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Have the Gifts of the Holy Spirit Ceased?  
An Orthodox addresses his fellow Orthodox - a helpful perspective  
for all Christians as well 

by Jerry Munk

• The Written Word of God:read it as if your life depended upon it, by Steve Clark  
• Bible Study on Thanksgiving: how to do a topical Bible study, by Jeanne Kun

• Compassion that Compels Action: Operation Motown in Detroit, by Joshua Rock  
• On the Other Side of the Tracks: outside my comfort zone, by Sophie Fountain

• Camp Nazareth Finds Gold in the Hills, by Steve Johnson, Dublin, Ireland  
• The Double Life Syndrome: the challenge youth face, by Mike Shaughnessy

• The Cedar House: What would you give to him who gave you everything?  
• A new song and audio clip by Stephen Jordan, Glasgow, Scotland

Living Bulwark is committed to fostering renewal of the whole Christian people: Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox. We especially want to give witness to the 
charismatic, ecumenical, evangelistic, and community dimensions of that renewal. Living Bulwark seeks to equip Christians to grow in holiness, to apply Christian 
teaching to their lives, and to respond with faith and generosity to the working of the Holy Spirit in our day.
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Jesus Christ the Word of Life   
a painting by Michael O'Brien   
based the figure on the oldest known icon of Christ,  
a sixth century "Christ Pantocrator" in St. Catherine's monastery, Sinai   
   
 

In the New Testament Church we see many overt manifestations of the Holy Spirit: speaking in unlearned languages 
(languages known and unknown to mankind), prophetic utterance, supernatural healings, visions and dreams, 
working of miracles, and several others. This is not generally our experience today. In fact, the very gifts which once 
served as the catalyst for establishing and extending the Church of Jesus Christ, would today be rejected in all but a 
very few Orthodox parishes. Why? 

An Innovation?  
I suspect the majority of Orthodox Christians have not given much thought to the place of spiritual gifts in the life of 
the church. We tend to be a traditional lot and pretty much accept the idea that the way we do things now is the way 
they have always been done. Since little place is given to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, it is easy to assume that this has 
always been the case, and therefore the charismata (spiritual gifts) must be some Protestant innovation. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Indeed, the record of the early church tells us that charismatic ministry was the norm for the first several hundred 
years. It worked hand in hand with and often overlapped the hierarchical ministries of the church (see Charismatic 
Gifts in the Early Church by Ronald A. Kydd, Hendricks Publishing Co.). Rather than being a recent innovation, 
there is a great deal of evidence that the charismatic renewal we see today is, in fact, a restoration of early church, 
and therefore Orthodox, practice. 

Cessation Theology  
On the other hand, there are a number of Orthodox Christians (Protestant and Catholic as well) whose opposition to 
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charismatic manifestations goes much deeper. They hold a developed theology that says the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
ceased, or were severely curtailed, with the close of the Apostolic Age. 

Several New Testament passages, at first reading, seem to support this idea of cessation. Also, until the Pentecostal 
awakening in the early 1900s, spiritual gifts seemed almost extinct, and this argues in favor of cessation. But, as we 
examine the evidence closely, and bring to the discussion some additional information, a strong argument emerges 
that it was and always has been God’s intent for his children to exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit which so typified 
the New Testament believers. 

Orthodox Position  
Before we pursue this discussion, however, it would be good to address a point of major concern for Orthodox 
Christians. That is the question: “what is the position of the Orthodox Church in all of this?” 

This question, although it is an important one, has never been addressed by anything close to an Ecumenical Council 
of Bishops. As a result, people hold a variety of understandings on this issue, but no one can claim to have the 
Orthodox position. 

There are some writings by respected authors that lean one way, but just as many writings by authors equally 
respected that lean the other. A few bishops have condemned the Charismatic Renewal, several have endorsed it, but 
most have been silent. 

Three Passages  
There are three main passages used to support the cessation theory, one from Scripture, and two from Church 
Fathers: Augustine and Chrysostom. 

“…For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away” (1 Corinthians 13: 8-10). 

“The sign [speaking in tongues] was given and then passed away. We no longer expect that those on 
whom the hand is laid…will speak in tongues” (St. Augustine). 

“This whole passage [ref. to 1 Corinthians 12: 1-2] is very obscure, for they [the spiritual gifts] used to 
occur regularly but not anymore…” (St. John Chrysostom).

Primary weight should, of course, be given to the passage from Holy Scripture. We will examine the first text cited 
above. 

1 Corinthians 13: 8-10  
There are three main points in the 1 Corinthians passage; (1) Spiritual gifts are partial; (2) something perfect is 
coming; (3) the partial will cease. 

The first point, that our spiritual gifts are partial or imperfect, is quite clear and direct. This fact can be seen in the 
record of the New Testament church (in the Corinthian believers), in the early church (the Montanists), and even in 
our own day among many charismatics. There is little question about its meaning and is accepted at faced value.  

The second point, however, generates a question for the reader which is not directly answered in this passage or in 
the surrounding material. Just what is this perfect thing? 

How you answer this question will determine how you interpret the passage. Because there is no general agreement 
on the answer, there is also a lack of agreement about what the passage means. In fact, this one passage is used both 
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Valley of Glenariff, County Antrim in Northern Ireland 

Camp Nazareth Finds Gold in the Hills 

By Steve Johnson

For the past 24 years the Community of Nazareth in Dublin, Ireland, a member community of the Sword of 
the Spirit, has organized an annual week long camp for their young people. Over 70 people attended this 
year’s camp, including more than 50 young people from the ages of 7 to 17. Steve Johnson, director for 
Camp Nazareth, shares some of the highlights of this year's Camp Nazareth experience.

“Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came to him.” 
Matthew 5:1

As we were preparing for Camp Nazareth 2008, one of my team texted me this prophetic word: There is gold 
waiting to be discovered in the hills of Antrim. The Lord wants us to help uncover it. Shining his light on this gold 
will reflect His glory and majesty. 
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The Cedar House 

a new song 

by Stephen Jordan

 

Click  to listen to an MP3   
audio clip of the song 

Words and Music - Stephen Jordan

Stephen's music was recently featured at a 
Christian Music Festival in Brussels, Belgium. 
Belgium Web TV interviewed the Jordan brothers 
and filmed their performance [in Flemish].

The cedar house stands tall but does not last.  
The golden temple shines bright but fades too fast.  
What would you give to him who gave you everything? 

Lay your life aside,  
And come and live for him who died,  
Lay your life aside

Do not be afraid though mountains tumble into the sea  
And towering waves seethe and drown our dignity.  
There is a river still that strengthens us so we’ll never fall  
Free to stand and greet the day as the world we used to know will pass away. 

Lay your life aside, And come and live for him who died  

.
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Lay your life aside, How would you live for him who died. 

Lay your life aside…..  
Aside.....  
Be still and know your God.  
Lay your life aside,  
Be still and know your God.

You touched us once and now we long for you,  
You fed us once and now we hunger for you,  
And in the midst of burning flames we burn for you.  
And midst of drowning waves we thirst more for you. 

Lay your life aside…   
Be still and know your God… 

Now you’re alive, now you will fly, now you will rise and lift His name on high.  
Be still and know your God.
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