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Spirit in our day.
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If Anyone Would Come After Me 

Jesus is no ordinary master. And what he asks of his disciples   
is no ordinary commitment. 

by Steve Clark

Jesus invites us to follow him  
“Come follow me.” Jesus says these words many times in the gospels. He says them to Peter and Andrew, and thy 
leave their nets to follow him. He says them to Matthew the tax collector, and Matthew leaves his post. He says them 
to Philip, to James and John, and to others. Those who accept his invitation become his disciples. 

Jesus also invites us to follow him. And while we want to say yes and follow, it is not always immediately obvious 
what following him means. We call ourselves disciples of Jesus, but we may not understand exactly what being a 
disciple involves. 

In the time when Jesus lived, the master-disciple relationship was a familiar one. It was the most common way to 
train or educate people for their life’s work, and it was very different from education today in the typical classroom. 

To begin with, you would actually go to live with your master. There would be a much more personal connection 
than the average university student has with any of his professors. You would, in fact, be entering into a personal 
relation that would last for the rest of your life. The training you would get from your master would also be more 
personal than today’s student receives. It would include training in how to handle all the situations that arise in 
normal life. You would learn these things primarily by modeling yourself on your master. One of the purposes of 
living with him would be to watch how he handled various situations so that you could imitate him. 

At the end of the process, when the master was satisfied that you were fully trained, he would commission you to do 
the things he had trained you to do. 

A different kind of master  
Jesus followed this model in his relationship with his disciples. They lived together. He gave them personal training, 
and the disciples modeled themselves on him. At a certain point, Jesus sent his disciples out to do the work he had 
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trained them for. 

Yet being a disciple of Jesus involved – and still involves – something beyond discipleship to any other master. First 
of all, this particular master is not just another wise man. He is the Lord himself, the Son of God. Those who become 
Jesus’ disciples become disciples of the Lord of all creation. Such a master expects of his disciples a personal loyalty 
and dedication that go beyond just getting some personal training. 

The first disciples, of course, did not fully realize all this when they decided to follow Jesus. The gospels tell us that 
gradually over the course of Jesus’ ministry they learned who he was and what he was asking of them. As we reflect 
on the things Jesus taught them about being disciples, we learn what it means to be disciples of Jesus today. 

If anyone would come after me  
One of the passages in the gospels that speaks most directly about being a disciple of Jesus is in the gospel of Mark: 

“And he called to him the multitude with his disciples and said to them, ‘If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it’” (Mark 8: 34-3 5).

It is important to notice the context in which Jesus is speaking. The disciples have just witnessed the multiplication 
of the loaves and fishes; they have seen Jesus walk on water; they have seen him heal. They have begun to realize 
that they have something more than an ordinary master. When Jesus asks them, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answers, “You are the Christ” – in other words, the Messiah sent by God (Mark 8:29-30). 

At that point, Jesus begins to teach his disciples what being the Messiah means. Contrary to what they and most 
Jews of their time believed about the Messiah coming as a glorious king, he said “the Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again” (Mark 8:3 1). The disciples are cearly taken aback; Peter even earns himself a strong rebuke when he takes 
his master aside to tell him not to say such things. 

It is in this context, then, that Jesus calls together his disciples and the multitude, the whole crowd of people who 
followed him. Some of these followed him with belief and commitment, others just thought he was the most 
interesting thing they had seen in years. 

To all these people Jesus says, “This is more serious than you realize. You cannot just tag along with me to benefit 
from my miracles and healings. That is not an option. If you want to follow me, it is going to involve commitment 
and some real cost.” He spells out what that cost will be: “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.” What are these three demands Jesus makes on his disciples? 

Let him deny himself  
The word we translate “deny” has a specific meaning as it is used in the New Testament. Along with the word 
“acknowledge,” it speaks of a particular kind of relationship. The meaning can be seen in Matthew’s Gospel, when 
Jesus says, “So every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-
33). 

In other words, when a disciple is brought before authorities who are hostile to Jesus, he has to say either, “Yes, I 
belong to this man,” or, as Peter would do during Jesus’ trial, “No, I don’t know him.” He either acknowledges or 
denies having a relationship with Jesus. In the same way in heaven when we stand before the judge of all, Jesus will 
either acknowledge or deny us. He will say, “Yes, he belongs to me,” or, “No, I don’t know this one.” 

To deny one’s self, in this context, means more than what we sometimes talk about as works of self-denial – fasting 
or other kinds of personal sacrifice. It means to deny a certain relationship with one’s self. It’s saying, “I’m not my 
own man or my own woman. I don’t belong to myself; I’m not my own master. I belong to the Lord Jesus.” 

.
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Take up his cross  
When we read the words “take up his cross,” we understand them in terms of centuries of Christian spirituality that 
focuses on the cross of Jesus. A cross has come to mean for many any kind of suffering that we bear in union with 
the Lord. The disciples, to whom Jesus was speaking, however, did not yet attach any spiritual significance to the 
cross. They were familiar with it in only one context – as a common instrument of execution, like the gallows or 
electric chair today. 

In fact the cross would have represented something far worse to them than what the electric chair represents to us. 
Crucifixion was a particularly painful, degrading kind of execution. The Romans reserved it as a punishment for the 
most serious crimes, especially the crime of rebellion against the government. When there was a rebellion in any part 
of the Roman Empire, the Romans would seize the people involved and hang them on crosses along the roads 
outside the cities of the region to make of them a warning. Usually they would have the upright pieces in place and 
make each prisoner carry the crossbar with him to the place of execution. 

The Palestine of Jesus’ day was the scene of many uprisings, and we can easily imagine that Jesus and his disciples 
had walked along roads lined with crosses. And now Jesus tells them, “Take up your cross.” It is like saying, “If you 
are going to be my disciple, you might as well get ready for execution. You have to be ready to die for my cause, 
and to die a painful, degrading death. Go ahead and get your piece of wood and start carrying it, because that is what 
we are headed for.” 

Follow me  
The disciples have already responded once to an invitation to follow Jesus. As disciples, they had walked behind 
their master in his journeys, as was the Jewish custom for disciples. But now they know how the journey will end. 
To follow Jesus means to share his fate, to die as he will die. This is no pleasant stroll or business trip. It is an all-or-
nothing proposition. In saying, “Follow me,” Jesus is demanding of his disciples total dedication, total commitment, 
and an almost reckless disregard for their own lives. 

It is the type of dedication expressed in the following letter, written not by a Christian but by a young man in Mexico 
who had recently become a Communist. He is explaining to his fiancée why he is breaking their engagement. 

“We Communists have a high casualty rate. We’re the ones who get shot and hung and lynched and 
tarred and feathered and jailed and slandered and ridiculed, fired from our jobs, and in every other 
way made as uncomfortable as possible. A certain percentage of us get killed or imprisoned. We live 
in virtual poverty. We turn back to the party every penny we make above what is absolutely necessary 
to keep us alive. 

“We Communists don’t have the time or the money for many movies or concerts or T-bone steaks or 
decent homes or new cars. We’ve been described as fanatics. We are fanatics. Our lives are dominated 
by one overshadowing factor: the struggle for world Communism. 

“We Communists have a philosophy of life which no amount of money could buy. We have a cause to 
fight for, a definite purpose in life. We subordinate our petty, personal selves to a great movement of 
humanity, and if our personal lives seem hard or our egos seem to suffer through subordination to the 
party, then we are adequately compensated by the thought that each of us in his small way is 
contributing something new and true and better for mankind. 

“There’s one thing about which I am in dead earnest, and that is the Communist cause.”

This young man followed his cause, Communism, with the dedication and seriousness which Jesus demanded of his 
disciples. The Christian cause, however, often lacks such disciples. There are not nearly enough people willing to 
leave the crowd and follow Jesus with total dedication. 

The reward  
Even in Jesus’ time, there were people for whom the price of discipleship was too high. One was the rich young man 
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who asked Jesus the way to eternal life. Jesus said, “Sell all that you have and... come, follow me” (Luke 18:22). The 
rich man says, intelligently enough, that is a steep price; and he turns away. 

Then Jesus’ disciples say, “Lord, we have given up everything. We are really on your side.” And Jesus says to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no man who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the 
kingdom of God who will not receive manifold more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life” (Luke 18:29-
30). 

The Book of Revelation gives us a glimpse of the fulfillment of this promise (see Revelation 14:1-5). It speaks in 
picture language of a company of 144,000 who have the name of the Lamb and his Father written on their foreheads. 
One hundred forty-four thousand is a symbolic number, representing a vast multitude of God’s people. The name 
written on their heads is a seal, the sign of God’s protection. It is the way God says, “These belong to me.” 

They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. In other words, they are the disciples, and they follow Jesus on his path. 
They are in the middle of the great final conflict, about to suffer persecution, but Jesus is with them. 

This great company of disciples sings a new song, a heavenly song that they alone can learn. In the midst of the 
persecution they are able to sing the song of heaven. That is, they are able to experience the very life of heaven. 

Only those who are truly disciples of Jesus can live the life of heaven here on earth. Only they can experience the 
protection of God and the Lamb in the midst of them as they deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow him.  
  

Steve Clark is President of the Sword of the Spirit. This article was originally published in 
New Covenant Magazine, June Issue, 1991.
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Revelation in the Boundary 
Waters 

Grandmothers be warned and girls watch out for 
Amazon Woman! 

by Linda Luginbill 

The Work of Christ Community, Lansing, Michigan, USA 

I imagined an unspoilt wilderness filled with crystal 
clear lakes, waterfalls, and streams teaming with fish, 
wildlife, and fauna to dazzle the senses. No 
McDonalds or Pizza Hut in sight, or Krispy Kreme 
donut shops, in fact no stores, no roads, no cars, no 
bicycles, no shelters, no toilets, no showers, no hot 
water.  

But I am not an extreme sports enthusiast nor am I 
inclined to attempt survival exercises in remote 
jungles, deserts, and wilderness parks. What was I 
getting myself into? How did I talk myself into 
joining a canoe camping trip in a remote nature 
preserve with 15 teenage girls and several adults?  

I didn't exactly volunteer for this wilderness 
excursion. My husband and I were invited to come 
along as helpers on a Sword of the Spirit junior high 
school girls trip to the Boundary Waters Wilderness 
Canoe area in Minnesota. The Boundary Waters, 
located on the USA boundary with Canada, are a 
pristine, protected park with hundreds of lakes. 
Visitors must carry in (and out) everything to camp 
with, ideally leaving no trace of their visit.  

Our friends and fellow community members Rick and 
Yvonne Comstock had organized the first trip several 
years ago. Rick had been taking junior-high-aged 
boys to the Rocky Mountains for a summer challenge 
excursion, and his wife thought a similar trip for the 
same aged girls would be good. They had done two 
Boundary Waters trips already when, in the planning 
stages of the third trip, one of the leader couples had 
to cancel.  

Since it was rather last minute, they asked Dave and 

  
Boundary Waters Wilderness Canoe Area in Minnesota

 
"Grandma" Linda, left center, with some of the teenage girls 

  
Happy smiles after the trip - a total of 27 people, including 15 

teenage girls, and adult leaders for the three expedition groups

.
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me to accompany them on the ten-day trip, since we 
could get the time off work fairly easily. The park 
only allows nine people in any one campsite, and 
Rick and Yvonne like to have four adults or 
experienced young adults per group, with each group 
having at least one man. So we were part of the third 
group with five teenage girls. 

At first, Dave and I said “no”, but then, after hearing a 
word from the Lord at a prayer meeting and both my 
husband and I getting the same message from the 
Lord independently to say “yes”, we signed on.  

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |
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Revelation in the Boundary Waters 
continued 

The drive from Lansing, Michigan, takes about two 
days. This part of the trip was actually one of the most 
challenging for my husband, since he drove the 15-
passenger van the whole way,  full of singing, talking, 
shouting, and laughing girls. Bathroom stops 
averaged over 30 minutes! His patience was tested 
many times.  

The first night we stopped at a ski lodge in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, and arrived at Gunflint 
Outfitters for our second night. Gunflint rents out 
canoes, tents, backpacks, and cooking equipment. We 
also paid for them to pack our food for the entire 
adventure.  

One of their staff showed us how to carry the 65-
pound canoe on our shoulders and how to set up the 
tents. It all looked pretty straightforward to me. Of 
course, I hadn't actually tried to lift and carry a canoe 
or our big packs, called Duluth Bags. These packs 
contained all of our personal belongings and weighed 
about 35 pounds when packed. We would also need to 
portage the equipment bags. 

Ah yes — portages. The only portages I had ever 
done were on flat terrain and were very short.  We 
were told that we would all need to take 2-3 trips each 
per portage, back and forth, between lakes. Again, it 
didn't sound too difficult to me. 

On the third day the outfitters drove us and our stuff 
to the place where we would enter the park. Each 
group entered at a different place and were not 
supposed to travel together. This supposedly keeps 
the noise down, but with junior high girls, you can 
imagine that most any wildlife would hear us coming 
miles away! They put our canoes into the water, we 
all got in, and off we went. This was the life! 
Beautiful scenery, easy paddling — for about five 
minutes.  

By that time we had reached the portage site to the 
next lake and we all got out. I looked up at the steep, 
rocky path that we were supposed to transport our 
canoes and gear over. Suddenly I wanted to call 
somebody to come and take me home. This wasn't 

  
Dave's biggest challenge - 9 of the 15 girls in our van

  
Mary, aged 14,  steadies her 65 pound canoe for the portage

 
. 
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what I had expected at all. But of course, once 
dropped off, you have to carry on to the end, since 
there are no phones or taxis in the Boundary Waters. 
This is precisely what Rick and Yvonne want for the 
girls. What the trip is all about is challenge. But as a 
52-year-old grandma, I didn't feel like being 
challenged quite this much.  

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

 
one of the rare easier portages - we could wade through it
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Revelation in the Boundary Waters 
continued 

With a sigh, I heaved up my Duluth bag and 
encouraged the girls to do the same. Amazingly, these 
smallish, slim young ladies, after a bit of trial and 
error, were able to work together and lift the canoes 
up onto their backs, and proceed up the steep 
embankment. Dave carried our canoe, halleluia. We 
all trudged back and forth over the portage until all 
were ready to launch into the next lake. Things went 
on like this, and we made seven portages that first 
day.  

You really can't imagine the physical challenge this 
type of experience is. Even my strong husband said it 
was the hardest thing, physically, that he had ever 
done!  Some of the trails were filled with muddy 
puddles, some were very steep, and some were full of 
mosquitoes. You didn't really have time to look 
around and enjoy the beauty, especially with that 
canoe on your shoulders.  Dave's hiking boots got 
filled with water at one point. 

The other two adults in our group were women. I 
complained heartily to our leader, Sandy. “How can 
anyone consider this fun?” I didn't voice a lot of my 
thoughts, which were very dark indeed. “How could 
the Comstocks even consider doing this trip?” came 
readily to mind. Other thoughts ranged downward 
from “This is way too hard for the girls (really me),” 
to “I am going to kill Yvonne when I see her next.”  

But somehow we managed to make it to our first 
campsite before nightfall. And then we had to cook 
supper and set up our tents! With lots of 
encouragement from Sandy, dinner was cooked. Dave 
had to show the girls again how to set up the tents, 
since they couldn't quite remember how to do it. 
(Neither could I. I didn't really pay close attention to 
the outfitters when they demonstrated.)  

After eating, I experienced something that I had never 
felt before.  Food gives you strength. Now, you may 
think this is very basic, but for me it was a revelation. 

  
carrying the heavy Duluth pack was a real workout

 
the last rays of sun fall on our campsite 
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I had never been exhausted and hungry like that 
before. I could actually feel the effects of the 
nourishment filling me with strength. Later, this 
would become a strong lesson from the Lord for me. 

Dave and I crawled into our tent and got into our 
sleeping bags. The ground was a bit rocky and it was 
barely dark, but we fell asleep almost immediately. 
Before I conked out, however, I started laughing a bit 
manically. What in the world had I gotten myself 
into? 

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

  
prayer time at a campsite

.  

 
Sandy, Linda and the girls at a campsite we named The Rock
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Revelation in the Boundary Waters 
continued  
  

The second day went a little better, and we didn't 
portage quite as much. At one point I found myself 
sitting along the trail on a big rock, crying, with the 
70-pound equipment pack at my feet. Along came a 
wonderful girl from our group who offered to help me 
carry the pack the rest of the way and encouraged me. 
Amazing and humbling. However, I was filled with 
wrath and couldn't wait to dump my complaints onto 
Sandy at the next campsite. 

Sandy, Lynne (the other leader) and Dave listened to 
me for awhile. Then they explained to me how this 
challenge would teach the girls how to rely on the 
Lord, work together, cooperate, work harder than they 
ever had before, trust their sisters, and carry their own 
weight or risk dragging the group down. The girls 
could go from whining “I can't do this,” to “Why, by 
golly I can do this!” Slowly, the whole picture 
dawned on me. This challenge was teaching me these 
things, too! I finally got it. I went to bed that night 
feeling a little sheepish and I repented to the Lord for 
my complaining and grumbling. 

The rest of the trip got better and better. At the end, I 
felt like Amazon Woman, or something akin to that. 
We did see much beauty, and even a moose! I saw my 
first loon, and heard it's eerie call over the waters. I 
carried the canoe sometimes. We swam in a cold pool 
by a waterfall. I got to know a wonderful group of 
young women better. I learned that I can do much 
more than I thought I could. I had some of the biggest 
laughs with Dave and the ladies ever. I guess a sense 
of humor is all important for this trip. I did come 
away with huge bruises on my arms from carrying the 
backpacks wrong. But those were my marks of honor. 

By the way, I didn't kill Yvonne when I saw her next. 
And I am going as a group leader (with Dave, of 
course!) this July. Who woudda thought?  God is 
great.  
  

 

  
Linda approaches another dreaded portage site

 
the cook eats all the leftovers 

 

 

enjoying breakfast at camp
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Dave at one of the many beautiful stops
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Where is the Love? 

by Tadhg Lynch

This evening my friend wanted to talk, so I took him to the pub. The pub in Ireland is a great place. Less seedy than 
the American bar, more homely than the British incarnation of the same name and  with an easy tolerance for people 
who want to disappear into a corner and nurse a pint and a good conversation – the Irish pub has been replicated all 
over the world with some measure of success. There is something about it which appeals to the soul, something 
which answers the deep-seated need of every man for companionship and hospitality at a reasonable price – so any 
Irishman will tell you. This evening, my friend had something on his mind – he wanted to talk about community. 

He was worried. Having come to a few of our Christian outreach events, he had come to know the people in the 
student group pretty well and liked them. He had come to one or two of our community gatherings and was willing 
to give the people whom he saw there the benefit of the doubt, although they struck him as definitely less sane than 
the people he knew in the outreach. But the lifestyle and commitments which he saw some of my friends engaging 
in, were beyond the pale. He could not fathom how Dave would choose to voluntarily pursue a single life. He could 
not understand why Stacy was giving up a relationship with her boyfriend to focus on the summer program. He tried 
to persuade me to join another Christian group he had found on the internet, which didn’t “ask so much of its 
members.” Community was fine he told me, as long as there was no commitment involved. 

It’s difficult to explain what committed relationships in community are, to someone who does not share the benefit, 
or the sacrifice, of them. The nature of a covenant commitment is such, that it only really makes sense to the people 
who have experienced it. Our modern Western culture today fools us into imagining the opposite. We can admire a 
football player who scores a brilliant touchdown, without enduring with him the hours on the treadmill that ensured 
he could run fast enough to collect the pass. The whole culture of “reality TV” is based upon the premise that we can 
inhabit the life of someone else – for a while – and experience the joys and the sorrows of being them. The cult of 
celebrity which has grown up around the film and entertainment industry is essentially voyeuristic. It encourages us 
to view and appreciate the success of others while feeling poorly about the achievements and commitments in our 
own lives. We do not see the hard work, the sacrifices, and the painful decisions which accompany a life in the 
spotlight – all we see is the glory.  

.
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Community life is the opposite. It is a series of hard decisions which one makes in order to see the greater good 
come about. It is not particularly glamorous. There is a family in my community here in Dublin who do not go on 
expensive holidays because they decided to buy a house that was in the same neighbourhood with many other 
families who belonged to the community. It costs them. A friend decided to rent out his own house so he could move 
into a household with other single Christian men. He uses the rent he receives from his own house to help pay the 
rent of the men’s household. Having him share the costs with us makes it possible for a number of single men to live 
together at a price we can afford. It costs this guy to live with other Christians.  

Yes, cost. This summer eight couples from Nazareth Community in Dublin are vacating their homes for three weeks 
so that young people from several of our communities in Europe, Lebanon, and India can live in them (and probably 
fiddle with their heating, scratch their floors, and mess up their kitchens). Learning to live, work and evangelize 
together has a certain price which is taxed in chipped mugs and messy bedrooms. Needless to say, it costs these 
families. 

Saint Paul writes in the first letter to the Corinthians that “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 18). Those who have not experienced 
the sacrifice cannot see the benefit. For them, what we do is foolishness. It looks like arid rules and dry prohibition. 
The cost, however, is the point. When you relinquish control over something, namely your life, God returns the gift 
one hundred percent – he promised he would. The call the Lord has on our lives – on each human being – is to seek 
out that which we would hold onto and offer it for his kingdom. I don’t think the Lord deals in expensive holidays, 
rented accommodation, or perfect kitchens – I think he deals in pliant hearts. These examples are simply some of the 
ways we can make our hearts more available and pliant in his hands.  

For my friend, the pub wins out over community because it doesn’t cost him much, only money. He does not have to 
engage his time, effort, or energy in sustaining the pub – it will always be there to take his money. The sacrifice he 
sees my friends making is the currency in which the Lord deals. Paul urges the Galatians not to “use your freedom as 
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves of one another” (Galatians 5:13). If you only see 
the slaves – you’ve missed the love.  
  

Tadhg Lynch is an outreach leader for a university evangelism program in Dublin, Ireland and is an affiliate 
in the Servants of the Word.
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The Joke's   

On You 

by James Munk

 
   
   
 
 
 

In my experience, the truly unnerving thing about leaving university is the realization of precisely how little one 
knows. Robed in the garb of graduation and accepting the congratulations of peers and betters, it is quite easy to 
think one’s self as rather clever. 

However, during the following months, numerous run-ins with “the real world” plant in the mind the sinking feeling 
that you’re somewhat inadequate and generally under-prepared. This opens the door to not a little self-doubt and the 
creeping feeling that you would much rather be back in class. 

For many graduates, the world can often feel like an uninviting and hostile place in general – a “dog eat dog” society 
with not a few salivating K-9s waiting for the new litter to appear on the menu. This predicament seems to be 
worsened by trying to live as a disciple of Christ.  

Christian graduates no longer produce grades that prove their intellectual prowess; further, they begin to live a life 
that doesn’t make a great case sanity. Classmates head off to prestigious grad schools; the Christian leaves for a Gap 
year. Colleagues begin to invest in the stock market while the disciple invests in Christian community. Sprinkle in a 
health dose of Richard Dawkins’s The God Delusion and the pie in the face begins to stick.  

It’s natural to want to be esteemed by your fellow man, to want the world to respect you. But as a Christian, it’s 
sometimes difficult to shake the feeling that you’re the butt of a terrible joke and the intellectual and successful 
community seems to be having a good laugh at your expense. The Gospels seems to confirm this sense: warning 
Christians that they can expect not only opposition but persecution as well – especially if they attempt to stand up for 
their faith and follow Christ’s teaching.  

This anxiety is by no means monopolized by the recent graduate. A short time ago I read a Christian review of the 
book There is a God: How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind. The author of this article – for 
whom I felt immediate empathy – eloquently sang the praises of Antony Flew, the book’s author. This intellectual 
giant had long been in the camp that makes recent Christian graduates feel so inadequate.  Flew had vigorously 
attacked the primitive religion of the Nazarene propagandist and those with the intellectual impairment of belief. 
However, the book is Flew’s confession that he was wrong and that believers were right. The reviewer’s article reads 
like one deliciously satisfying “In your face, world”: the intellectual case for Christianity is undeniable and 

.
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inexorable.  

Then, in one of the closing paragraphs, the writer mentions that Flew is explicitly clear that he is a deist – by no 
means a follower of Jesus. Flew believes in a god… but definitely not the Christian God. There’s that feeling again. 
It may be intellectually respectable to believe in a supreme being – but let’s not get carried away. 

The reviewer ends his article stating that the “book is a hand grenade tossed into the foul nest of the duplicitous, 
conniving, unscientific, irrational contemporary atheists.” I’m not so convinced. The reason the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him – the Lord Jesus Christ. I don’t think Flew’s book heralds a new age where the 
intellectual community endorses religion over skepticism – I don’t think the grenade’s loaded. 

But considering Flew’s arguments, I’m not sure his is the weaponry we should be investing in. Flew proposes a god 
from the argument of design: the complexity of DNA and the massive improbability of the natural order occurring 
by mere chance. In a nut shell, the heavens declare the glory of God and the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Well, my laughable book could have told him that. 

Though I’ve found my intellect wanting over the last year, I have learned at least this: the important thing is not for 
others to recognize and respect us, but for us to recognize and respond to the truth – God’s truth.  Regardless of the 
world’s opinion, God’s judgment is what should occupy our minds. As long as this is in order, we don’t need to 
sweat any other deficiencies of the head.  
  

James Munk graduated from the University of Michigan School of Architectural Design in May, 2007. This 
fall he begins working as the administrator for Kairos North America and is presently an affiliate in the 
         Servants of the Word in Ann Arbor, Michgan, USA. 
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.  

May I Have a Word with You?  
   

An Introduction to the Letter to Hebrews  

by Don Schwager

Scripture is like an open door – you must be willing to enter in to discover its rich treasures. 
The Letter to the Hebrews, found in the New Testament, has some important lessons to 
teach us. Who wrote this letter? What is it about? And what is its significance for us today?

The Letter to the Hebrews was written for a second generation of Christians sometime between the persecution of 
Nero in 64 AD and the persecution of Domitian about 85 AD. It was likely written around 80 AD. There is a 
reference to some of the Christian leaders who had likely been martyred before that (Hebrews 13:7). The present 
community had not yet suffered persecution and martyrdom. The author states: “You have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding your blood” (Hebrews 12:4).  The letter points, however, to the risk of persecution about to come. 

We do not know who the author is. Origen, the first great biblical scholar, who lived between 185-254 AD, 
remarked: “Who wrote the Letter to the Hebrews only God knows for certain.” 

What Christian community does the letter address? We do not really know for sure. We do know, however, that it 
was written to a well-established church (Hebrews 5:12) which had suffered persecution some time in the past 
(Hebrews 10:32-34). It was written to a church not founded by the Apostles (Hebrews 2:3). It was possibly written 
to Hebrew Christians in Italy. The most direct hint is from Hebrews 13:24: “Those who come from Italy send you 
greetings.”  Another translation says: “Greetings to you from our Italian friends” (Revised English Version). 

The Letter was likely intended for a scholarly group of Christians who were well versed in the knowledge of the Old 
Testament. It may have been directed to a group of Christians who were preparing to become teachers (Hebrews 
5:12). The author of this letter writes as a teacher who has been separated from this group and is concerned about 
their drifting away from the faith.  The author calls his letter "a word of exhortation" (Hebrews 13:22). 

What can we learn from this letter? “We have confidence to draw near to the throne of God.” We, too, live in age of 
spiritual conflict and struggle, when many Christians drift from their faith. Our faith must be strengthened in the 
knowledge of what the Lord Jesus has accomplished for us. The Lord Jesus has removed the barriers and opened the 
door to the presence of the living God. We now have access to God. This is the idea that dominates the Letter to the 
Hebrews. As you read this letter and meditate on its truth, allow the Holy Spirit to give you understanding and 
insight into the great mystery of our faith. 

As the first few verses state, from age to age, the prophets, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, spoke the word 
of God. Now God has spoken to us through his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ alone brings to us 
the full revelation of God and he alone enables us to enter into the very presence of God. 
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> Link to full text and set of reflections on the Letter to the Hebrews

[Don Schwager is a member of The Servants of the Word and the author of the Daily Scripture Reading and 
Meditation website.]   
.
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How Does God Speak to 
Us? 

Reflection on the Letter to the   
Hebrews – Part 1 

by Don Schwager

Hebrews 1:1-14 and 2:1-4  
How does God speak to us? From age to age, the 
prophets, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
spoke the word of God. Now God has spoken to us 
through his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ alone brings us the full revelation of God and 
he alone enables us to enter into the very presence of 
God. 

In this section the author of Hebrews contrasts Jesus 
with the prophets who have preceded him. The 
prophets were given special counsel or revelation 
from God (see Amos 3:7). Their message, however, 
was fragmentary. Each had a part, but now the whole. 
In Jesus Christ we see the fulness of God's revelation 
and truth. In him we see not some part of God but all 
of him. The prophets spoke of God. Jesus reveals God 
in himself, not only in what he said and did, but in 
who he is. The prophets were the friends of God; 
Jesus is the only begotten Son. The prophets grasped 
part of the mind of God; Jesus is the mind of God. He 
is the Word of God made flesh (John 1:14). 

In Jesus we see the glory of God, a glory that does not 
crush and is not severe. It is a glory which shines 
through Jesus' humble service and death on a cross for 
sinners. It is a glory of redemptive and suffering love. 

The author to the Hebrews warns against two kinds of 
sins: transgression and disobedience. Transgression 
literally means to step across a line. God tells us 
through his word and by our conscience what is right 
and wrong and what he expects of us. To step across 
that line is to sin. Disobedience is related to hearing. 
It literally means imperfect hearing, or careless 
hearing. In the end it means the unwillingness to hear 
the voice of God. God has spoken to us through his 
own Son. It is both an awesome privilege to hear the 
word of God and to be changed by his life-giving 
word, and an awesome responsibility to believe what 
God says and to obey it. Are you attentive to God's 

 

Hebrews 1:1-14; 2:1-4

1:1 In many and various ways God spoke of old to 
our fathers by the prophets; 2 but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3 He reflects the glory of God and bears the 
very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by 
his word of power. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels 
as the name he has obtained is more excellent than 
theirs. 

5 For to what angel did God ever say, "You are my 
Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be 
to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"? 6 And 
again, when he brings the first-born into the world, he 
says, "Let all God's angels worship him." 7 Of the 
angels he says, "Who makes his angels winds, and his 
servants flames of fire." 

8 But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and 
hated lawlessness; therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
comrades." 

10 And, "You, Lord, did found the earth in the 
beginning, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; 11 they will perish, but you remaine; they will 
all grow old like a garment, 12 like a mantle thou wilt 
roll them up, and they will be changed. But you are 
the same, and your years will never end." 

13 But to what angel has he ever said, "Sit at my right 
hand, till I make your enemies a stool for your feet"? 
14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to 
serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain 
salvation? 
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word? 

“Lord Jesus Christ, your word is life and truth. 
Nourish me by your life-changing word and help me 
to study it diligently and to conform my life to it.” 

Return to > Introduction to the Letter to Hebrews

[Don Schwager is a member of The Servants of the Word and 
the author of the Daily Scripture Reading and Meditation 
website.]

2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer attention to 
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For 
if the message declared by angels was valid and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just 
retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such 
a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, 
and it was attested to us by those who heard him, 4 
while God also bore witness by signs and wonders 
and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit 
distributed according to his own will.
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Letter to the Hebrews:  

a commentary & meditation for daily reflection and study 

by Don Schwager

Introduction  
Hebrews 1:1-2:4  God has spoken to us  
Hebrews 2:5-18  Jesus made like his brothers  
Hebrews 3:1-19  Jesus is greater than Moses  
Hebrews 4:1-13  The Sabbath-rest we dare not miss  
Hebrews 4:14-5:10  Jesus our great High Priest  
Hebrews 5:11-6:8  Refusal to grow  
Hebrews 6:9-20  The certainty of God's promises  
Hebrews 7:1-10  A priest after the Order of Melchizedek  
Hebrews 7:11-28  Our great High Priest  
Hebrews 8:1-13  High Priest of a New Covenant  
Hebrews 9:1-28  The only entry to the Presence of  God

Hebrews 10:1-18  The only true sacrifice  
Hebrews 10:19-39 The meaning of Christ for us  
Hebrews 11:1-3  Faith and hope defined   
Hebrews 11:4-7  Heroes of the faith -- Abel, Enoch, Noah   
Hebrews 11:8-19  The faith of Abraham  
Hebrews 11:20-22 The faith of Issac, Jacob, Joseph   
Hebrews 11:23-29  The faith of Moses   
Hebrews 11: 30-40  Numerous heroes of faith   
Hebrews 12:1-17  God disciplines us for our good  
Hebrews 12:18-29  Do not refuse God  
Hebrews 13:1-25  The marks of the Christian life

Return to | Daily Readings & Meditations | The Parables of Jesus | Words of Life |  
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The Kite Runner  
Khaled Hosseini  
Riverhead Trade  
2004  
400 pages 

Note: This novel can be disturbing for some 
readers due to adult themes and violence. 
Parents should read the book before 
recommending it to young readers.  
   
 

.  

The Kite Runner 

reviewed by Jon Wilson

Khaled Hosseini is an American physician who was born in Afghanistan. His first novel, the bestselling The Kite 
Runner, is set in both countries, telling the story of the boy Amir, who was also born in Afghanistan before coming 
with his family to the United States. The book explores Amir’s relationships with his father and his best friend, 
Hassan, the son of the household servant, Ali. As a boy, Amir betrays Hassan in an attempt to win his father’s 
approval, and he spends the next several decades of his life full of guilt and regret. Then, after he has built a life as a 
writer in America, the now married Amir is summoned back to Taliban-controlled Afghanistan to attempt to rescue 
Hassan’s orphaned son. The book concludes with this effort at redemption. 

While the story is not particularly complex, it engages several quite different themes. Amir’s relationship with his 
father, Baba, is tortured and difficult. He feels that he never has his father’s approval, and the description of his early 
years feels hauntingly realistic. This dynamic affects his relationship with Hassan as well, since Hassan, raised as 
part of the household, receives more affirmation from Baba than Amir does. In addition, their friendship also 
introduces the theme of ethnic tension, in this case between the privileged Pashtun (Amir’s family) and the Hazara 
people (Ali and Hassan). With Amir’s and Baba’s emigration to the US, the book shifts to explore the immigrant 
experience. Hosseini paints a convincing and moving portrait of the Afghan community in California’s Bay Area. 
Finally, in the last part of the book, Amir struggles with issues related to his marriage, his and his wife’s inability to 
have children, and the possibility of adoption. 
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All of this makes for a gripping and emotional novel. Taken alone, many of the aspects of the novel are compelling 
and realistic. In addition, the reader gains a better understanding of the recent history of Afghanistan, which many of 
us feel the lack of. From a literary perspective, however, the novel as a whole begins to feel like a spool of string 
wound too loosely, or perhaps just wound with too much string. In the midst of the shifts from Afghanistan to 
California, then back to Afghanistan and Pakistan, the novel begins to lack a sense of coherence and unity. In the 
end, The Kite Runner feels more like three novels than one. But since they are all very enjoyable novels, one isn’t 
inclined to complain. 

[Jon Wilson is a coordinator of Word of Life, a member community of the Sword of the Spirit. He and his wife, 
Melody and their four children live in Ypsilanti, Michigan, USA.]   
.
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An Open Door  

for Mission 

Highlights from the International Coordinators 
Meeting in Santo Domingo   

– May 2-6, 2008 

special report by Don Schwager, editor  
.  

photos by Nico Angleys

Some 265 coordinators and mission leaders, from 64 
communities and 22 countries, came together for the 
second International Coordinators Meeting (ICM) of 
the Sword of the Spirit, which was held in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, May 2-6, 2008. The 
ICM was graciously hosted by Comunidad Cuerpo de 
Cristo (Body of Christ Community) in Santo 
Domingo.  

The focus for the ICM was on moving forward the 
mission of the Sword of the Spirit. Kairos mission 
coordinators and directors – those serving youth and 
university students – joined community coordinators 
in discussing how mission can be advanced 
internationally, regionally, and locally throughout the 
Sword of the Spirit. There was a renewed sense from 
the Lord that the time of harvest is ripe for 
evangelization and for building Christian 
communities – and that the Lord is offering a new 
door of grace and opportunity for advancing in 
mission.  

This time of reaching out in mission includes our own 
children – both by helping them grow as disciples of 
Christ and by involving them in outreach. 

Impressions from participants  

  

From the first strum of the guitar as we began to 
worship the Lord, I began to experience a wave of 
God’s grace crashing over us. Our Father ministering 
to his sons, refreshing us, healing us, preparing us 
for battle. Even though we worked long days, intense 
days, I left the ICM with renewed hope and 
confidence that our Lord who began a good work in 
us will bring it to completion. “Let all proclaim to the 
glory of God, Jesus Christ is Lord.”  
.  
Dave Touhill  
People of Hope, New Jersey 

For me, the ICM was a retreat, a boot camp, and a 
formative environment. From the first moment when 
we gathered together, the Lord's presence was 
palpable. Oh what refreshment, to experience God 
deeply in our worship, and to enjoy strong brotherly 
relationships with the other coordinators from around 
the world! But above all, our meeting was marked 
throughout by vigorous reminders of our call and 
mission. We received our marching orders from the 
Lord: move forward, seize the land, receive God's 
grace. For many of the coordinators of Ligaya [Joy of 
the Lord community in Manila, Philippines] who were 
present at the ICM, this international gathering was a 
much needed shot in the arm. We pledge ourselves 
to return to our home community and lead our 
brothers and sisters further along in accomplishing 
our mission.  
.  
Jake Yap,   
Ligaya Community, Manila, Philippines 

See more participants reflections > here
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Highlights  
The International Coordinators Meeting included 
times of daily worship, intercession, reflection on 
God's word to us, and seeking the Lord together for 
renewed vision and empowerment for mission.  

The Lord spoke clearly, powerfully, and consistently. 
He is opening new doors for mission. As we step out 
in faith and walk through these doors we will find the 
resources needed for mission. The Lord himself goes 
ahead to prepare the way for mission. He calls us to 
risk all for him in stepping out in faith. He is 
anointing us in a new way and giving us spiritual gifts 
for mission.  

The Lord wants his servants to take new ground for 
mission and to serve with the spiritual authority and 
gifts he is pouring out.  

For those who have labored for many years and 
grown weary, he offers healing, freedom, and fresh 
empowerment for service. The Lord wants us to 
advance and to take our place in the front lines, not 
holding back out of fear or the desire to retire to our 
comfort zones.  

In particular the Lord wants the younger generations 
to step out in faith and boldness to carry the mission 
forward. He is looking for a response of generosity, 
giving all to him for his glory.  

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

 
   
 

A translator in the ICM  

I am sitting in my translation booth at the ICM in Santo 
Domingo. I came here to serve as translator for the Spanish 
speakers of the Sword of the Spirit. When you are a member of 
the Sword of the Spirit, you know what to expect from an 
international event: a lot of people, impressive times of worship, 
getting up early in the morning, having all your conversations 
about how your community works and what outreach you are in. 
But, as a community kid who was invited to the international 
coordinators meeting, I didn’t know what to expect from this 
kind of event.  And at the end, it doesn’t really matter what you 
expect, the Lord does something completely different. 

I have spent four days among the pillars of my community. I 
have seen the very guys whose shoulders bear all the weight of 
the call of God to be a community of disciples on mission. I 
have seen them worship together, laugh together, and sit down 
in the Lord’s presence to listen him as servants who listen to 
their Lord. If I was allowed to say only one thing about my 
experience here as a community kid I would say to my 
generation: Brothers and sisters from around the Sword of the 
Spirit, we received from our parents a work that has cost every 
drop of sweat and blood in their body. We received the gift of 
their sacrifice and their zeal for the call of the Lord. We cannot 
let this work die with them. We must take our place as living 
stones in the bulwark, and offer our lives as a sacrifice, just like 
our parents have.  

Miguel Vargas  
Tree of Life Community, San Jose, Costa Rica
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An Open Door for Mission, continued  

The Assembly elected Jean Barbara (left) as the 
next president of the Sword of the Spirit. He will 
begin serving as president in May of 2009 when 
Steve Clark's term of office expires. 

Dave Hughes (left center) was elected chairman 
of the Assembly of Ecumenical Communities. The 
role of the AEC is to help in the development of 
the life of the ecumenical communities in the 
Sword of the Spirit. 

Coordinators of the People of Hope community 
receive an ovation for their untiring dedication 

Impressions from participants 

Living in New Zealand brings the reality that 
“everywhere else is a long way to travel.” The trip to 
Santo Domingo was the 67th time I have left our shores 
in my capacity of Christian service. The International 
Coordinators Meeting was indeed a real highlight and 
encouragement. Compared to all of my previous travels 
I can honestly say that this ICM was extraordinary and 
special to me. The level of relationship, brotherhood, 
and joy was significant. The working of the Holy Spirit 
was evident. The depth of commitment to move our 
work forward was impacting. I am grateful to God that I 
was there. 

Roger Foley  
Lamb of God, Christchurch, New Zealand  

Des Dick, the regional president of the Sword of the 
Spirit in Europe and the Middle East, opened the first 
prayer session of the ICM with the story of the woman 
in Luke 12 who pours out a very expensive jar of 
precious ointment to anoint Jesus. Jesus praises her 
extravagant waste! Des asked the question: was the 
effort, time, and expense of bringing leaders from all 
over the world to the ICM a waste? No – all of us 
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over the years – often under adverse 
circumstances – in building Christian community 
and fostering Christian renewal. 

A highlight of the ICM was an honoring session for 
Steve Clark, President of the Sword of the Spirit. 
Steve was honored for his role in founding the 
Sword of the Spirit and the Servants of the Word, 
a missionary brotherhood of men living single for 
the Lord in the Sword of the Spirit. Many 
participants noted Steve's untiring gift for teaching, 
laying the groundwork for building communities, 
and coming along side numerous future leaders 
by providing them with guidance, support, pastoral 
care, and formation in leadership. 

Trevor Perry (right), senior coordinator of Antioch 
Community, London, England, and a number of 
other coordinators, on behalf of their respective 
communities, signed the covenant of full  
membership with the Sword of the Spirit. 

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

sensed that God had called us to gather together. He 
wanted to speak his word to us together. He wanted to 
anoint us and equip us for the mission that lies ahead. 

Personally I received a renewal of my call to service in 
the Sword of the Spirit. I was greatly encouraged by the 
fellowship of the brothers and humbled at the generous 
and loving service of the brothers and sisters in the 
Body of Christ Community who hosted us. May God 
bless them and bless us along with our brothers and 
sisters in our local communities throughout the Sword 
of the Spirit. 

John Jackson   
Community of the Risen Christ, Glasgow, Scotland  

My assessment of the 2008 ICM is highly positive. The 
spiritual level of this encounter has been remarkable. 
The Lord has spoken clearly and, whether through the 
meditations, the gatherings, the church services or the 
long times of prayer, the message has reached deep 
into those attending. The level of experience of 
brotherhood, tangible and experiential, has also 
reached tremendous heights. Love among the brothers 
has been above the diversity of cultures, languages and 
countries. The teaching has been deep, clear, 
straightforward and challenging. The vision it has 
stated, concerning the mission of the Sword of the 
Spirit, is of a broad scope. 

In conclusion, the Sword of the Spirit can only be 
understood on the basis of God’s universality. All of us 
have received a tremendous lesson – the love, the 
greatness, the mission and vision of the Sword of the 
Spirit could not be reduced to a particular and local 
community reality. The SOS overflows all realities – 
personal, particular and local. I thank God for this 
conference, because it has been a beautiful and deep 
experience of God’s people. 

Fernando Aldea  
El Señorio de Jesús, Vitoria, Spain  

See more participants reflections > here 

photos by Nico Angleys
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An Open Door for Mission, continued 

Members of Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo (Body of 
Christ Community) in Santo Domingo   
welcome the ICM participants with song 

Retreat Center where the ICM was held near Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic 

265 coordinators and mission leaders, from 64 
communities and 22 countries, attended the ICM in 

Impressions from participants 

  
Jaime Soto was the overall organizer for the ICM

 
For the Ibero-Americana Region it has been a 
tremendous blessing to host the International 
Coordinators Meeting and the international 
assemblies. The comments of many Spanish-
speaking brothers who participated in the events is 
that they have been strongly renewed to serve the 
Lord and the mission of the Sword of the Spirit. 

Jaime Soto  
Regional President  

This was a great time to seek the Lord both as 
disciples and coordinators representing our diverse 
communities all over the world. 

I was personally overwhelmed by a fresh breeze of 
vision for greater unity and mission. 

My prayer for us and myself is for the ability to obey 
the word which the Lord spoke to us during this time 
together, and to take it back to our communities for 
immediate action. 

Krikor Elmayan  
Illuminator's Lamp, Beirut, Lebanon 
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Santo Domingo. 

View of historic church bell tower in Santo Domingo. 
Bartholomew Columbus, brother of Christopher 
Columbus, founded Santo Domingo in 1496 and 
named it after Saint Dominic. Santo Domingo is the 
oldest European city in the New World.  
   
   
 

Continued next page > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |  
  

photos by Nico Angleys

Worshipping and praising God together with 
brothers from diverse branches of orthodox 
Christianity (Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox), 
and diverse cultures, languages, and countries, 
allowed me to experience in the flesh the reality 
expressed by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Romans that all Christians are called to worship and 
glorify God in unity and harmony.  In the midst of our 
diversity at the ICM, we experienced the call to 
accept one another as brothers in Christ. In that 
reality we can stand together and praise God with 
one voice, mind, and purpose (Romans 15:6). It was 
great to experience at the ICM not only the vision 
but reality of this gift of unity.  

Bob Sabean,   
Tree of Life Community, San Jose, Costa Rica
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An Open Door for Mission, continued

  

The experience of brotherhood and love among the 
brothers has been above the diversity of cultures, 
languages and countries.  

  

Fr. Enrique Silvestre from San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
celebrated the Sunday liturgy for Catholic participants.  

  

Archbishop George Bacouni (right), Melkite bishop of 
Tyre, and Nabil Barbara from the People of God 
community in Beirut attended the ICM along with 
several coordinators from Lebanon. 

Impressions from participants 

  
Andy Kebe and Mike Shaughnessy – Kairos North America

I believe that the evident activity of the Holy Spirit 
at this international gathering will impact the Sword 
of the Spirit communities around the world for 
many years to come. The presentations and times 
of prayer inspired us to live more fully our call to be 
radical disciples on mission. This time together 
also renewed our zeal for imparting this united call 
to mission to our home communities. We were 
exhorted to 'decrease' so that the Lord might 
'increase' the mission work of our communities 
and  outreaches – and to entrust more fully, not 
only our personal lives and our families, but also 
our community mission work to the Lord's care.  

Another key message was the mission of investing 
in the next generation of leaders. They (the young 
leaders)  might not be ready, we might not have 
time to teach them all they need to know, but the 
message was clear that we need to prepare 
ourselves for all that God will be doing in the near 
future. The witness of  these men who have 
zealously and relentlessly served for 20, 30 and 40 
years confirmed in me the truth that the Holy Spirit 
is working among  them and is drawing them to a 
particular role in the building of God's people in this 
specific time in history. 

We had the great privilege to honor Steve Clark for 
the incredible legacy that he has left. This time of 
honoring was truly a highlight of the weekend as 
we heard stories of Steve's great witness to a life 
of radical discipleship and the many ways that his 
impact has borne so much fruit in so very many of 
our leaders lives. For four decades, Steve has 
been not just inspiring men and women around 
him with his witness nor eqipping them to build 
community through his great wisdom and vision, 
but he has also continued to invest in young 
leaders by personally engaging them and helping 
them to grow in Christian maturity. In the model of 
Christ, Steve has inspired, trained and equipped 
those around him to serve, but most fundamentally 
he has loved each one of them and helped them to 
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photos by Nico Angleys and Don Schwager

follow God's will for their lives.  His investment in 
the leaders of our movement will bear tremendous 
fruit in the future generations around the world.  

Andy Kebe  
Kairos Mission Director in North America
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Una puerta abierta   

para la misión  

Puntos culminantes de la Reunión Internacional 
de Coordinadores en   

Santo Domingo – 2-6 de mayo, 2008  

reportaje especial por Don Schwager, editor 

fotos por Nico Angleys

Cerca de 265 coordinadores y líderes de misión, de 64 
comunidades y 22 países, se congregaron para la 
segunda Reunión Internacional de Coordinadores 
(RIC) de La Espada del Espíritu, que se efectuó en 
Santo Domingo, República Dominicana, del 2 al 6 de 
mayo del 2008. La  Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo, de 
Santo Domingo, sirvió amablemente como anfitriona 
de la RIC.  

El énfasis de la RIC se puso en hacer avanzar la 
misión de La Espada del Espíritu. Los coordinadores 
y directores misioneros de Kairós —es decir los que 
sirven a los jóvenes y universitarios— se sumaron a 
los coordinadores de las comunidades para hablar de 
cómo la misión se puede hacer avanzar a nivel 
internacional, regional y local por medio de La 
Espada del Espíritu. Hubo un renovado sentir 
procedente del Señor de que el tiempo de la cosecha 
está maduro para la evangelización y para la 
construcción de comunidades cristianas, así como de 
que el Señor está ofreciendo una nueva puerta de 
gracia y de oportunidad para avanzar en la misión.  

Este tiempo de proyectarnos en la misión incluye a 
nuestros propios hijos, tanto ayudándolos a crecer 
como discípulos de Cristo, cuanto involucrándolos en 

  

Impresiones de los participantes   

Desde el primer tañido de la guitarra cuando 
comenzamos a adorar al Señor, empecé a 
experimentar una oleada de gracia de Dios que 
reventaba sobre nosotros. Nuestro Padre 
ministrando a sus hijos, refrescándonos, 
sanándonos, preparándonos para la batalla. Aun 
cuando trabajamos por días largos e intensos, salí 
de la RIC con una renovada esperanza y confianza 
en que nuestro Señor, que comenzó en nosotros su 
buena obra, la llevará a plenitud. “Que todos 
proclamen para la gloria de Dios: Jesucristo es 
Señor.”  

Dave Touhill   
Pueblo de Esperanza, Nueva Jersey, EUA 

Para mí la RIC fue un retiro, un campamento militar 
y un ambiente formativo. Desde el primer momento 
en que nos reunimos, la presencia del Señor fue 
palpable. ¡Qué refrescamiento experimentar a Dios 
profundamente en nuestro culto, y disfrutar de las 
fuertes relaciones de hermandad con los demás 
coordinadores de todas partes del mundo! Pero 
sobre todo, nuestra reunión se caracterizó en todo 
momento por los fuertes recordatorios de nuestro 
llamado y misión. Recibimos del Señor nuestras 
órdenes de marcha: avanzar, tomar el terreno, 
recibir la gracia de Dios. Para muchos de los 
coordinadores de Ligaya ng Panginoon [Comunidad 
Gozo del Señor, Manila, Filipinas] que estábamos 
presentes en la RIC, esta asamblea internacional era 
una inyección en el brazo que necesitábamos 
mucho. Nos comprometemos a regresar a nuestra 
comunidad local y a dirigir a nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas a seguir adelante en el cumplimeinto de 
nuestra misión.   
.   
Jake Yap,   
Ligaya ng Panginoon, Manila, Filipinas  
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la proyección misionera.   
 Vea más reflexiones de participantes  > 

aqui

Puntos culminantes   
La Reunión Internacional de Coordinadores incluyó 
tiempos de culto diario, intercesión, reflexión sobre la 
palabra que nos dirige Dios, y buscar juntos al Señor 
para cobrar una renovada visión y poder para la 
misión.  

El Señor habló con claridad, con poder y con 
coherencia. Él está abriendo nuevas puertas para la 
misión. Si damos un paso de fe y cruzamos esas 
puertas, encontraremos los recursos que necesitamos 
para la misión. El Señor mismo va adelante para 
preparar el camino para la misión. Nos llama a 
arriesgarlo todo por él al dar pasos de fe. Nos está 
ungiendo de un modo nuevo y nos está dando dones 
espirituales para la misión.   
El Señor quiere que sus siervos tomen nuevos 
territorios para la misión y que sirvan con la autoridad 
y dones espirituales que él está derramando.  

A aquellos que se han esforzado por muchos años y 
están fatigados, él les ofrece curación, libertad y una 
nueva dotación de poder para el servicio. El Señor 
quiere que avancemos y que tomemos nuestro puesto 
en las líneas del frente, sin retraernos por temor o por 
el deseo de retirarnos a nuestras zonas de comodidad.  

En particular, el Señor quiere que las generaciones 
más jóvenes den un paso adelante en fe y en audacia 
para llevar adelante la misión. Está buscando una 
respuesta de generosidad, de dárselo todo a él para su 
gloria.   
   
   
 

continúa en la página siguiente > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

Un traductor en la RIC  

Estoy sentado en mi cabina de traducción en la RIC en Santo 
Domingo. Vine aquí para servir como traductor para los 
hispanohablantes de La Espada del Espíritu. Cuando uno es 
miembro de La Espada del Espíritu, uno sabe qué esperar de 
un evento internacional: mucha gente, tiempos de culto 
impresionantes, levantarse temprano, conversar siempre sobre 
cómo funciona la comunidad de uno y en qué misiones 
participa. Pero, como un nacido en comunidad que fue invitado 
a la reunión internacional de coordinadores, yo no sabía qué 
esperar de este tipo de evento. Y a fin de cuentas, realmente 
no importa qué espere uno: el Señor hace algo completamente 
diferente.  

He pasado cuatro días entre quienes son los pilares de mi 
comunidad. He visto precisamente a esos hombres cuya 
espalda soporta todo el peso del llamado de Dios a ser una 
comunidad de discípulos en misión. Los he visto dar culto 
juntos, reírse juntos, y sentarse en presencia del Señor para 
escucharlo como siervos que escuchan a su Señor. Si se me 
permitiera decir una sola cosa acerca de mi experiencia aquí 
como nacido en comunidad, yo le diría a  mi generación: 
Hermanos y hermanas de toda La Espada del Espíritu, 
nosotros hemos recibido de nuestros padres una obra que les 
ha costado hasta la última gota de sudor y sangre de su 
cuerpo. Recibimos el regalo de su sacrificio y de su celo por el 
llamado del Señor. No podemos dejar que esta obra muera con 
ellos. Tenemos que tomar nuestro puesto como piedras vivas 
en el baluarte, y ofrecer nuestras vidas en sacrificio, tal como lo 
han hecho nuestros padres.  

Miguel Vargas   
Comunidad Árbol de Vida, San José, Costa Rica  
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Una puerta abierta para la misión (continuación)   

La Asamblea eligió a Jean Barbara (izq.) como 
próximo presidente de La Espada del Espíritu. 
Jean comenzará a servir como presidente en 
mayo del 2009, al vencer el período de ejercicio 
de Steve Clark. 

Dave Hughes (izq. centro) fue elegido presidente 
de la Asamblea de Comunidades Ecuménicas. El 
papel de la ACE es ayudar a La Espada del 
Espíritu en su desarrollo de la vida y misión en el 
campo ecuménico.  

 
Los coordinadores de la comunidad Pueblo de 
Esperanza (Nueva Jersey, EUA) reciben una 
ovación por su incansable dedicación de muchos 

Impresiones de los participantes 

El vivir en Nueva Zelanda lo hace a uno experimentar 
la realidad de que “cualquier otro lugar es muy lejos 
para viajar”. El viaje a Santo Domingo fue la 67ª vez 
que yo salía de nuestras costas por razones de mi 
servicio cristiano. La Reunión Internacional de 
Coordinadores fue en verdad un punto culminante y un 
gran aliento. En comparación con todos mis viajes 
anteriores, puedo decir con franqueza que esta RIC fue 
para mí extraordinaria y especial. El nivel de relaciones, 
de hermandad y de gozo fue significativo. La acción del 
Espíritu Santo fue evidente. La profundidad de 
compromiso para hacer avanzar nuestra obra fue 
impactante. Le doy gracias al Señor por haber estado 
ahí.  

Roger Foley   
Cordero de Dios, Christchurch, Nueva Zelanda  

Des Dick, presidente regional de La Espada del Espíritu 
en Europa y el Oriente Medio, abrió la primera sesión 
de oración de la RIC con el relato de la mujer en Lucas 
12 que rompió un frasco muy caro de perfume precioso 
para ungir a Jesús. Jesús elogia su extravagante 
desperdicio. Des planteó una pregunta: ¿fue un 
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años —a menudo bajo circunstancias adversas— 
a construir la comunidad cristiana y fomentar la 
renovación cristiana. 

Un punto alto de la RIC fue una sesión de 
homenaje a Steve Clark, Presidente de La 
Espada del Espíritu. A Steve es le honró por su 
papel en la fundación de La Espada del Espíritu y 
de los Siervos de la Palabra, la hermandad 
misionera de hombres solteros consagrados en 
La Espada del Espíritu. Muchos participantes 
señalaron el incansable don de Seteve para la 
enseñanza, para establecer las bases de la 
construcción de comunidades, y para acompañar 
a numerosos líderes futuros proveyéndoles guía, 
apoyo, cuidado pastoral y formación en el 
liderazgo. 

Trevor Perry (der.), coordinador mayor de la 
Comunidad Antioquía en Londres, Inglaterra, así 
como varios otros coordinadores, en nombre de 
sus respectivas comunidades, firmaron la alianza 
de membresía plena en La Espada del Espíritu. 

continúa en la página siguiente > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |

desperdicio el esfuerzo, el tiempo y el gasto de traer 
líderes de todas partes del mundo a la RIC? No: todos 
tuvimos la certeza de que Dios nos había llamado a 
reunirnos. Él quería comunicarnos su palabra estando 
juntos. Él quería ungirnos y equiparnos para la misión 
que nos espera.  

Personalmente, recibí una renovación de mi llamado al 
servicio en La Espada del Espíritu. Me alentó 
muchísimo la comunión de los hermanos, y me 
sobrecogió el servicio generoso y amoroso de los 
hermanos y hermanas de la Comunidad Cuerpo de 
Cristo que nos acogieron. Que Dios los bendiga a ellos 
y a nosotros junto con nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
en nuestras comunidades locales en toda La Espada 
del Espíritu.  

John Jackson   
Comunidad de Cristo Resucitado, Glasgow, Escocia  

Mi valoración de la RIC 2008 es altamente positiva. El 
nivel espiritual del encuentro ha sido notable. El Señor 
ha hablado con nitidez y, ya sea por las meditaciones, 
las asambleas, los cultos eclesiales o los largos 
tiempos de oración, el mensaje ha calado hondo en los 
asistentes. El nivel de la experiencia de fraternidad, 
palpable y experimentable, también ha llegado a un 
altísimo nivel. El amor entre los hermanos ha estado 
por encima de la diversidad de culturas, lenguas y 
países. La enseñanza ha sido profunda, clara, directa y 
retante. La visión que ha provocado, en referencia a la 
misión en La EDE y de La EDE, ha sido de largo 
alcance. 

En conclusión, La EDE solo puede entenderse desde la 
universalidad de Dios. Todos hemos recibido una gran 
lección: el amor, la grandeza, la misión y la visión de La 
EDE no se pueden minimizar a una realidad 
comunitaria particular y local. La EDE nos desborda a 
cada realidad, personal, particular y local. Doy gracias 
a Dios por el encuentro porque ha sido una muy bella y 
profunda experiencia del pueblo de Dios. 

Fernando Aldea  
El Señorío de Jesús, Vitoria, España  

Vea más reflexiones de participantes  > aqui 

fotos por Nico Angleys
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Una puerta abierta para la misión (continuación)  

Miembros de la Comunidad Cuerpo de Cristo en 
Santo Domingo dan la bienvenida a los participantes 
en la RIC con sus cantos. 

El centro de retiros donde se efectuó la RIC cerca de 
Santo Domingo, República Dominicana. 

265 coordinadores y líderes de misión, de 64 

Impresiones de los participantes 

  
Jaime Soto fue el organizador general de la RIC

Ha sido una bendición muy grande para la Región 
Iberoamericana el servir de anfitriones de la 
Reunión Internacional de Coordinadores y las 
asambleas internacionales. Los comentarios de 
muchos hermanos hispanos que participaron en los 
eventos es que han sido fuertemente renovados en 
el servicio al Señor y en la misión de La Espada del 
Espíritu. 

Jaime Soto  
Presidente Regional 

Esta fue una oportunidad excelente para buscar al 
Señor como discípulos y como coordinadores que 
representábamos a nuestras diversas comunidades 
en todo el mundo. 

Personalmente quedé inundado por una fresca 
brisa de visión para una mayor unidad y misión.   
Mi oración por nosotros, y por mí mismo, es que 
tengamos la capacidad de obedecer la palabra que 
nos dirigió el Señor durante este tiempo que 
pasamos juntos, y que la llevemos de regreso a 
nuestras comunidades para ponerla en acción 
inmediatamente. 

Krikor Elmayan   
Comunidad Lámpara del Iluminador, Beirut, Líbano  
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comunidades y 22 países, asistieron a la RIC en 
Santo Domingo. 

  
Vista del campanario de una iglesia histórica en 
Santo Domingo. Bartolomé Colón, hermano de 
Cristóbal Colón, fundó Santo Domingo in 1496 y le 
puso el nombre del fundador de los dominicos. Santo 
Domingo es la más antigua ciudad europea en el 
Nuevo Mundo.   
   
   
 
 
 
 

continúa en la página siguiente > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |  
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El dar culto y alabanza a Dios junto con hermanos 
de diversas ramas del cristianismo ortodoxo 
(católicos, protestantes y ortodoxos) y de diversas 
culturas, idiomas y países, me permitió 
experimentar en la carne la realidad que expresa el 
apóstol Pablo en su carta a los Romanos, de que 
todos los cristianos estamos llamados a adorar y 
glorificar a Dios en unidad y armonía. En medio de 
nuestra diversidad en la RIC, experimentamos el 
llamado a aceptarnos unos a otros como hermanos 
en Cristo. En esa realidad podemos estar juntos y 
alabar a Dios con una sola voz, una sola mente y un 
solo propósito (Romanos 15:6). Fue estupendo 
experimentar en la RIC no solo la visión sino la 
realidad de este don de la unidad.  

Roberto Sabean,   
Comunidad Árbol de Vida, San José, Costa Rica 

 
Vea más reflexiones de participantes  > 
aqui
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Una puerta abierta para la misión (continuación)

  

La experiencia de hermandad y amor entre los 
hermanos ha estado por encima de la diversidad de 
culturas, idiomas y países. 

  
El P. Enrique Silvestre de San Pedro Sula, Honduras, 
celebró la liturgia dominical para los participantes 
católicos.  

Impresiones de los participantes  

  
Andy Kebe and Mike Shaughnessy – Kairós Norteamérica

Creo que la evidente actividad del Espíritu Santo 
en esta reunión internacional va a impactar a las 
comunidades de La Espada del Espíritu en todo el 
mundo durante muchos años venideros. Las 
presentaciones y tiempos de oración nos 
inspiraron para vivir más plenamente nuestro 
llamado de ser discípulos radicales en misión. 
Este tiempo que pasamos juntos también renovó 
nuestro celo para impartir este llamado unido y 
misionero a las comunidades de donde 
procedemos. Se nos exhortó a ‘disminuir’ para que 
el Señor pueda ‘crecer’ la obra misionera de 
nuestras comunidades y misiones, y para entregar 
más plenamente al cuidado del Señor no solo 
nuestra vida personal y nuestras familias, sino 
también nuestra obra misionera comunitaria.   

Otro mensaje clave fue la misión de invertir en la 
siguiente generación de líderes. Ellos (los líderes 
jóvenes) tal vez no estén listos; tal vez no 
tengamos tiempo para enseñarles todo lo que 
necesitan saber, pero el mensaje fue claro: 
necesitamos prepararnos para todo lo que va a 
hacer Dios en el futuro próximo. El testimonio de 
estos hombres que han servido en forma celosa e 
inquebrantable durante 20, 30 y 40 años me 
confirmó la verdad de que el Espíritu Santo está 
actuando entre ellos y está acercándolos hacia un 
papel particular en la construcción del pueblo de 
Dios en esta época específica de la historia.  

Tuvimos el gran privilegio de honrar a Steve Clark 
por el increíble legado que nos ha dejado. Este 
tiempo de honrarlo fue verdaderamente un punto 
sobresaliente del fin de semana, pues 
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Mons. George Bacouni (derecha), arzobispo greco-
melquita católico de Tiro, y Nabil Barbara de la 
comunidad Pueblo de Dios en Beirut asistieron a la 
RIC junto con varios coordinadores del Líbano.  
   
   
 
 

retorno > | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 

fotos por Nico Angleys & Don Schwager

escuchamos relatos del gran testimonio de Steve 
en una vida de discipulado radical  y las muchas 
formas en que su impacto ha dado tanto fruto en la 
vida de tantísimos de nuestros líderes. Durante 
cuatro décadas, Steve no solo ha venido 
inspirando a hombres y mujeres a su alrededor y 
equipándolos para construir comunidades, gracias 
a su gran sabiduría  y visión, sino que también ha 
continuado invirtiendo en los líderes jóvenes al 
interactuar personalmente con ellos y ayudarles a 
crecer hacia la madurez cristiana. Siguiendo el 
modelo de Cristo, Steve ha inspirado, entrenado y 
equipado para el servicio a aquellos que le rodean, 
pero, lo que es más fundamental, ha amado a 
cada uno de ellos y los ha ayudado a seguir la 
voluntad de Dios para sus vidas. Su inversión en 
los líderes de nuestro movimiento producirá 
grandes frutos en las futuras generaciones en todo 
el mundo.  

Andy Kebe   
Director de Misión de Kairós en Norteamérica  
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