bulwark seeks to equip 
Christians to grow in holiness, to apply Christian teaching to their lives, and to respond with faith and generosity to the working of the Holy 
Spirit in our day.
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And David heard him  
Scene change. We’re back in the sheep fields with the teenage shepherd, young David. David’s three eldest brothers 
were at the battle. His father asks David to take the boys some food. “Take these ten loaves, and carry them quickly 
to the camp to your brothers.” 

David sets off and comes “to the encampment, as the army was going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry.” 
David went and “greeted his brothers. As he talked with them, behold, the champion …Goliath… came up out of the 
ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before.” Once again the giant begins his provoking, defying 
taunt.  

Then four simple words: “And David heard him.” 

David didn’t just hear him like you hear background music in a store. He heard him. He understood. He perceived 
that there was something significant going on here. It’s the kind of hearing that normally happens in slow motion in 
movies. Young David’s head slowly turning. His eyes meeting the giant’s. 

Who does he think he is?  
“And David said to the men who stood by him, What shall be done? …Who is this Philistine, that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?’" 

You can hear the indignation rightly rising in David. What are we going to do about this? Who does he think he is? 
He is defying our God! We have to act, brothers. Why is nobody doing anything about this?! 

“Eli'ab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, ‘Why have you come down?’” Eliab was David’s oldest 
brother. No.1 meets No. 8. 

I actually grew up with six younger brothers so I’m no stranger to the clashes. But older brothers, like Eliab and I, 
can too easily douse the youthful fire. David’s response to his ‘big brother’ is so human it’s almost comical. 

“’What have I done now?’ …And he turned away from him toward another, and spoke in the same way.” David 
won’t stop. Eventually even King Saul hears about David…. “and he sent for him.”  

Give me a place in the battle  
After a heated discussion in the royal war room, David says: “Your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” In 
other words: “with all respect King Saul, send me to fight Goliath!” 
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Saul retorts, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth, and he has been 
a man of war from his youth.” You can’t do it David. Why? Well Saul gives a couple of reasons. Firstly, you’re too 
young. And secondly, he’s a pro. This guy Goliath has made a career from killing people and you don’t even know 
what a Gillette Mach III is! 

Now Saul’s reasoning isn’t all that bad but he’s missing two crucial truths. Firstly, David has experience that Saul 
doesn’t know about – Saul underestimates David. But more significantly Saul misses the spiritual truth.  

David answers, “Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of 
them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.” 

David believes that because Goliath has defied God, Goliath simply has no chance. The battle is the Lord’s. It’s not 
blind faith or youthful rashness, it’s truth-based courage. 
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Your clothes don’t fit  
 “And Saul said to David, ‘Go, and the Lord be with you!’” So Saul agrees. Exasperated or exhorting? Hard to tell. 

“Then Saul clothed David with his armor.” Maybe a sign of official commission? Maybe it made him look more 
impressive? Maybe Saul just wants to protect him? Maybe the boy is so hidden in the armour as to reduce the 
embarrassment factor for Saul? All we know is that it doesn’t fit. 

“David then said to Saul, ‘I cannot go with these; for I am not used to them.’” Perhaps Saul expects David to do 
things the way he would. But David is young and he’s going to take an innovative approach. The goals remain, but 
the method looks different. 

Instead “he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the brook.”  

Showtime  
Imagine the scene. The young boy appears on the battle field, the underdog gladiator on whom rests Israel’s future. 
“He drew near to the Philistine.”  

Much at stake. Hollywood can’t match this moment.  

Who knows if his brothers were aware of what was going on. Gasps. It’s David. What’s he doing? I can’t believe 
you let him out of your sight. Dad’s going to kill us… But this is David’s day. He is on stage. And no one else can 
take his turn. 

Approaching, Goliath sees him. “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks? Come to me, and I will give your 
flesh to the birds of the air …” You are not serious? Sending a little boy? A babe cannot win a war! 

David boldly proclaims: “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin; but I come to you in the 
name of the Lord, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my 
hand, and I will strike you down, and cut off your head.”  

Quite a speech. And then, the motor of his zeal, “…that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.”  

So that all the earth may know that God is alive! David declares his love. The fuel in David’s heart is the Spirit of 
God. And his seemingly risky, selfless action is so that God can be known. And so it begins. 
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The battle is the Lord’s  
He runs at him. He doesn’t even tentatively pick his steps like a predator about to pounce. He runs. “The battle is the 
Lord’s and he will give you into our hand. …David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine.”  

Interestingly, David doesn’t say he will give you into my hand this time but our hand. Not only is he doing this so 
that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, he is also doing this on behalf of his people. “David put his 
hand in his bag and took out a stone, and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his 
forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.” A thud echoes in a stunned valley as six cubits of warrior hit the 
dust. Disbelief gives way to glory. What a day! What a victory!  

David has taken his turn! 
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The Spirit spreads  
The giant is down and David quickly finishes the job. But now look what happens to the spectator peoples: “When 
the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout …” A 
few verses ago Israel was dismayed. Deeply afraid. But now Israel lets out a great shout. You can bet there was 
some dancing that night.  

Since God lives, David lives and as David lives out his call, the people around him come to life.  

Happy day  
What a story. You would tell your children about it. And your children’s children. And your children’s children 
would tell their friends. “My Grandfather was there when David took out Goliath. The Philistines ran away that 
day!” 

On that day David remembered the truth that God is alive. And it fired his hope. Whilst the people hid in their 
mental caves David rose to be fully alive. 

On that day young David stepped out – even against popular opinion. Whilst many preferred to wallow in selfish 
fear, David carried the flag, confident in God. 

On that day David took his place in the battle, he put himself on the line to bring glory to the name of the Lord.  

Fast forward  
The simple truth is that the Kingdom of God is built on the backs of men and women like David. With a hope that 
fires courage in the face of fear. Who take steps confident in the promises of the Lord. And who are, above all, ready 
to sacrifice for the sake of the glory of the Lord. For that is what it means to love him. 

The story of David and Goliath ends with a brief interchange between David and the King: “And King Saul said to 
him, ‘Whose son are you, young man?’ And David answered, ‘I am the son of your servant Jesse from Bethlehem.’” 

Israel had more battles to fight, but years later a baby would be born in Bethlehem who would win once and for all. 
An anointed shepherd king, a descendant of David, would be born. One who would battle “Goliath” with a cross and 
usher in a new age for the whole human race. 

The battle is, and always was, the Lord’s. 
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God Is In Control by Jon Wilson, continued

There are, of course, hard questions here. Is it God who is making evil happen in the world? Is he just allowing evil? 
Why do innocent people have to suffer? There are no easy answers. It does seem clear, though, that God is not 
asking for an unexamined assent to his rule, nor should we ignore these issues and set ourselves up for disaster when 
we come face to face with them in our own lives. At the same time, we need to learn to live with the tension and 
ambiguity that comes from having finite understanding. We have to hold firmly to the knowledge that our God is a 
good God, one who hates evil, and who will right every wrong and dry every tear in the consummation of his 
kingdom. 

Which leaves us, I suppose, with one final question: Why the hard times? Here’s where the rubber hits the road. If 
we say that God is in control of difficult times, and that he is using them to accomplish his purposes, are we also 
willing to say in the same breath that he is good and he loves us? Can we trust that his judgments are merciful? The 
passage 1 Peter 5:7-10 implies that our anxiety is linked to pride, and that a proper humility before the Lord will be 
coupled with peace and trust. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all 
your anxiety on him because he cares for you. . . . And the God of all grace, who called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm and steadfast.

When we see ourselves as in control of our own lives, a form of pride, we are more prone to worry and anxiety. God 
wants to humble us, to show us our place before him. But he is doing this so that we can be peaceful and content, 
relying on him, the true source of our provision. Reminding us that he is in control in the midst of a chaotic, unstable 
world is one way that he can bring us peace and contentment. So even in the midst of our busy lives, in which we do 
our utmost to fulfill our calling as God’s children, he wants us to trust him, be at peace, and be still before him. 
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"Home"  

 by Natasha McCastle

I collapse on my twin-size bed in a new room, with boxes 
to be unpacked all around me. My family had   
to move – again! We were recently evicted yet from 
another home due to financial shortcomings. This has been 
my reality for the past five years.  

My name is Natasha McCastle and I’m a native of Detroit, 
Michigan. Like many growing up around me,   
I was raised by a single mother and often this was a 
struggle. But looking over my short eighteen years of life, 
I can easily see where God has protected and blessed me.

The first way I knew that God was at work in my life was through the elementary and middle school I attended. I 
went to Cornerstone Schools, a private institution with tuition reasonable enough for most middle class families to 
handle. However, these tuition payments should have been impossible for my mother, who had three children 
attending at the same time, but God somehow saw us through with the support and help of friends. Cornerstone 
offers a Christ-centered education, and while at the school, I was provided a basic understanding of God. Through 
Cornerstone I was also introduced to YouthWorks-Detroit – an organization and people who have greatly impacted 
my spiritual walk. It was during my eighth grade year at Cornerstone that I experienced losing a home for the first 
time. After this tragic event, I went into a state of shock and anxiety over my family’s financial situation. I began to 
be stressed over the lack of income and other things I had no control over. During this time, I had no real 
relationship with God.  

Once I entered high school, my housing situation became even less stable. In my 10th grade year, I moved a total of 
three times. No matter how many different homes we moved to, I never felt like any of them was my home. During 
this difficult time I was again introduced to YouthWorks-Detroit through the Gospel Lords youth group. In the 
beginning, it was just a time during the week where I could put all my stress aside and hang out with my friends, but 
it soon became much more to me. Because I was a member of the Gospel Lords, I was able to attend the Youth 
Equipped to Stand (YES!) retreat.  

God again stepped powerfully into my life at this retreat. At the YES! Retreat, for the first time ever, I was able to 
interact with youth who had a personal relationship with God. They had a real home!  Not the physical building – 
I’m almost sure they all had that – but a spiritual home. A place that didn’t charge rent, would not evict you, and 
would always be there. I wanted to be like them – to have a true home.  While at the retreat, I was prayed with and I 
asked God to give me his Holy Spirit.  
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